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Monthly newsletter of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation.
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ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL FOR THE NEW YEAR

January 1, 2026

O Redeemer, grant unto all a fruitful year! (Kontakion of the Indiction for the First of the New
Year)

Beloved sisters and brothers in the Lord,

In this New Year of 2026, we are encountering times and seasons of remarkable growth for our
Church and for our personal lives and families. We pray that our efforts will be fruitful, and that
they will bear many different kinds of harvests in our lives, both spiritual and material. The
technological advances accelerating throughout our culture present many challenges, but also many
opportunities. Now, more than ever, we need the wisdom of our Orthodox faith to guide our
decisions for our families and for our Church, as to how to employ these advances for the good of
our souls and for the good of the world.

‘ With this in mind, I call on every member of our Sacred Archdiocese to become invested in the forthcoming ClergyLaity
Congress in Cleveland, Ohio (June 30 — July 2, 2026), where we will gather under the inspiring theme, “Rise and Build,” to
‘ heed the exhortation of the Prophet Nehemiah to the People of Jerusalem to rebuild the walls of the Holy City:

Avaotduev kol oikodounowmuev. Kol éxparoidfnoayv ol yeipes avtdv eig dyadov.
Let us arise and build. And their hands were strengthened for the good work. (2:18)

Whether in person or virtually, the Clergy-Laity Congress will address the needs and opportunities of our Institutions and
Parishes. Among these, of course, is Saint Basil Academy, which has been forging ahead with innovative and exciting
designs to bring its mission into even sharper focus. On this day, the First of the New Year, when we celebrate the memory
of the Great Hierarch, Ascetic and Theologian of Caesarea, Basil the Great, let us all consider how we might support the
Academy as it considers its future. May the intercessions of Saint Basil be with you all as you embrace the New Year of
2026, and may it bear fruit for you in your lives and in the lives of all those you love.

With paternal blessings in Christ,
+ ELPIDOPHOROS Archbishop of America

ON THE COVER

Saint Anthony, the Father of monks, was born in Egypt in 251 of pious parents who departed this life while he was yet
young. On hearing the words of the Gospel: "If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell what thou hast, and give to the poor" (Matt.
19:21), he immediately put it into action. Distributing to the poor all he had, and fleeing from all the turmoil of the world, he
departed to the desert. The manifold temptations he endured continually for the span of twenty years are incredible. His
ascetic struggles by day and by night, whereby he mortified the uprisings of the passions and attained to the height of
dispassion, surpass the bounds of nature; and the report of his deeds of virtue drew such a multitude to follow him that the
desert was transformed into a city, while he became, so to speak, the governor, lawgiver, and master-trainer of all the citizens
of this newly-formed city. The cities of the world also enjoyed the fruit of his virtue. When the Christians were being
persecuted and put to death under Maximinus in 312, he hastened to their aid and consolation. When the Church was
‘ troubled by the Arians, he went with zeal to Alexandria in 335 and struggled against them in behalf of Orthodoxy. During

this time, by the grace of his words, he also turned many unbelievers to Christ. Saint Anthony began his ascetic life outside
his village of Coma in Upper Egypt, studying the ways of the ascetics and holy men there, and perfecting himself in the
virtues of each until he surpassed them all. Desiring to increase his labors, he departed into the desert, and finding an
abandoned fortress in the mountain, he made his dwelling in it, training himself in extreme fasting, unceasing prayer, and
fierce conflicts with the demons. Here he remained, as mentioned above, about twenty years. Saint Athanasius the Great,
‘ who knew him personally and wrote his life, says that he came forth from that fortress "initiated in the mysteries and filled

with the Spirit of God." Afterwards, because of the press of the faithful, who deprived him of his solitude, he was
‘ enlightened by God to journey with certain Bedouins, until he came to a mountain in the desert near the Red Sea, where he

passed the remaining part of his life. Saint Athanasius says of him that "his countenance had a great and wonderful grace.
This gift also he had from the Saviour. For if he were present in a great company of monks, and any one who did not know
him previously wished to see him, immediately coming forward he passed by the rest, and hurried to Anthony, as though
attracted by his appearance. Yet neither in height nor breadth was he conspicuous above others, but in the serenity of his
manner and the purity of his soul." So Passing his life, and becoming an example of virtue and a rule for monastics, he
reposed on January 17 in the year 356, having lived altogether some 105 years.
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THE VOICE OF OUR FAITH

WED, NOT WET—DEACON THOMAS SHELLEY

Some months ago I endured a Funeral oration offered by an independent, fundamentalist, self-described “Bible believing”
preacher. Although that cleric’s congregation does not profess the Symbol of our Faith its website contains page upon page
of “our beliefs” with each section many paragraphs in length. Unsurprisingly the first page was a declaration about the
authority of the Scriptures.

