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2500 Pine Grove Road, York, Pennsylvania 17403
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i Fr. Andrew’s cell: (717) 448-8732
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PITTSBURGH Father Andrew’s e-mail: fr.andreas(@comcast.net

THE LADDER

Monthly newsletter of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation.
Submissions for consideration are due on the 15th of each month. Send to annunciationyorkpa(@gmail.com
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GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION
MINISTRY TEAM

Clergy Schedule qf Worship Hours

Sunday Services (and Weekdays)

Rev. Economos Fr. Andrew N. Tsikitas, Parish Priest
Rev. Deacon Thomas Shelley 8:30 AM Orthros

9:45 AM Divine Liturgy

Parish Council

President: Lola Lamnatos Sundav Church School
Vice President: GeoT‘ge Karanicolas In person, a fter Holy Communion
Secretary: Maria Skouras
Treasurer: Kelly Sheasley Schedule of Church Events
Nicholas Barakos Chris Barakos Pastoral Visitations: By request
Roula Skouras Nicholas AgapiS Home & Business Blcssings: By request
Apostolos Vainas Panagiotis Harmantzis
Theodoros Koutsokostas Departments, Ministries and Committees
Church Choir Oratorical Festival Committee
GOYA Grounds & Maintenance
Church Stq HOPE & JOY Tech & Security Committee
Chantors: Nick Karageorge Sunday School Stewardship Committee
Reader Mark Bittner Philoptochos Scholarship Committee
Diaconissa Jan Shcllcy Senior Citizens Food Festival Committee
Office Administrator: Georgia Georgakopoulos Social Committee
Ladder Editor: Georgia Georgakopoulos
Sunday Bulletin: Fr. Andrew Tsikitas Anyone interested in serving on any of these organizations

or committees, please contact the Church Office.
Thank you!
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ON THE COVER ...

Our Lord had spoken to His disciples many times not only concerning His Passion, Cross, and Death, but also concerning
the coming persecutions and afflictions that they themselves would endure. Since all these evils were near at hand, but the
enjoyment of good things which they hoped to receive in their stead was yet to come, our Savior desired to give them full
assurance, evidently and openly, concerning that glory which is prepared for those who endure to the end. Therefore,
fulfilling that which He had promised shortly before, that "there be some standing here which shall not taste of death, till
they see the Son of man coming in His Kingdom" (Matt. 16:28), He took His three foremost disciples and ascended Mount
Tabor, where He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as the light.
Suddenly, together with this dread and marvelous effulgence of light, there appeared those pinnacles of the Prophets, Moses
and Elias, who spoke with the Lord Jesus concerning His saving Passion which was about to take place. Standing before
Him as reverent servants, they showed that He is the Lord of both the living and the dead, for Moses came forth from Hades,
having died many centuries before, and Elias, as it were from heaven, whither he had been taken up while yet alive. After a
little while a radiant cloud overshadowed them and out of the cloud they heard that same voice which had been heard at the
Jordan at the Baptism of Christ, testifying to the Divinity of Jesus and saying: "This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well-
pleased; hear ye Him" (Matt. 17: 5).

Such are the marvels, truly worthy of God, celebrated in this present feast, which is an image and prefiguring of the future
state of the righteous, whose splendor the Lord spoke of, saying: "Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun" (Matt.
13:43). It is because of this that the Kontakion of this Feast is said daily (when there is not a great feast) in the Service of the
Typica in perpetual commemoration of the glory that will be the lot of the Saints. According to tradition, the Lord's
Transfiguration came to pass forty days before His Crucifixion; this is why the Transfiguration is celebrated forty days
before the Exaltation of the Cross.

THE VOICE OF OUR FAITH ...

MESSAGE FROM FR. ANDREW ...

Take heart, it is I; do not fear.” —Matthew 14:27
My beloved brethren in Christ,

A couple of weeks ago I spoke on the Gospel reading where our Lord walked on the water to His disciples who were on a
boat that was being tossed around in a very bad storm. During that ordeal, the disciples saw the image of the Lord coming
towards them, and they thought it was a ghost, which further intensified their fear during this tempest. The Lord called out to
them and said the words, “Take heart, it is [; do not fear.” These words of the Lord should be at the very heart of our
existence every time we face a challenge, a difficulty, a tragedy ... every time our life goes out of control.

In this miraculous event, Peter took courage and asked the Lord to invite him to join Him, which He did. Peter managed a
few steps on the raging sea, and then fear and doubt entered him, and the laws of nature and physics kicked in. He started to
sink and cried out “Lord save me!” This is what happens whenever we take our gaze, and more importantly out trust, off the
only One who can help us defeat all things, our Lord Jesus Christ.

They say that “repetition is the mother of learning.” One of the most repeated things we say as Orthodox Christians is a
similar phrase to that which Peter uttered, “Lord have mercy!” Asking for the Lord’s mercy and for His salvation over and
over and over again, should have those words emblazoned on our minds and our souls, yet we still need to be reminded of
them. We still let the fear and the doubt creep in and cause us to sink in our own sinfulness and despair. And like Peter,
when the Lord does reach out His hand to us to lift us up and deliver us to safety, which He always does, He says to us the
same thing ... “O man of little faith, why did you doubt?”

When we have our trust in the Lord, He will deliver us from any danger, He will save us from any threat. He will even make
it possible for us to bend the very laws of nature.

Allow me close with another comforting statement of the Lord’s, which should also ring in our ears and be imprinted on our
minds and hearts always, “In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” - John
16:33

With paternal love in Christ, I remain your humble and unworthy servant,

t Goud T
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THE FEAST WHICH IS A FAST—DCN. THOMAS SHELLEY

Leap years bring interesting complications to the calendar. Ordinarily, the alignment of a particular date with a day of the
week advances by one day from one year to the next. For example, the Independence Day holiday celebrated on Friday this
year will be celebrated on Saturday in 2026. But Leap years cause that annual advance to jump by two days.

As a consequence, the alignment of a particular date with a day of the week can repeat no sooner than five years and no later
than eleven years. This year there have been several fixed-day Feasts celebrated on a Sunday which had not so aligned in
more than a decade: The Feast of the Presentation on February 2 and, more recently, the Feast of the Apostles Peter and Paul
on June 29.

But the next Feast to fall on a Sunday after such an eleven year hiatus is in a class all by itself: The Universal Exaltation of
the Precious and Life-Giving Cross (titled sometimes shortened to “Holy Cross Day’’) on September 14. The Feast is in a
class by itself because it is Fast—a very strict, Lenten Fast—irrespective of the day of the week.

Steve Skouras reminded me of that a few years ago when, on the Sunday before the Cross I wished him chronia polla for his
upcoming name-day. His reply was positively epic: “Some Name-day: No meat, no smokes, no beer!” The good news about
a “Fasting Feast” on a Sunday is that oil and wine are permitted—which by extension includes beer!

But the Feast of the Universal Exaltation of the Cross is one which conveys good news irrespective of which day of the
week it is celebrated and irrelative to the degree of fasting observed:

Come, O ye faithful, let us worship the life-creating Wood, whereon Christ, the King of Glory, stretching out His
hands of His own will, lifted up to the ancient blessedness us whom the enemy had aforetime despoiled through
pleasure, making us exiles from God.

Come, O ye faithful, let us worship that Wood whereby we have been deemed worthy to crush the heads of our
invisible enemies.

Come, all ye kindreds of the nations, with hymns let us honour the Cross of the Lord.

Rejoice, O Cross, thou perfect redemption of fallen Adam. In thee do our most faithful sovereigns boast, since by
thy power they have mightily subjected to themselves the Ishmaelite peoples. As we Christians now venerate thee
with fear, we glorify God, Who was affixed to thee, and we say: O Lord, Who wast crucified thereon, have mercy
on us, since Thou art good and the Friend of man.

--Second Tone Ideomelon sung during the veneration of the Cross at the close of the Divine Liturgy, Attributed to
St. Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome.