The Funeral oration included a description of the Passion of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ more graphic and
detailed than even the most intense hymn chanted during our service of the Twelve Passion Gospels. While a few liberties
were taken and a few augmentations extended the description was largely faithful to the Gospels, as one should expect from
someone who purports to be “Bible believing”.

But suddenly there emerged a cognitive dissonance that could rival the great earthquake rendered at Golgotha. After
describing the repentant versus the unrepentant thieves, the orator glibly added that the repentant one “went straight to
Paradise and he wasn’t even Baptized”.

But that was just the rumble. Then came the cataclysm: “Baptism only makes you wet”. ... EXCUSE ME?

How can anyone who professes to be “Bible believing” so glibly gloss over Romans 6, the Epistle which we read at every
Baptism? “Do you not know that all who have been Baptized into Christ have been Baptized into His death”

How can anyone who professes to be “Bible believing” so indifferently ignore Galatians 3, the “instead of the Trisagion”
hymn sung at every Baptism? As many of you who have been Baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

How can anyone who professes to be “Bible believing” so casually cast aside the plain command of our Lord and God and
Savior Jesus Christ “make disciples of every nation: Baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit” which we read not only at every Baptism but also at every 11" Sunday Orthros?

In these holy days we dare not forget the example of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ, Who, in the words of the
Great Dismissal of Theophany, “condescended to be Baptized by John”

We dare not forget that He Who had no sin became as a sinner to receive a baptism of repentance when He had nothing of
which to repent.

We dare not forget that He Who stood side by side and shoulder to shoulder with sinners in the Jordan transformed a baptism
of repentance into a bath of grace.

St. Ambrose wrote that Christ’s voluntary submission to baptism was to serve as an example:

So that no one might escape the bath of grace, He, Christ, did not flee from the bath of repentance. So that no one may be
called free from sins, He, Christ came to cure sins. If, for us, Christ was washed--moreover, if He washed us in His body---
how much more must we wash ourselves from our own faults....

Alone He was immersed into the water, but He raised up all! Alone He descended, but in order that we all might rise again!
Alone He took upon Himself the sin of all, but in order that in Him the sin of all might be cleansed!

Christian Baptism doesn’t merely “make us wet”—Baptism makes us wed.

Wed to Jesus Christ, the only-Begotten Son of God.

Wed to Him by Baptism into His death.

Wed to Him by being clothed in His holiness.

Wed to Him by being enlisted into His mission to make disciples of all nations.

May we “walk wet” and “walk wed” throughout this new year—and every new year which our Lord graciously grants us!

The true Light has appeared and bestows illumination on all.

Christ is baptized with us, even though He is above all purity;

and thus He infuses sanctification into the water, which then becomes
the purifying agent of our souls.

What is seen belongs to earth;

but what is understood transcends the heavens.

By means of a bath comes salvation;

by means of water comes the Spirit;

by means of immersion does our ascent to God come to pass.

How wonderful are Your works, O Lord! Glory to You! - Idiomelon from the Praises, Orthros of Theophany
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ORTHODOX SPIRITUALITY: THE CHURCH & THE SACRAMENTS—FR. THOMAS HOPKO

The new and abundant life given by God to man through Christ and the Holy Spirit in creation and redemption is the life of
the Christian Church. The life of the Church is the life originally willed for man and his world by God. It is the life of God
Himself originally given in creation. It is the spiritual life.

One should not think of the spiritual life of the Church as some particularly special kind of “religious life” different from life
itself as we have received it in our creation by God. There are not “two lives,” one “natural” and one “religious.” There is
only one life that is real, genuine and true. It is life with God, the life of the Church. Any other life is not life at all: it is the
way of death.

What differentiates the life of the Church from the life of “this world,” also called life “according to the flesh,” is only evil
and sin. Everything positive is created life, which God has called “good . .. very good,” is what is saved and sanctified in the
life of the Church. Only falsehood and wickedness are excluded, certainly not creation itself.