Presybtera Frederica Matthews-Greene has accurately described Orthodox worship as “an assault upon all your senses”.
Perhaps no other sacramental is so overwhelming than the veneration of the Cross on its Feast. Our eyes are dazzled by the
jeweled emblem of our salvation; our ears are startled by the chromatic tonality of the Ideomelon hymn; our noses
overwhelmed by the fragrance of fresh basil; our skin startled by the effusion of blessed water; and even our lips might taste
a droplet of that water infused by basil.

“Some Name-day?” No, some Feast!

ELEVATION OF THE CROSS—FR. THOMAS HOPKO

The Elevation of the Cross, celebrated on the fourteenth of September, commemorates the finding of Christ’s
Cross by Saint Helen, the mother of the Emperor Constantine in the fourth century; and, after it was taken by
the Persians, of its recovery by the Emperor Heraclius in the seventh century at which time it was “elevated”
in the Church of the Resurrection in Jerusalem. From this latter event the “universal elevation” of the Cross
was celebrated annually in all of the churches of the Christian Empire.

The day of the Elevation of the Cross became, as it were, the national holiday of the Eastern Christian Empire

similar to the Fourth of July in the United States. The Cross, the official emblem of the Empire which was

placed on all public buildings and uniforms, was officially elevated on this day by the bishops and priests.

They blessed the four directions of the universe with the Cross, while the faithful repeated the chanting of “Lord have
mercy.” This ritual is still done in the churches today after the solemn presentation and elevation of the Cross at the end of
the Vigil service of the holy day following the Great Doxology of Matins.

The troparion of the feast which was, one might say, the “national anthem” sung on all public occasions in the Christian
Empires of Byzantium and Russia, originally petitioned God to save the people, to grant victory in war and to preserve the
empire “by the virtue of the Cross.” Today the troparion, and all the hymns of the day, are “spiritualized” as the “adversaries”
become the spiritually wicked and sinful including the devil and his armies, and “Orthodox Christians” replace the names of
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ruling officials of the Empire.

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians over their
adversaries, and by the virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation (Troparion).

As Thou was mercifully crucified for our sake, grant mercy to those who are called by Thy name;, make all
Orthodox Christians glad by Thy power, granting them victories over their adversaries, by bestowing on them the
invincible trophy, Thy weapon of peace (Kontakion).

The holy day of the Elevation of the Cross, although it has an obviously “political” origin, has a place of great significance
in the Church today. It remains with us as a day of fasting and prayer, a day when we recall that the Cross is the only sign
worthy of our total allegiance, and that our salvation comes not by “victories” of any earthly sort but by the only true and
lasting victory of the crucifixion of Christ and our co-crucifixion with him.

When we elevate the Cross and bow down before it in veneration and worship to God, we proclaim that we belong to the
Kingdom “not of this world,” and that our only true and enduring citizenship is with the saints in the “city of God” (Eph
2.19; Heb 11.10; Rev 21-22).

The first Old Testamental reading of the Vespers of the day tells of the “tree” which changes the bitter waters into
sweetness—the symbol of the Tree of the Cross (Ex 15.22—-16.1). The second reading reminds us that the Lord chastens and
corrects those whom He loves and that Divine Wisdom is “a Tree of life to those who lay hold upon her and trust in her, as
in the Lord” (Prov 3.11-18). Again the reference is to the Cross which is, as the epistle reading of the day proclaims, “to
those who are called . . . the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor 1.24).

The third Old Testament reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah which tells of the “city of the Lord” where both Jews and
Gentiles will live together and “shall bow themselves down” at the place of God’s feet and “shall know that I the Lord am
Thy Saviour and Thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Israel” (Is 60.11-16). Here we have the direct reference to God’s city
where men shall worship at His feet; and together with the psalm line repeated constantly during the services which calls us
to “bow before His footstool,” we have once again the reference to the Holy Cross (Ps 99.5, 110.1, et al.).

Before Thy Cross, we bow down in worship, O Master, and Thy holy resurrection, we glorify (Hymn of Veneration
before the Cross).

This central hymn of the Elevation of the Cross which lasts for eight days in the Church is sung many times. It replaces the
Thrice-Holy of the Divine Liturgy. The normal antiphons are also replaced by special verses from the psalms which have
direct reference to Christ’s crucifixion on the Cross (Ps 22, 74, 99). At the Matins, in the gospel reading from Saint John,
Christ says that when He is elevated on the Cross He will draw all men to Himself (Jn 12.28-36). The long gospel reading at
the Divine Liturgy is the passion account from this same gospel.

Thus, at the Elevation of the Cross the Christians make their official rededication to the crucified Lord and pledge their
undivided allegiance to Him by the adoration of His holy feet nailed to the life-creating Cross. This is the meaning of this
holy day of fasting and repentance in the Church today.

THE ORTHODOX FAITH: SPIRITUALITY & GOD—FR.. THOMAS HOPKO

Spirituality in the Orthodox Church means the everyday activity of life in communion with God. The term spirituality refers
not merely to the activity of man’s spirit alone, his mind, heart and soul, but it refers as well to the whole of man’s life as
inspired and guided by the Spirit of God. Every act of a Christian must be a spiritual act. Every thought must be spiritual,
every word, every deed, every activity of the body, every action of the person. This means that all that a person thinks, says
and does must be inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit so that the will of God the Father might be accomplished as revealed
and taught by Jesus Christ the Son of God.

... whatever you do, do all to the glory of God (1 Cor 10.31).

Doing all things to the glory of God is the meaning and substance of life for a human being. This “doing” is what Christian
spirituality is about.

Christian spirituality is centered in God; in fact, its very goal is communion with God, which is attainable through the
accomplishment of His will. To be what God wants us to be and to do what God want us to do is the sole meaning of our
human existence. The fulfillment of the prayer “Thy will be done” is the heart and soul of all spiritual effort and activity.

In the Old Testament law, it is written:
1 am the Lord your God; consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy (Lev 11:44).

In the New Testament, the first letter of Saint Peter refers to this fundamental command of God.
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... as He who called you is holy, be holy yourself in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I
am holy” (1 Pet 1:16).

That human beings should be holy by sharing in the happiness of God Himself is the meaning of union with God. All are
“called to be saints” (Rom 1.7) by becoming “partakers of the nature of God” (2 Pet 1.1). This is what Jesus meant when He
said in Sermon on the Mount, “You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt 5.48).

The teaching that man must be holy and perfect like God Himself through the accomplishment of the will of God is the
central teaching of the Orthodox Christian faith. This teaching has been stated in many different ways in the Orthodox
spiritual tradition. Saint Maximus the Confessor (7th c.) said it this way: “Man is called to become by divine grace all that
God Himself is by nature.” This means very simply that God wills and helps His creatures to be like He is, and that is the
purpose of their being and life. As God is holy, man must be holy. As God is perfect, man must be perfect, pure, merciful,
patient, kind, gentle, free, self-determining, ever-existing, and always, for eternity, the absolute superabundant realization of
everything good in inexhaustible fullness and richness ... so man must be this way as well, ever growing and developing in
divine perfection and virtue for all eternity by the will and power of God Himself. The perfection of man is his growth in the
unending perfection of God.

H KAimMA=

O1 AT IQAKEIM KAI ANNA — 9 YXEIITEMBPIOY

ALBAZONTAL

H obvaén tov dwkaiov yovéov g Ymepayiog Ocotdkov, ovpgove pe v apyoio
EKKANGLO0TIKY] TOPAd0sT, OpicTNKE TNV EMOUEVN TOV YeVESIOV NG P0TdKOL, Yo TOV AdYO
ot avtol &ywvav mpd&evol g maykooUog cotpiog pe v yévvnon g ayiog Buyatépag
TouG. «Tereitan 8¢ 1 GVVOEIS aVT®V &V T® £€0Epw oik® TTic OcotoOKOV, TANGIOV TH HeYIANg
éxkinoiog év toig Xahkompateiowg». Na avapépovpe, Aomdv, 6Tt o lwakeip Mtav Y10 Tov
Eloxkeip amd ) @uAn tov lovda kot andyovog tov AaBid. ‘Exntmtog tov Opdvov, 1dunteve
omv lovdaia kol To TEPIGGOTEPO YPOVIKO ddoTna TNV lgpovcarnu, 6oL elxe pEyapo pe
Bactuko knmo. Iavtpevtnke v Avva, Buyatépa tov Matbav Iepémg amd ™ euAn Tov Agui
kot TG Mopiag, yovaikog avtov, amd tn LA Tov lovda. Emedn ot puAéc, Baothkn kot
[epatikn, ovyyévevav petald tovg, 010t n Baocwiela eBewpeito iom pe v lepoocvvn, dev
£dwvav oute Emanpvay Quyatépeg amd aAleg PUAEC Tov Bewpodvtay kKowég. 'Etot Aoutdv, apov
Bedpeota mépace 1 (N 0V T0 Ay avtd (ELYdpL, OTMC KOG TANPOPOPOVY TO PlOYPaPIKE
oNUEDHOTA TOV £0pTdV TS 25M¢ TovAiov, ® kou Ing Aekepuppiov, o pev lookeipn méBave oktd ypdvia amd To
E1c6d10 TG k6pn¢ Tov OcotdKov o€ nAkia 92 gtddv, 1 6 Avva 11 univeg petd tov Bévoto tov looakeip, oe nAikio
83 etwv. (Tnv de Oeotdxo anéktnoav Oavpatovpykd, OmTmG oe TPONYOOHUEVO Bloypapikd onUEIOUN AVAPEPOLLE,
oe nlxkia 80 etov o loakeip ko 70 1 Avva).

MHNYMA TOY IIATPOT ANAPEA

«Oapocite, ey i un pofeicOe.» — Matlaiov 14:27
Ayamnzoi pov adehpoi ev Xpioto,

[Ipwv and pepikég efdouddeg piknoa yio 1o Evayyého omov o Koplog pog mepmdtnoe méve otn BGAacca oTovg
padntég Tov, ot omoior Bpickovtav oe o Bapko mov Akvifotav og po ToAD doynun Koatoryido. Kotd tn didpkeia
aTNG TNG doKIHAciag, ot pabntég idav v ewdva Tov Kvpiov va €pyetan mpog to PEPOG TOVG Kol VOULGAY OTL NTOV
QAVTOOLLO, KATL TOV EVETEWVE TEPAITEP® TOV (POPO TOVG KT TN d1dpKeld avTg TG Kataryidag. O Kopilog toug paovoée
Kol gine ta Aoy «Bapoeite, eyd eyd- un eoPeicOe». Avtd ta Adylo Tov Kvpilov mpémel va fpiokoviar otnv koapdid
™™g VapEng pog Kabe eopd mov avtipet@milovpe pio TPOKANGT, Hict SVGKOAL, Lo TPAy®Oid... KAOE Popd mov 1 Cmn
pog Pyaivet extdg eAEyyov.

Ye avto 10 Bavpatovpyd yeyovog, o [létpog mpe Bappoc kol {Rtnoe and tov Koplo va tov mpookarécel va Tov
ovvavtioel, kdtt mov ékave. O TIétpog KaTdpepe va Kavel pepikd ripato otnv opunTikn BdAacaca, Kot T0te 0 PO0og
Kot M apePorio eléParav oe avTdHV, KOl OL VOHOL TG GUONG Kal TNnG gvepyomomdnkav. Apyioe vo fovAdlel ko
povate «Kvpie owoe pe!» Avtd ovuPaivel kdbe popd mov otpépovpe T0 PAEUUO LAG, KOL TO MO CNUAVIIKO, TNV
gUMIGTOOLVY Hog, paxpid omd Exelvov mov etvan o pdvog mov pmopet va pag pondnoel va viKGovUe To TOVTO, TOV
Kopo pog Inocod Xpotd. Aéve 011 «n emavdinyn etvon 1 pntépa g pddnoney. ‘Eva and ta mo enavaroppavopeva



http://www.saint.gr/07/25/index.aspx
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npdyuata mov Aéue g OpBodofor Xpiotiavol givor pior mopopol epacn pe avty mov eime o Ilétpog, «Kopie
elénoov!y. Zntovtog to éleog Tov Kupiov kol ™ compia Tov Eava kon Eavd, Ba émpene va Eyovpe avtd To Adyla
YOPOUYUEVO GTO HVOAO KO TNV Yoy KOG, ®OTOGO, akopo ypetdletor va pog ta vrevouilovv. EEakoiovbodue va
agnvovpe Tov oo Kot TNV aueBoiio va pog elgBAAAoVY Kot Vo pog Kavouy va fufiotodpe oty apoptoAdTTd Hog
Ko v aneAmicio pog. Ko 6mwg o Iétpog, 60tav o Kvprog amhdvel to xEpt Tov Tpog epag Yo vo Log ONKMGEL Kol Vo
LLOG TOPOOMGEL GTNV AGPALELN, KATL TOL KAVEL TAVTA, HaG AEEL TO 1010 TpayLa... « OMydmioTE, €iG T £dioTOGOC;»

Ortav &yovpe v epmotoovvn pog otov Kopio, Oa pog elevbepdoetl and kdbe kivovvo, Ba pag omoet amd Kabe ameln.
Oa pog dMGEL KON Kol T1 SLVOTOTNTO VO TOPUKAIYOVIE TOVG 10100G TOVG VOLOVS TG PVOTC.

Emtpéyte pov va khelow pe pa dAAN mapnyopntikn Oimon tov Kvpiov, n omola Ba mpénet emiong vo nyel ota avtid
HOG KOL VO, EVIVTIOVETOL TAVTO 6TO0 MLOAO Kot TV Kopdld pog: «&v 1@ kooum OAiywy €xete” dAld Bopoeite, £ym
veviknka, Tov Koouov.» - lodvvny 16:33

Me matpikn aydnn v Xplotd, Topapiéve o TOmEVOS Kot ova&log 000A0G oag,

H EoprTH oy EINATI NHETEIA—AIAKOTX ®QMAS SHELLEY

Ta dloekto £ PEPVOLY EVOLAPEPOVOEG TEPUTAOKES GTO NUEPOAOYLO0. ZuVNO®G, N EVOVYPAUUIOT LG GVYKEKPIUEVNG
nuepopNviog pe po nuépa g foopradas Tpoympd Katd pio nuépa amd 1o £va £Tog oto endpevo. [a mapdaderypa, n
eopt ™ Huépag AveEaptnoiog mov yoptaletan v [Hopackevn eétog Oa yoptaotet to ZapPato to 2026. AAAG Ta
dloexta £I1 TPOKAAOHV QLTI TV ETNGLO TPOYMPNOT| TNG KOTA dVO NUEPES.

Kotd ovvémeln, n €ubuypduuion HG GUYKEKPIUEVNG TMUEPOUNVIOG HE Mot Mpépa TG ePSopddac pmopel va
emavaAn el 10 vopitepo TEVTE XpoOVia KoL TO 0pyoTeEPO Evieka ypovia. PETog vIpEaV apKETES E0pTEG KOOOPIGUEVDV
nuep®v mov yoptdotnkov v Kvplokr, ot omoieg dev giyov gvbuypappuctel 1660 moAd yio TepocdTEPO ATO Lo
dexoetio: H TMopm g Yranaviig otig 2 Pefpovapiov kat, mo npoceata, n ['opt) tov Amoctorwv [TéTtpov kon
[TavAov otic 29 Tovviov.