In the Orthodox tradition, the Church is called the Kingdom of God on earth, “the re-creation of the world” (Saint Gregory of
Nyssa, 4th c., On the Canticles). In the New Testament it is also called the “new creation” (2 Cor 5.17), the Body and Bride
of Christ Himself (Rom 12.5; 1 Cor 12.27; Eph 5.23ff; Rev 21.1ff).

... God has put all things under the feet of Christ and has made Him the head over all things for the Church, which
is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all (1 Tim 3.15).

The Apostle Paul also refers to “the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and bulwark of the
truth” (1 Tim 3.15).

Genuine life, true and real life in perfection and abundance, is found only in the Church of Christ. People who are not
formally in the Church are living truly and genuinely only to the extent that they follow the law of God “written on their
hearts” by the Spirit of God in creation (Rom 1.12—16), which is the same law clearly revealed and given in Christ and the
Church. And those people who are formally members of the Church are living truly and genuinely only to the extent that they
actually live the life of the Church. For the sad fact exists that one may be formally a member of the Church and still live
according to the law of the flesh, the law of sin and death, and not of Christ. The spiritual life, therefore, consists in actually
living the life of the Church.

The spiritual life of the Church is given to men in the sacraments. The sacraments are called the holy mysteries, and the entire
life of the Church is considered to be mystical and sacramental.

The new life in Christ, the genuine life of God, is given to man in baptism, the new birth and new creation of man in Christ
by the Spirit of God. In baptism the person who rejects Satan and all of his evil works and accepts Christ and the gift of
eternal life, dies and rises again with Jesus to “newness of life.”

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were
buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. ... So you also must consider yourselves as dead to sin and alive to
God in Christ Jesus (Rom 6.3—11; cf. also Col 2-3, Gal 3).

The new life in Christ Jesus given in baptism—a perpetually dying and rising daily with Jesus—is made possible in man by
“the seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit” in the mystery of chrismation (cf. 2 Cor 1.22, Eph 1.13). Chrismation follows baptism,
and is essentially connected to it, as the Holy Spirit comes with Christ, Pentecost comes with Easter, and life comes with
birth. There is no new life in the new humanity of divine childhood in Jesus without the life-creating Spirit of God. It is the
Holy Spirit in chrismation who makes possible and powerful the spiritual life into which men are born in Christian baptism.

The new life in Christ and the Holy Spirit in the Church is nourished and sustained in the mystery of the eucharist—Holy
Communion. The “mystical supper of the Son of God” is the center of the spiritual life. For Christians there is no life at all
without it:

I am the bread of life . . . if any one eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the
life of the world is my flesh.

Truly, truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you, he
who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For My flesh is food
indeed and My blood is drink indeed. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me and I in him. As the
living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so He who eats Me will live because of Me . .. he who eats
this bread will live forever (Jn 6.32fY).

When a person falls away from the life of God in the Church, he or she may be reunited to Christ by the mystery of
reconciliation through penitential confession. The abundant mercy of God abides in the Church by the presence of Christ, and




JANUARY 2026 PAGE 6

the Lord who “desires not the death of a sinner” but that he might “turn from his wickedness and live” (Ez 18.32, 33.14) will
forgive those who come to Him in repentance (cf. Jn 6.37). Continual repentance for sin is a central element in the spiritual
life of men who choose life in God, but continue, inevitably, to sin.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, Christ is faithful
and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make
Him a liar and His word is not in us (1 Jn 1.8).

In this life still bound by the sin of the world, man inevitably suffers and dies. His outward nature is wasting away while his
new nature in Christ is being perfected. The mystery of the anointing of man’s suffering soul and body is the sanctification of
man’s “perishable nature” that his “mortal nature” might “put on immortality” (1 Cor 15.51ff). Through holy unction a
person is given the grace of the Spirit to make his suffering and death an act of victory and life.

If we have died with Him, we shall also live with Him, if we suffer, we shall also reign with Him ... (2 Tim 2.11;
cf. Jas 4.13f%).

In this life as well, God has created human beings in His divine image and likeness as male and female. The union in love
between one man and one woman forever is the created expression of the perfect love of God for His creatures. The mystery
of marriage is the human image of the “great mystery” of “Christ and the Church” (Eph 6.21-33). In the sacrament of
marriage, human love is made eternal and divine by the grace of Christ’s Spirit. There is no parting in death, but fulfillment
in the Kingdom of God.