AMG M emopevn Topm mov Bo méoer Kvprokn petd omd o tétoto £vieka ypdviol Sl0Komng €lval o OKN TNg
katnyopio: H [aykoopo "Yymwon tov Tiov kKot Zoomoloh Ztowpol (e ToV TITAO HEPIKES POPESG GLUVTOUEVUEVO GE
«tov Ztavpovy) otig 14 ZemtepPpiov. H TMoptm eivan oe Eeymprot) katnyopio emedn eivor Nnoteio - por ToA0
aVGTN P, ZapaKootiov Nnoteia - aveEdptnta amd v nuépa e fOOHAdAC.

O Zrtavpog Xxobpag pov to Bdpioe avtd Tpwv amd peptkd ypodvia, otav, v Kuplaxn mpv and tov Etavpd, Tov
evyNONKa xpovia TOALA Yoo TV ENEPYOUEVN OVOUAOTIKY TOV €0ptY|. H ambvinon tov ftav mpaypatikd emkn: «Ziyd
mv yopt: Op xpéac, oyt toryapa, Oxt pmopal» Ta kahd véa v po «opt) Nnoteiogy v Kvpuokr elvar 61t
EMTPENOVTOL TO AASL KOl TO KPAGT - KATL TOL KOT' EMEKTACT TEPLOUPAVEL Kot TNV pmdpa!

AMG M Topt g Hoaykdopog Yydoews tov Ztavpod givar o [optn mov petapépet KaAd véa aveEdptnta amd tnv
nuépa g eRdopddag mov yoptdletor Ko doyetn pe tov Pabud g vnoteiog mov tnpeitat:

«Agbte motol, 10 (womoldv EHLov mpockvuvicompey, &v @ Xpiotog O Bacikedg tiig 86ENC ékovaimg ygipog
gktetvog, Dywoev MUag &ig v dpyaiov pokapotnta, odg mpiv 0 &xBpog, d” Ndovilg cuAnocag, £EopioToug
®¢od memoinke.

A&dte moTOl EDAOV TPOCKVVGOEY, S 00 NEWMONUEY, TdV dopltmv &xOpdY cuVTpiBely TOG KAPOG.
Agbdte maco ol ToTplal Tdv E0vav, Tov Ztowpov tod Kvpiov duvorlg tiuncmpey.

Xaipoig Xtavpe 10D mecovtog Adap 1| tedeio ATpwaots. 'Ev 6ol o1 mototatol PaciAels fUdY Kovy@dvTol, Mg
M) o1 dvvapet, Toponiitny Aaov KpaTou®dg VTOTATTOVTES. & VOV LETA OOV YploTiovol acmalouevot, TOV &v
ool mpoomayévia Ocov do&alopev, Aéyoviec Kopie, 0 &v avt®d otowpwbeic, Eréncov Nudc, g dyadog Kol
QWavOpwmog.» - Hyogc B’ Idiouclo mov ywalletar koo v mpookvvhon tov 2tavpod oto télog ¢ Ociag
Aertovpyiog, amodioetar otov Ayio Aéovta tov Méya, Eriokomo Paung.

H TlpecPutépa @pedepikn Mabiovg-I'kpv Exet meprypdyet pe axpifeia v OpB6doén Aatpeio wg «emifeon oe OAeC
T owoOnoelg cagy. Towg xapion GAAN TeAeTn) dev €ival TOGO GLVTPUTTIKN OO TNV TPOCKHVNON TOV ZTOVPOD GTNV
Eopt tov. Ta patio pog Boprdvovtot and to 6ToMopuEVO EUPAnua g cotnpiog poc. Ta avtid pog Eaevidlovrot amod
™ YPOUATIKN TOVIKOTNTO TOV [dtopédov duvov. Ot piteg pog KotakAvlovtol and 10 Apoie Tov EPECKOL PacIAkoD.
To déppa pog Eapvialetor amd v Exyvon Tov aylacpov. Kot akoun kot o yeldn pog LTopel va YELToUV Uid oToyova,




PAGE 8 THE LADDER

Ao oVTO TO VEPO EUTOTICUEVO e PACIAIKO.

«Zryd v yropt;» Oy, «T1 omovdaia yiopth!»

Y¥QzHE TOY XTAYPOY—IIP. ®OMAT XOIIKO

H "Yywon tov Ztowpov, mov yoptaletarl otig 14 Xemnteufpiov, Tnd v €0peon tov XTowpov Tov Xplotov amd TV
Ayl EAévn, T untépa tov Avtokpdtopo Kwvotavtivov Tov T£T0pT0 cudva Kot, PHETE TNV KOTAANYN TOV O TOLG
[Tépoeg, Tnv avdxtnon Tov and tov Avtokpdtopa Hpdxielo tov €Bdopo ardve, omote kot «voymonke» oty Exkinocia
m¢ Avaotdoewng oty Igpovsainu. Amd ovtd 10 teAevtaio yeyovog, M «lloykdéoo Yywon» tov ETowpov
yioptaldtov eTNGimg og OAES TIC EKKANGIEG TNG XPLOTIOVIKNG AVTOKPOTOPIOG.

H nuépa g Yymong tov Ztavpod £yve, KOTG KOOV Tpomo, 1 €Bvikn €opt) ™G AvaTtoAKNng XploTIOVIKNG
Avtokpatopiag, mapouoln pe v 4n lovAiov otic Hvouéveg TloAteiec. O Xtoawpodc, to emionuo EuPpinuo g
Avtokpatopiog Tov TomobeTovvVTay 6 OAN T, ONUOCLH KTIPLO KO TIG GTOAEG, VYMOVOTOV ETIGT O CVTAV TNV NUEPO 0T
TOVG EMOKOTOVG Ko ToVG 1epels. EvAdynoav Tig 1€00epic KatevhBuvaeelg Tov GOUTAVTOG LE TOV ZTOVPO, EVA Ol TOTOl
emavardpfovay v yoiumdio «Kople eAéncovy. Avti 1 teletovpyia eEokorlovbel va yivetar oTic ekkAncieg onpepa
HETE TNV emioTUN TOPOLGINGT KOl VY®OOT TOV XTOVPOV GTO TEAOG TNG OYPLTIVIOG TNG lEPNS NUEPAS OV 0KOAOVOEL T
Meyain Ao&oroyia tov OpOpov.

To tpomap1o g €0pTNG, TOL Bol UTOPOVGE KAVEIG VO TTEL, NTAV O «EOVIKOG VUVOCH TOL YAAAOVTAY GE OAEG TIG ONUOCIEG
EKONAMOELS OTIG XPIOTIAVIKEG avTokpatopieg Tov Bulavtiov kot g Pociag, apyd mapakaiovoe Tov Oed vo 6OoEL
TOV A0, va xapicel TN VIKN 6ToV TOAEUO KOl VO SLOTNPTGEL TV OVTOKPATOPIO «UE TN SVVAUN TOV XZTOVPOV». ZNUEPQ,
TO TPOMAPLO, Kot OAOL Ol VUVOL TNG NMUEPAS, «TVELHOTIKOTOLOVVTAL KOOMDG 01 «ovTimalowy YivovTol Ol TVELUOTIKA
acefelg kKo apaptorol, courepAapfoavoprévon Tov SafOAOD Kol TOV GTPATOV TOL, Kot ot «OpBodo&or XpioTiavoi»
avTIKaO1GTOHV TOL OVOUATO TOV NYEUOVOV ASIOUATOVY®V TNG AVTOKPATOPING.

2aoov, Kipie, 10v Aadv gov, kol ebAoynoov Ty kAnpovouiov cov, vikog toig faciiedorl kota Popfopwv
OWPOVUEVOGS, Kal TO GOV PLAGTTWV, 010, TOD 2Tavpod cov Tolitevua. (AToivtikio)

O dywbeig év 1@ 2rovp®d Ekovaiwg, Tj] ETWVIUQ@ 60D Kaivi] TOMTELQ, TOVG OIKTIPUOVS G0V ddpnoal, Xpiote 0
Ocdg. Ebppavov &v tj] dvovauer oov, To0¢ moTtodg Pacilels UV, VIKOS YOpHydY obTolS, KOTA TV TOAEUIMV*
™V avupoyioy Exotey ™y anv, 6miov eipnvng, antntov tpomaiov. (Kovidkio)

H 1epf nuépa Mg Yydoemg Tov Xtavpol, ov Kot EYEL TPOPAVAOG CTOAITIKN» TPOEAEVLOT, £xel (o BEon peydang
onuociog oty Exkincia onpepa. Hapapéver pall pog og nuépa vnotelog Kot Tpocevyng, Hio Nuépa mov Bupodpaote
Ot 0 Ztawpdg ivar To HOvo onpadt A&lo TG TANPOLS APOGIMONG G Kot OTL 1] cOTNPIo HoG OV EPYETAL OO «VIKESH
OTOLOVONTOTE YNVOL €I00VC, OAAG amd T poOVN aAndvi kot Stopkn VIKn TG oTOVP®ONG TOL XPLoTOV Kol TNG
ovvotavpwong pog pall Tov.

Ortav vydvovpe Tov ZTowpd Kot TPOSKLVOOUE UTPOSTE Tov pe oefacpd Kot Aotpeion otov Ogd, draxnpvtTovpe OTL
aviikovpe 6t Baciieion «Oxt ovtod Tov KOGHOLY Kot OTL 1] LOVH 0ANOv Kot S1apKG LANKOOTNTA LG EVOL PE TOVG
ayiovg otnv «toAN tov @0 (Epeciovg 2:19- EBpaiovg 11:10- Amox. 21-22).

To mpdto [Molaoddnkikd avayvoopo tov Eoteptvod g nuépag HAGEL Yo TO «OEVIPO» TOL UETATPETEL TO TKPAL
vepd oe yAvkOtnta - 10 cOpPoro tov Aévipov tov ZTowpolh (EEodog 15:22-16:1). H dedtepn avdyvoon pog
vrevOopiler 6Tt 0 Kvprog madevet kat dtopbdvel eketvovg mov ayamd ko 0Tt 1 Ociar Xoeia givar «dévtpo {ong ot
OGOLG TNV KPAUTOLV KOl EUTIGTEVOVTIOL G VTNV, O0Ttm¢ otov Kvuproyn (TTapowuieg 3:11-18). Kot mdi 1 avagpopd yiveton
oTOV ZTawpd, 0 0MOI0G, OTME OLAKNPVOCEL 1) ATOCTOAIKT OVAYVMOT TNG NUEPUS, EIVOL «GE EKEIVOVE TTOL KOAOVUVTAL... |
dvvaun Tov g0l kal 1 coeia Tov Bcov» (A" Kopwvbiovg 1:24).

H 1pit avdyvoon g [Horodg Awabnkng tpoépyeton and v Ipognteia tov Hoala, 1 omola pkdet yio v «moin
Tov Kvpiov» 6mov t6c0 ot lovdaior 660 kar o1 EBvikol Ba {ovv pali kol «Ba mpockuviicouvy ota oo Tov Beov Kot
«Ba, yvopicovv 6Tt eyd o Kipiog eipon o Zotipog cov Kot 0 AvTpmTig 6ov, o duvatog tov Iopani» (Ho. 60:11-16).
Ed® éyovpe v dpeon avaeopd otnv wOAN Tov Ocovd 6mov ot avBpwmot Ba Tpookvvovv ota mod Tov. Kot pali pe
TOV YOAMUKO OTiY0 7OV EMAVOAUUPAVETOL CLUVEXDS KOTA Tn OUPKEW TOV AEITOLPYIOV KOl HOG KOAEL va
«TPOGKLVICOVE UTPOGTA GTO VITOTOOO Tovy, £xovpe yio GAAN po popd TV avapopd otov Tipo Xtavpd (YaApog
99,5, 110,1, k.Am.).

Tov Zrovpov gov mpookvvoduev, Aéomoto, kal v ayiav cov dvaotooiy oolalouev. (Yuvog Ilpockivvnong
EVOTIOV TOV 2TOVPOD)
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AvTtdg 0 KEVTPIKOG VUVOG TNG YYMOEMG TOV ZTAVPOoD, oL dtapKel oktd Muépeg otnv Exkincio, ydAietar moAlég
@opés. Avtikabiotd tov Tpiodylo g Ocsiog Asrtovpyiag. Ta kovovikd aviipova aviikabictaviol exiong amd €101K00E
OTI{OVG OO TOVG YOALOVG TTOV £XOVV GUECT OVOPOPE GTN GTAVP®oT ToL XPp1oTov otov Xtowpd (Paruog 22, 74, 99).
>tov OpbBpo, 610 gvayyehikd avayvoopo tov Ayiov Imdvvn, o Xpiotdg Aéet 1L dtav vywbel otov ZTowpo, Ha eAkvoet
olovg toug avBpamovg kovtd Tov (Iodvvng 12,28-36). To pokpd evayyelkod avdyvooua otn Ocia Asttovpyia givar n
aenynon Tov tabovg amd to 1610 o TO EVAYYEALO.

"Etot, katd v Yywon tov Xtovpod ot XpioTiavol KAVOLV TV ETICT|UN ETAVAPIEPMGT] TOVS GTOV E0TAVPOUEVO Khplo
Kot opkilovtal TV apéPIoTn APOGImon TOvg o€ AvtoOv pe TNV Tpookvvnon tev oyiov modiwv Tov mov eivan
KopPouéEvo otov (womold Xtovpd. Avtd eivar To vOmuo avthig TG Aylag MUEPOS VNOTENG Kol UETAVOLNG OTNV
ExicAnoia onuepa.

H OreoA0o=z0z IT1I=TH: IINEYMATIKOTHTA KAI OEO0z—IIP. ®QMAx XOIIKO

[Tvevpatikotnta otnv OpBodoén Exkinoia onuaivel tnv kabnuepvi dpaotnprotnra g Long o€ Kowvavio Le Tov Ogod.
O 0pog mvevpoTIKOTNTO OV aVOPEPETAL LOVO GTN dPAGTNPLOTNTO TOV TVEDUOTOG TOV ovBpdmov Hdvo, TOL Vo, NG
KopOWIG Kol TNG WYuyng Tov, OAAG avoeépetorl emiong oe oAOKANpN ™ (N ToL avOpOTOL OTMOC EUTVEETOL KoL
kaBodnyeitor amd to Ivedpa tov Oeov. Kabe mpdaén evog Xpiotiovod mpénet va eivor Tvevpatiky tpdén. Kabe oxéyn
TPEMEL VO, ElVOL TVELUATIKY), KAOE AOYoC, kdOe mpdln, Kabe dpacTnpldTNTA TOL COUNTOC, KAOE EVEPYELD TOV OTOLOV.
Avt6 onuaivel 0Tt OAo OGO CKEPTETOAL, AEEL KOl KAVEL EVOL ATOUO TTPEMEL VO EUTVEOVTOL Ko Vo KalBodnyodvtat amd 1o
Aywo Ilvedua, mote 10 BEANUA Tov Ogov TMatépa vo exmAnpwbel dmwg amokolvEOnke Kol d1ddyOnke and tov Incov
Xp1oto, Tov Y10 100 B0,

... 0,TLKL av KAveTe, Oha va KAveTe Yo TN d0&a Tov Bgov (A' Koprvbiovg 10:31).

To va kavete to mavta yuo ™ 80 tov g0l elvar to vonpa kou 1 ovoia g Long Yo évav avBpmmo. Avtd To
«IpATTELYY EIVOL TO VOMULA TNG YPLOTIAVIKNG TVEVLOTIKOTNTOC.

H yp1oTioviki] TVELHOTIKOTNTO EXIKEVIPAOVETOL 6TOV Bgd. TNV TPAYUATIKOTNTA, O 1010C 0 GTOYO0G TNG £lval 1 Kowvwvia
pe tov Ogd, N omola eivor QKT pES® NG ekTANp®oNg Tov Bednpatog Tov. To va eipacte avtd mov BEAel 0 Ogdg va
elLOGTE KO VO KAVOLLE 0VTO TToL BEAEL 0 BedG Vo KAvoLE glvar TO povadtkd vonua s avlpaomvng vropéng pog. H
ekmAnpmon ¢ Tpocevyng «I'evnfteo to BEANUE Zovy» givarl | kapdid Kot 1 Yoy Kdbe TveLHOTIKNG TpooTdOEelng Kot
dpPaCTNPLOTNTOC.