All of the sacramental mysteries of the Church are effected in the Church through the sacrament of the ordained priesthood.
The bishops and priests are the ministers within the community who guarantee the reality of the mystical life of the Church
in all times and places. Through the ordained ministers within the communion of the Church, Christ Himself is present and
powerful in the fullness of His saving activity.

THE BLESSING OF WATER—HOLY-TRINITY.ORG

In the Book of Genesis, we read that creation began when the Spirit of God moved over the face of the waters. (Gen. 1:2)
Throughout the Bible, water plays an important and a ‘mystical role’ in human existence and in man’s relationship with God
the Creator.

Water has the capacity to produce death, as recounted in the story of Noah and the ark (Gen. 6); or to produce life, as noted in
the story of Moses’ striking the rock in the desert to produce water for the parched wanderers (Numbers 20). While the
waters of the Red Sea parted to allow the Hebrews to pass over in safety (and thus preserve life), the same waters came
rushing upon the Pharoah and his army drowning them.

In the New Testament, we see water becoming the means by which the Trinity was revealed during the Baptism of Jesus,
which we celebrate on the Feast of Theophany on January 6 each year. In the Baptism of Jesus, at the hands of John the
Baptist, the spiritual significance and potential of water as the source of life is again revealed and reaffirmed just as in
Genesis, the first book of the Bible.

In a sermon on Theophany, St. John Chrysostom says: “On this day Christ was baptized; through His Baptism He sanctified
the element of water. There let us all draw of the water and store it in homes, because on this day the water is consecrated.”

In blessing water on the Feast Day, we ask and pray that the original purpose of water, as a source of life, blessing and
holiness be revealed to us as we drink it. In the Garden of Eden, Adam enjoyed a unique and lordly relationship with
Creation. After the Fall as he was expelled from Paradise, he heard the words, “Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life.” (Genesis 3:17) From that point Adam would be subject to Creation, and not a
master. Yet through Christ, the curse is lifted, just as the curse of death is lifted from the human race through the
Resurrection. Because of Christ’s coming and His work of salvation and redemption (as the hymns say, “dispensation”), Man
and Creation are reconciled. Creation is able once more to meet not only the physical needs of man, but the elements of
creation can be, and are, sources of grace and healing as we worship the Lord of Life.

When we bless water — or any other material object — and when we celebrate the Mysteries (Sacraments) of the Church, we
reverently and gratefully proclaim that Christ Himself (in the words of the Divine Liturgy) “offers and is offered” blesses and
sanctifies the world (cosmos) as the Great High Priest.

The celebration of the Great Blessing of Water is an affirmation that through Christ’s own baptism, He who is our loving
Lord has lifted the curse of Adam’s sin, and given the creative goodness of God’s creation back to mankind once again.
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H KAMAE=E

APXIEIIZKOIIKH ErKYKAIOE THE [IPQTOXPONIAX

1 Tavovapiov 2026
«Avtpwra, ebpopov maot o Erog yopnynoovy (Kovraxiov tijs Tvoixtov).
[Ipocpireig aderpol Kol adeApec &v XploTd,

Eloepyopevor 610 véo €rog 2026, dvayvopilovpe pia véa mepiodo duvapiopod Kol avortuéems, TOc0 Yyl TV
‘ExxAnocio pog 660 Kol Y TV Tpocomikn Kol oikoyevelokn pog (on. Edyopacte ol KOmoOl pag vo Arodmcovy
TOIKIAOVG KOPTovg 611 CmN LOG, TVELUATIKOVS Kol DAKoVG. Ot teyvoroyikeg EEeMEELS, ol Omoieg Emtayhvovtal 6€
6A0 10 QAacpo ToD TOAMTIGHOD pag, BETOVV TOAAEG TPOKANGELS, AL kol peydreg evkapies. [eprocdtepo dmod
k@O GAAN @opd, ypewlopacte T co@ia TG 0pHoddEoy miotemg va Kabodnyel TiC ATOQAGEIS WOG, YU TiC
0lKOYEVELEG paG Kol Yl Tig KowvoTNTéG pHag, Y 0 e Ba délomomoovpe avTd o EpYorela Yl TO KOAO TOD
KOGUOVL Kol T coTnpia THG YUXHG LOG.