Xtov vopo g [Hoiodg Awdnkng, sivar ypoppévo:

Eyd eipon Kdplog o Oedc cog: aylaoteite Aowmdv Ko yivete dylol, emeldn ayrog eipon (Agvtr. 11:44).

Ymv Kouwvn Awefnim, n tpdt emiotodn tov Ayiov [T€tpov avapépetal e avt ) Oepeldon evroin tov Ogov.

... kaBdG dryrog etvan Exeivog mov cog kdheoe, va elote Kot €6€lg dytol o€ OAN GOG TN dloy®yn: apov eivar YpopUéEVO:
«Ay0t yiveohe, emeldn aylog eipon eyd» (A" [étp. 1:16).

To 611 01 GvOpwmOL TpEMEL var Eivart drylor GUUUETEXOVTAG GTNV LTV TOV {310V TOL B0V givarl TO VONU TG EVOONG LE
tov ®gd. Olot «kAntovrtal va givar ayow (Pop. 1:7) yivovtag «kotvevol g @oong tov Ogovn (B” [Tétp. 1:1). Avtd
evvoovoe 0 Incovg otav gine otnv Enl tov Opovg Opkia: «Ilpémer Aowmdv va eiote téletot, 0nmg o ovpdaviog [atépag
oag eivar téheocy (Math. 5:48).

H dwaokario 611 0 dvOpomog mpénel vo elvarl Aylog Kot TEAELOG OT®MG 0 1010 0 Bed¢ PECH TNG EKTANP®ONG TOV
Belfuatog Tov Oeol eivar M xevipikn Owaokaiion g OpBodoEne XpioTwovikng miotng. Avtni 1 OdacKaAio €xet
owtvmmBel pe mMOAAODG OPOpPeTIKOVG TPOTOVG otnv OpBodoEn mvevpatikn mopddoon. O Aywog Md&ipog o
Oporoynmg (70¢ at.) to eime g e&ng: «O dvBpomog kaAeitar va yivel pe ) Bela yapn OAa doa givor o id10g 0 Bgdg
Katd @Oon». Avtd onuaivel ToAd amAd 6tL 0 Oedg BEAeL kan fondd ta TAdopatd Tov va givor dmwg glvar, Kot owToHG
glval o oxomog ¢ vrapéng kot tng {ong Tove. Kabmg o ®edg sivan dylog, o dvBpwmog mpénel va givor dyloc. Kabwg o
®ebdg etvan TéAe10g, 0 AVOp®TOC TPEMEL Vo €lvorl TEAELOG, AyvOC, EAENU®V, VTTOUOVETIKOG, EVYEVIKOG, TPAOG, eAeVbepPOC,
aVTOTPOCIOPILOUEVOC, CLOVIO VITAPY®Y KOl TAVTIW, Yo TAVTIO, 1 mOALT VIEPAPOovN TpaypdTmon Kabe kodod oe
aveEavTAntn mAnpdtra Kot mAovto... 'Etol mpénet va givar kot o AvOpmomoc, Vo avamTOGGETAL KOl VO OVOTTOGGETOL
ouveymg oe Ogikn TeAeldTTo Ko apeTn yoo OAN v cuoviotnta pe tn 8€Anon kol m 6vvaun tov idov tov Ogob. H
TEAEOTNTO TOV avOpdOTOL elval | AVATTVEN TOL GTNV ATEAEIMTN TEAELOTNTA TOL B0,
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METROPOLIS OF
PITTSBURGH

2025 CLERGY LAITY ASSEMBLY
SEPTEMBER 25 - 27, 2025

s Registration opens 4:00pm
(Clergy 1:30am)

Annunciation Cathedral Columbus, OH

FSEDPLaT NN ECOUeN 555 N High St, Columbus OH 43215-2068
Columbus - Downtown

501 North High St, pittsburgh.goarch.org/2025-assembly

Columbus, OH 43215 Registration Cost: SCANEOR CLA

SCAN FOR HOTEL Group Rate available until 09.03.2025 3/2 Days: $250.00 | 1Day: $150.00 gjfsgi?::"?f o
e e

Lodging:

Use Group Rate Code: 92E or + $15.00 for Fndcy Evening event: } ST
Metropolis Clergy Laity 2025 block | Global Foodie Experience Do ;’}‘ﬁl&
X e Online Registration Opens: Aug1 A
SR G SR at0 Registration Deadline: Sept 14

9 info@pittsburgh.goarch.org O 412 621 5529 o pittsburgh.goarch.org

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh o}

Family

X =3 " : : .‘ A G AU =2 50 N 7‘_
camp Suin' Nicho'as Workshop Instructors
Greek Orthodox Cathedral 3

419 South Dithridge Street |Pittsburgh, PA | 15213 | USA

4

SEPTEMBER 19-21, 2025 | CAMP NAZARETH

September 11 - b
o » Thursday afternoon L
“Honorlng the Sabbath lo Sundey middey S€ptember 14 o <
e o : Culminating on the Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross
In the busyness of life, how can families slow down together? 7T
y Hogg
-

$25° per participant”®

FeA wRING K€y~OT€ SP&AKERS indud:all :h, workshops, n-::;i;;::hl, :mon
Blessod by His 'm*w vas of Pimbergh,
Adult Track: Priscilla Callos, MDiv, RBC, CT e ok ey o) ol e e fom v by o S
country 3 Christian wonhip, , and
Youth Track: Marina Giannirakis, MSW, MPS prackce ia the Praltc Ar) wos the frst evant of it kind in the USA and

i convening for its thied yaor in o new region of the country.

Photini Downie Robinson

Fectured Prosenter H
Father Eleftherios Constantine Reg'Ster

§ Sont Nicholos Greek Orthodox Cathedral online ;
J Teaching Liconsa in Byzonbne Mesic, 3

Cantral Music Conservatory of Thassaloniki before r
August 15!

“Addrera Corn Trne! ard Auromacder

OPEN TO ALL FAMILIES! REGISTRATION OPENS JULY 14.

Scan our QR Code for more info!

Quedfions? Contact Fr. Joe DiStefandigt
\ fridistefano@yahoo.com ' 4
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7 , Our campaign goal is
. New Metropolis Center within sight! Please

W L ; consider a donation to
) N9 the campaign.

New Metropolis Center
PO Box 640729
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-0729

SUMMER CAMP - THIS IS THE WAY

This year’s theme was “This is the Way” which focused on The Cross of
Christ.

“My yoke is easy and my burden is light” Jesus was speaking to the
mu{titudes when He sai«( these words. At that time they didn’t know
what His physical or His spiritual burden would be. We Know that the
spiritual burden would be the weight of our sins. But the physical
burden.... The Cross. Only the power of Jesus Christ and His love for us
can take the epitome of pain, humiliation and defeat and turn it into the
perfect instrument of healing, exultation and victory. He has done this
for us and calls us to come after Him, step by step, walking with our
Cross toward our victory with Him and our ultimate JOY.

MONDAY: We talked about how sin entered the world and how only
Christ, fully God and fully man, could save us. The Cross was part of
God’s plan from the beginning—like the Tree of Life in Eden.

TUESDAY: We looked at Old Testament stories—Abraham, Moses,
and others—where signs of the Cross appeared. These moments
showed God was always preparing us for Christ’s sacrifice.

WEDNESDAY: We learned how Christ’s death on the Cross happened
exactly as the Scriptures said. Even the smallest details were part of
God’s plan to save us.

THURSDAY: We saw that Christ chose the Cross with love and
strength. In the Church, the Cross is lifted high, not as a sign of loss, but
of victory.

FRIDAY: Jesus tells us to take up our own cross. That means living
with love, sacrifice, and helping others. The Church helps us do this
together, as one Body in Christ.

In addition to our curriculum, our days were filled with Orthodox Life
Sessions, Discussion Groups, Water & Land Olympics, Activities,
Campfires, Music, and Arts and Crafts. Friendships were formed and
connections were created by living our Faith in an Orthodox Christian
Camp Community.

We are appreciative of all of the support from our families, ?arishc‘s.
donors, and the many prayers! It is a true joy to see our campers love one
another and grow in their Orthodox Faith each summer!

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR METROPOLIS MINISTRIES!
[t costs approximately $1,000 per day to operate our Metropolis - including Metropolitan Savas’s
Archpastoral visitations, preparations for summer camp and GO YA retreats, our vital registry, and more.
Please consider sponsoring a day in the life of the Metropolis:

Greek Orthodox Met ropolis of Pittsburgh, s201 Ellsworth Avenue, l'uls|mrg|1, PA 15232
412-621-5529 (Main) 412-465-0460 (Camp) 412-621-8543 (Youth) g
pittsburgh.goarch.org info@pittsburgh goarch.org




[CON FLOWER DONATIONS

E] ** Jcons for Feast Days in September, October and November** Eﬁ
Eq ** EIKOVES yia TIC YIOPTES Tov Yemtéufpto, Oktwfplo kat tov Noufpio* :‘g
k4 B3
Eg Available for flower donations towards decorating -$60 each Eg
E’: Aiatibevral yia SwpeEs atodiouov - $60 n kabsuia Ea

84 Sunday; September 14 - The Elevation of the Cross (DONATED) 3
¥ Kupiakr, 14 Yemteufpiov - Yywois tov Tiuilov Xravpov(402PEA) 3

%] Saturday; October 18 - St. Luke the Fvangelist 3
3| Yapfato, 8 Oktwfpiov - Ayios Aovkdas o Evayyeldiotii¢ 3

, Sunday; October 26 - St. Demetrios(DONATED ,

| b
] Kvpiakrj, 26 Oxtwfpiov - Ayios Anuritptog(42PEA) i3
| 3
k4 Tuesday, October 28 - Holy Protection of the Theotokos ¥
k4 Tpitn, 28 Oxtwfplov - Ayiag Xkémng ¥

3] Saturday; November 8 - Synaxis of the Archangels (DONATED) E?Z
37| Yapfato, 8 Nosufpiov - Xvvaén twv Apyayyélwv (A12PEA) 3
| k4
Eg Sunday, November 9 - St. Nektarios (DONATED) Eg
Eﬂ Kupuakti, 9 Nosufpiov - Ayiog Nextdpiog (ANPEA) :ﬂ

Eﬂ Icon donation requests are fulfilled very fast! If you are interested in donating E?a
Eﬂ towards an icon, Please contact the Church office at 717-741-4200 Eﬁ
Eq or email: annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com Thank you! “g




I‘ [CON FLOWER DONATIONS

I‘ E‘] ** [cons for Feast Days in September, October and November** E:Z
I Eg ** EIKOVEC yIa TIC YIOPTEC TOU JenmTeufplo, Oxtwfplo kat tov Noufoio* Eg
I‘ Eg Available for flower donations towards decorating -$60 each Eg
I‘ 4 AiatiBevral yia Swpeés otodiouov - $60 n kabsula 3

I‘ Eg Thursday, November 13 - John Chrysostom b
I‘ Eg [TIéumtn, 13 NosupBpiov - lwavvng Xpvodotouog Eg
I‘ %] Friday, November 14 - Philip the Apostle B3
I‘ Eg llapaokevr, 14 NosufBpiov - idimrmog O ‘Amooroldog “g
| q
I‘ k4 Sunday, November 16 - Matthew the Apostle & Fvangelist 3%

I‘ 4 Kvptakm, 16 Nogufpiov - Améoroldog kat Evayyeliotiic MatBaiog ¥

I‘ 4 Friday, November 21 - Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple B3
I‘ 4 llapaokevr, 21 Nogufpiov - Eioodta tn¢ Osotoxov ortov Nao B3

I‘ 7] Tuesday, November 25 - St. Katherine (DONATED) :?3
I‘ k4 Tpitn, 25 NogufBpiov - Ayia Aikatepivny (A402PEA) k3
I‘ Eg Sunday, November 30 - St. Andrew gé
I‘ 2] Kvpiakr, 30 Nosufpiov - Ayiog Avopsag 3

I‘ q OL Swpe€g elkovISiwv eKTANpwVovVTAL TTOAD Ypiyopo -ETikovwvnoTe e To 3
I‘ E‘] ypageio ™G ‘ExkAnoiag oto 717-741-4200 E:Z

I‘ Eﬂ Eav ev8la@épeote va kavete Swped TTPOG LA ELKOVA . Z0G EVXAPLOTOVE! ::3
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Ecclesiastical
New Year

LAB®R

** FATHER ANDREW OUT OF OFFICE AUGUST 22nd TO SEPTEMBER 12TH **
*% CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED AUGUST 18TH TO SEPTEMBER 12TH **

7
Sunday Before
Holy Cross
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine
Liturgy
Sunday School
begins

9

10

11

12

13

1'%

The Elevation of
the Holy Cross
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine

Liturgy
Philoptochos
Membership
Meeting

15

Parish Council
6:30pm

16

17

18

19

20

Vespers,
6:30 pm

21
Sunday After
Holy Cross
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine
Liturgy

Blessing of the
New Year

22

23

24

25
“Intro. to the
Orthodox Faith”
Catechism, Ses-
sion 1, 6-7:30 pm

26

27
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

Parish Council Meeting: June 3, 2025

Present: Father Andrew Tsikitas, Deacon Tom Shelley, Lola Lamnatos, George Karanicolas, Kelly Sheasley, Ma-

ria Skouras, Pete Harmantzis, Dr. Nick Agapis, Chris Barakos, Nick Barakos, Toli Vainas, Roula Skouras, Terry
Koutsokostas

1. Prayer and Father’s Opening Remarks
-The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew. He welcomed Terry Koutsokostas to the Parish

Council, who was already sworn in to office. Father read a letter of thanks from the Metropolis of Pittsburgh for
the first installment of our pledge for the new Metropolis center construction.

2. Approval of Minutes for May 6, 2025
-A motion was made by Lola L. to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Pete H. andthe minutes

were approved.

3. President’s Report

- Lola met with the newly formed audit committee, which includes John Kolokoglu, Chris Lainas, and Sophie
Eppley. The allocation form was sent in to the Metropolis last month.

4. Treasurer’s Report

-The account balances were given by Kelly S.

-Moved $5,000 from scholarship fund into the checking account until we figure out how much money we will
needs to use for grants this year.

-Many in the community are questioning what our monthly expenses are, they are estimated to be $30,000-

$35,000.

5. Grounds & Maintenance

-Gangloff was supposed to have stopped by to check on the roof leak, have not provided us with update.

6. Food Festival Update
-The gyro meat will be cut later this month in preparation for the October festival. We will be getting 135

cones of meat.
-The festival committee will be meeting soon to discuss scheduling for prep work.

7. Stewardship Committee & Social Committee Update
-We have collected $60,000 in stewardship. Steve Gekas is interested in helping with the stewardship

committee, as well as attorney George Margetas, George Karanicolas and possibly Athena Keares.

-Father Andrew will start seeking out help for Sunday school and the Oratorical festival. He is also working on
scheduling a trip to the monastery.

-The church picnic has been scheduled for August 17th .