Mg avteg Tig okéyelg, KaAd® kdOe péhog thg Tepdg ApYlEMOKOTHG LOG VO GUUUETAGYEL EVEPYO CTNV TPOGEXT
Kinpodraikr Zvvédevon, 1} 6moia 0 wpaypatorondel oto KAifelavt tod Oydio (30 Tovviov — 2 TovAiov 2026).
‘Exel 00 ovykevipwbodue pe to Eumvevcuévo Oéua «Eyelpor kol 0ikoSOUNGOV», OVIOTOKPIVOUEVOL GTNV
npotpont) tod [Ipopntov Negpio mpog 10 Aad g Tepovooinp va dvowkodouncet Ta teiyn g aylog [oAewg,

«Avaotduev kai oikooounowuev. Koi éxpotorwbnoayv ai yeipeg avtdv eig ayofovy (Necu. 2,18).

Elte pe puow napovsio gite dtadiktvakd, 1 KAnpikohaikn 0 doyoindel pe tig dvaykes Kol tig evkopiec TdV
Topvpatov kai Tdv Kowotitov pag. Avaueoo o€ avtd, Pefaing, Eexwpiler 1 Akadnuio tod Ayiov Baciieiov, 1
omoilo. mpoywpel pe TOAUN Koi OMUIOVPYIKOTNTO, GVOTTOCCOVTOG KOVOTOUO Kol EATO0QOpa oyEdwo, Yl va
KOTOOTNOEL TNV ATOGTOAN TNG AKOUT capéotepn Kol dnoteAespatikotepn. Ty nuépa avt, Ty Tpm@TN TOD VEOL
grovg, Otav TwodUE TN UVAUN TOD peydlov iepdpyov, dokntod koi Ogoldyov Tiic Katsapeiag, tod ayiov
Baotieiov 100 Meydiov, 6¢ okepbodue dAol Tdg B0 pmopovcaue vo otnpifovpe v Akadnuio, KabOg v
oyxedalel TO pEALOV TG,

EiBe o1 mpecfeieg 100 Ayiov Baotleiov va pag cuvodevovv, kabmg dmodeyopacte t© véo &tog 2026, dote va
glvat Kapmoopo y1i 606G Kol YLl TiG OIKOYEVELES GOC.

Meta matpik@dv v Xpiotd guydv,

1 0 Apepikiic EAmidopopog

AT. ANTQNIOZ O METAZT—17 IANOYAPIOY

O Méyog Avtaviog yevvnonke to 251 pn.X. omv Ave Afyvnto amd mAOVGIOVG Kot EVAPETOVS
Yoveilc, Tovg omoiovg éxace o€ veapn NAKIC. XVYKEVIPMOVEL OU®MG TNV TPOGOYN TOL GTNV
pootiky OBsmpio TV povaydv g €PNUOL KOl GTNV QPOVTIION NG HKPNG OOEAPNG TOL.
['pyopa amo@acilel vo eyKOTOAEIYEL TOL EYKOGHIO KOL OVOXWPEL 1oL TNV EPMUO, APOD TPMOTO
TOKTOTOINGCE TNV WKPOTEPT AOEAPT TOL KOl HOIPOGE TNV HEYAAN TOTPIKN TEPLOVGIN GTOVLG
QTOY0VS TNG TEPLOYNG TOV. LTNV £PNUO TAUOELGE TNV YuyN TOL Kot TIBAcELSE To. AN TOL
@BAvovTag oTOL OVAOTOTO OPLL TNG GOKNGNG MOTE 1) YLYT| TOL 0lylov UTOPOVGE VO EEEPYETAL TOV
ocONOTOC TOV evd Pprokdtav akdun ev Lon. Tvetar 1o mpoéTvmo tewv ackntov. [ToAroi €&
avtov £pBavay otV £PMUO Yo VO TOV 0KODGOLV Kol va. Tov cupovAievBovv. Tapédwoe v
pokdple yoyn tov otov pohamroddt Oed oe nhkia 105 etdv. Av ko, Omwc Aéyet 0 Méyag
ABavéotog, pia amod tig tedevtaieg embopiec tov Ociov Avtmviov NTav va peivel Kpueog o TdTog TG TOPTG TOL, Ol
povayoi mov pévalov Kovtd tov Eleyav OtL Katelyov to 1epd Astyavd tov, to omoio eni lovotviavovy (561 n.X.),
katatédnke oty Exkinoia tov Ayiov lodvvov tov IIpodpopov oty AkeEavopeta kot and exel apydtepa, to 635
u.X., petapépnke otnv Kovotavtivodmoin.
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NYM®EYMENOI OX1 BPETMENOI—AIAK. ®QMAY SHELLEY