- Parishioners continue to gather in the social hall to watch Greek sporting events and enjoy having access to
Greek tv.




|‘ PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

|‘ Parish Council Meeting: June 3, 2025 Con’t

| 8. Tech & Security Update

-New key fob system is up and running. Almost everyone who needs access to the church has received a new

key fob. The Knox Box will still need to be updated once the alarm system is ready.

|‘ 9. Old Business

|‘ -Name tags have been ordered for Parish Council members, which will be worn during church service and

other events so council members are easily identified by the public. They will be in the drawer by the candles.
-Marble Restoration: Father Andrew has reached out to someone and sent photos and video of what we need

fixed. He will probably be available to do the repairs this winter. The fascia outside is poured concrete, so we
will have to reach out to someone else who does that type of work.
-Quick Books: Father Andrew called 3 different companies that do church software programs, all

cost about $10,000 per year, as opposed to the Metropolis program which is almost $300 per month. To start
| using the Metropolis program in the next fiscal year.
|‘ -Window Sealing in the Church: no updates

-Moving Dishwasher: no updates
-Emergency Plan: need a committee to form this plan
-Chair Lift: need to post instructions on how to use and also need to have the remote control fixed as it was
taken off the wall needs to be hardwired.

|‘ 10. New Business
-The choir wants to send 3 people to Camp Hill for a church musicians conference. The cost is $235per person.
|‘ Motion by Maria to approve, 2nd by Kelly, motion passed.

‘ -We have 13 Goyans going to camp this summer, the cost will be $100 per person, which will be covered by
‘ the camp scholarship fund. Motion by Pete H. to approved, 2nd by Kelly, motion passed.

-Paraklesis service after camp will be held at our church on 8/12/25, we will have to plan a light Lenten meal
for after service.
-Greek dance will being in the fall and will be $100 per student. Greek school will be $250 per student. To

make announcements for sign up for both these classes.

-To discuss the hall rental prices at our next meeting,

|‘ -Philoptochos reported that the raised $4,000 for each of the two charities at their fundraiser.
-Decided to go back to publishing the Ladder monthly starting in September.

|‘ Next meeting scheduled for Monday, August 4th at 7:00pm.

|‘ The meeting ended at 8:45 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew.




Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation

2025 Christmas Card -XpioTovy evvIaTIKn) KapTr

Please join the Annunciation Family in spreading warm Christmas wishes and good cheer to
the entire community by including your family’s name in our annual Christmas Card!

Please fill out the attached form, along with your donation, and return to the Church office
DEADLINE IS - Tedevtaio puépa eival
** SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025%*

This year’s donation towards the card is $25 per family. If you are able to offer an
additional amount please feel free. Your donation will be greatly appreciated
and will benefit the Camp Scholarship Program

Thank you in advance for another successful community endeavor.

Your participation is greatly appreciated! Xoc svyopiorovue yra ty ovuuetoyn oog!

NAME:

AMOUNT OF DONATION: $

NAME EXACTLY HOW TO APPEAR ON CARD: PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Tpare axptBd¢ To dvoud oa¢ dmw¢ 1o OSAeTE va elval otny kdpta

Please drop off form to Church office, or mail to:
Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
2500 Pine Grove Rd
York, PA 17403




|‘ STEWARD UPDATE- ANATIPOZAPMOIH OIKONOMAON, 2025 (AS OF AUGUST 6, 2025)

Dr & Mrs Nicholas Apagis
Dr & Mrs Steven Agapis
M/M Vasilios Anstine

M/M Anthony Anstine

Ms Anita Asimos

Mr Christopher Barakos

Ms Lola Benefiel

Ms Turkan Birkmueller
M/M Mark Bittner

M/M Matthew Bittner

Mr Jacob Boogher

M/M Colin Burtner

Ms Maria Carrieri

Ms Vasilia Chiadis

M/M Takis Cologer

M/M Christopher Dalaperas
M/M Nestoras Dalaperas
M/M Alex Daoularis

M/M Dionisios Daoularis
Mr Patrick Doyle

Ms Sophie Eppley

M/M Steven Eppley

Dr & Mrs Constantine Gekas
M/M Steven Gekas

Mr William Peter Gekas

Ms Athanasia Georgakopoulos
Mr George K Georgakopoulos
M/M Kostas Georgakopoulos
M/M George Georgaras
The late, Mr Andreas Giourtis
M/M George Haritos

M/M Panagiotis Harmantzis
Drs George & Joan Hayes
Mr Charles Henry

Ms Hrisoula Hioutis

M/M William Hondos
M/M Phﬂlip Kapsalis

M/M Nicholas Karageorgos
Mr Vasilios Karageorgos

Ms Irini Karambas

M/M George Karanicolas
Ms Joanne Karanicolas
M/M Athanasios Karanikas
M/M John Katsaros

M/M Michael Keriazis

Ms Eleni Kocoronis

M/M Gus Kocoronis

Mr Harry Kocoronis

Mr James Kocoronis

M/M Constantine Kokos
M/M John Kolakoglu

Ms Lola Lamnatos
Mr John Lamnatos
Ms Sotiria Lamnatos
M/M Daniel Lewis
Atty Dorothy Livaditis
Drs Gus & Sophia Livaditis
M/M Thomas Livaditis
Ms Alisa Nicoara
M/M Bill Mallas
M/M Konstantine Mallas
Ms Leah Mallas
M/M Thomas Mandras
Ms Vasiliki Marros
Mr George H Margetas
M/M Harry Margetas
Ms Kelly L Margetas
M/M Petros G Margetas
M/M Sotirios Margetas
Mr Demetrios Masgalas
Dr Tassia Masgalas
Mr Tony Masgalas
M/M Thomas Meligakes
Dr & Mrs Nick Pandelidis
Dr & Mrs Steven Pandelidis
M/M Dimos Papageorgiou
Mr George Papageorgiou
M/M Chriss Papayannis
M/M Panagiotis Pavlou
Dr & Mrs Eric Pienschke
M/M Athanasios Polychronis
M/M Dino Pritsios
Ms Katherine Rodas
Ms Marianna Rodas
M/M Socratis Rodas
Mr Socratis T Rodas
M/M Socratis Rodas
Ms Marina Rontiris
M/M Mike Rosario
M/M Chris Saltos
Mr Nicholas Scales &

Mrs Evangelia Papacostas
Mr Caleb Schwenk

& Ms Paige Cottrell
Mrs Julie Sekeres
M/M James K Sgagias
Mr Konstantine A Sgagias
M/M Stephen Sheasley
Mr John Shelley

Rev Deacon Thomas Shelley &

Diaconissa Jan Shelly
Ms Maria Siakavellas

M/M George V Skouras
Ms Golfo Skouras
Ms Maria K Skouras
Ms Maria V Skouras
Ms Roula Skouras
M/M Stavros Skouras
M/M Alex Smolskiy
Mr Gennadiy Smolskiy
M/M James St. John
M/M Jedidiah Steele
M/M John Sterns
M/M Thomas Stratis
Mr Charley Talbert &
Mrs Anna Papayannis
Mr George Touras
M/M George Triantafyllou
Ms Evgenia Tsaganis
Ms Kiriaki Tsaganis
Father Andrew Tsikitas &
Presvytera Katherine
M/M Luke Tsoflias
M/M Emmanuel Tsogas
M/M Demetrios Tsoukalis
M/M Konstantinos Tsoukalis
Ms Zoi Valakis
M/M Lionel Van Dommelen
M/M Derek Vanino
M/M Athanasios Vellios
Ms Joanna Vellios
Mr Nicholas Vellios
Ms Alexis Vergara
Ms Efthimia Vlahos
Mr Nikolaos Vlahos
M/M Nate Walker
Ms Olympia Wilson
Mr Pavel Znutin &
Ms Amanda Scurti Eck

These are the people who have paid towards Stewardship for 2025. Thank you for you generosity and support of our community.
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.

Enter into the joy qf)/our lord.” - Matthew 25:21
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q ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH YORK PA
i A 2500 Pine Grove Rd, York, PA 17403

GREEK FOOD FESTIVAL
OCT. 17-19, 2025

FRI & SAT: Tlam-8pm  SUN: Tlam - 7pm