[Iptv amd peplkovg UNVEG, LREUEWVO IO EMTAPLOL OMIAMO TOV EKQMOVNCE £VOGC
aveEApTNTOG,  POVTOUEVTOAGTAG,  OLTOOTOKOAOVUEVOG «miotdg g Bifiov»
EPOKNPLKAS. AV Kol 1 eKKANGio 0vTod TOL KANPIKoD dev opoAoYel To ZOUPOAO TG
[Tioctemg pog, 0 16TOTOTOG TG TEPLEYEL GEAMDN TPOG GEAIDN «TIG TEMOONGELS LACYH, LIE
KdBe evotnTa Vo €xel TOAAEG TTapaypAeovg o€ UNKog. Ommg NTov avopevOrevo, 1
TPOTN ceAldQ TaV (o SNA®OT GYeTKd pe v owbevtio twv ['papdv.

H emtdeio opha mepierdppave pa meprypaon tov [Habov tov Kvpiov, @cob kot
SOTPpOS LHOV, INcoh Xp1oTov Mo TOPACTUTIKN Kol AETTOUEPNG OO TOV MO £VTOVO
VUVO OV YAAAETOL KATA TN StdpKeLa TG TeEAETNG pog Tov Ayiov [Tabodv g Meyding
[Téunnc. Evd eAqebncav kdmoleg ehevbepieg kon emextdOnkav pepikéc mpoodnkeg, n
eptypapn ftav og peydro Pabud mom ota Evayyéha, 6nmg Ba mepipeve kavelg and
Kkdmolov mov oyvpiletor 6t «miotedel otn BifAoy.

AMAG Eapvikd LOOVIGTNKE 10 YVOOTIKY ACLUEOViK TOV B UTOPOLGE VO AVTOY®VIGTEL TOV HEYAAO GEIGUO OV
éywve otov ['odyoBd. AQov Tepléypaye TOV LETOVONLEVO EVAVTL TOV AUETAVONTOV KAEQTAOV, 0 piTopog Tpdcbece
pe empéretn 6t 0 petavonuévog «mnye katevbeiav otov [apadelco kat dev lye kav Pontioted.

AAAG avTtd Tav andhaog 1 Pour. Tote Npbe o katakAvopudc, otav gine: «To Panticpa povo oe kKavel Bpeyrévor. ...
2YTTNQMH;

[Mog pmopet kKamolog mov oyvpiletar 6T «motedel otn Bifro» va moapaPrénet toco emmdrao to Tpodg Popaiovg
6, v Emotoln mov dwfalovpe o kabe Bantiopa; «ij dyvoeite 8t doot ERanticOnuev gig Xpiotov Incodv, &ig
TOV Bavotov avtod EfamticOnuev;»

[Mog pmopet kamolog mov oyvpiletan 6tL «miotevel ot Bifro» va ayvoel 1660 adidpopa 1o mpdg ['ardrtag 3, tov
vuvo «avti tov Tproayiov» mov yaileton og kdbe Bantiopo; «Ocot yap €ic Xpiotov éfanticOnte, Xpiotov
éveduoache.»

[Mog pmopel kamolog mov 1oyvpileton 0TL «miotevel otn BifAo» va moapapepicel 1060 ad1dpopa TNV QAN EVIOAN
tov Kvpiov kot Oeod kot Zotmpa pog Incod Xpiotod «mopevbéviec pabntevcate mhvta o £€0vn, PoantiCovreg
avtovg €ig T dvopa tod Ilatpdc kai tod Yiod kai tod ayiov Ilveduatogy mov dwfalovpe Oyt povo ce kdbe
Bantiopa aAld ko o kaBe OpbHpo g 11ng Kuprakng;

e auTég TIg dryteg nuépeg dev ToApovpe va Eeydoovpe to mapadetypa Tov Kupiov kot ®gol kot Zotmpa pog Incov
Xprotov, o Onoiog, cOpPova pe Ta Aoyo g Meyding Amolvong tov Ocopaveinv, «katéfnke vo Pantiotel and
tov lodvvny.

Agv toApovpe vo Eeyaoovpe 0Tt AVTOC oL dev €lye apaptia £ytve MG apapt®AOS Yo va AdPel £vo Banticpa
UETAVOL0G EVOD OeV glye TIMOTO Y10 TO OTO10 VO LETALVONCEL.

Agv toApovue va Eeydoovpe 0Tt Autdg mov otddnke dimla-dimlo Kol OUO HE OUO UE TOVG OUOPTMOAOVS GTOV
lopdavn petétpeye éva fanticpa petdvolag oe AovTpo Xap1Tog.

O Ayioc AuPpociog €ypoye OTL M €KOVGLO LTOTAYY TOL XPLoTOH 6TO0 PATTIOUN £TPETE VO XPNOUEVCEL MG
TOPAOELY AL

«lo va unv Eepdyer kovels omo o Lovtpo ™S xapitog, Avtog, o Xpiotog, dev Epuye amod T0 AOVTPO THG UETAVOILOG.
Lo va unv amokoleotel kaveic eAcdBepog amod g auopties, Avtog, o Xpiotog npbe va. Oepamevoer tig auopties. Av,
yia guag, o Xpiotog mloOnke - kair av pog Exivve ato owua Tov - méoo udliov npémel va mAvBodue gueis amo to. o1ka
nog eatropara....

Movog pobiotnre ato vepod, orra avéotnae oiovg! Movog kotéfnke, olia yia vo avaotnBovue olor! Movog Tov
avélafe v auaptio. olwv, alia yio vo kobopiotel o Avtov n auoptio. olwv!»
To yprotiavikd Banticpa dev pog «Bpéxeyy amhdg — 10 PATTIGUA LG VOLLPEVEL.

Nopgevpévor e tov Incod Xpioto, tov povoyevi Y16 tov Ogo?.
Nopggopévor pe Avtdv pésm tov Bantiopotog otov Bdvatd Tov.
Nopgegvpévor pe Avtov vropévol pe v aytottd Tov.
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Nopgevpévor pe Avtdv otpatevpévol otnv amootoin Tov va kdver padntég Ola ta £0v.

Evyopon va «rtepratdpe Ppeyrévory Kot va «epTaTape VOUEELUEVOL KaB' OAN TN ddpKeln LTOD TOV VEOU £TOVG
— ko kéBe véov £tovg mov o Kupdg pag pag yapilet evyevika!

To 6inbivov pog érepavn, Kol Taol TOV
pwtiouov owpeitor. Borrti{eron Xpiotog ueld’
NUGV, 0 TooNS EXEKEIVa, KaBapoTtnTog: évinal Tov
OY100UOV TO VOOTL, Kol Woydv 10070 Koddpaiov
yiveton-

Eniyeiov 1o parvouevov, koi dmep to0g

0DPAVODS TO VOOUUEVOV " 010, A0DTPOD cTHpIO,

o1’ Boarog to [lvedua: 010 KaTOODOEWG, 1] TPOS
Ocov nudv dvooog yivetor. Oovudaio. to Epyo. cov
Kivpie! doca oot

ATIAZMOZ—YTIOBAH®HKE AITO TON NIKO KAPATEQPTO

Mio omd tég 1epdic axorovdiog tfig "O000daEov Xpiotiavikiig Aatpeiag etvor yoi 6 Aytacuog. H dpynf tov vmépyst
€lg TV €0pTNV T®V Ogoaveimv, mov &yEvovto yoi ai Pamticelg TV yatnyovuévev. Aeod kadnydleto 10 HOmpP
ow tog Pamticeig, EAauPavov €k ToVToL o1 YproTiovol yoi Eppdvtilov Tag oikiag, ToLS dypovg, T euTd, T0 (da,
AL Koi TOVG AvOp®OTOVS, TPHS AmoTponnV TavTog Evavtiov. Etol, Aowmdv, Enekpdtnoe va teAfitan dxoAovdio Tod
aylaopod tod HOTOC d1d TOVG AVOTEP® AOYOVG Kol aveEAPTHTOS TOD PATTIGHOTOC TAV KATNXOVUEVOY. ME adTOV
1OV TpOTOV TPOHAOeV 1) TELETN TOD AyroopoD.

‘O Aytacpdc, mod teleiton ouepov, sivat dvo &iddv, 6 Méyag kai 6 Mikpdc. ‘O Méyag telsiton katd TV opTiV
1OV Oeopaveimv povov kol Syt GAANV @opdav xoatd v dbpyeav tod €rove. Eva, pia opaio kol évivmwoioxm
akolovbia, mov Tedeiton TV Nuépav 1OV Potov, aAAd kol v mapapovijv ovtic. Kol ol motoi Aapupdvovv pe
gvAAPeLaV TU Mylaopuévov BOmpP, AT TO VTTOTOV TIVOLV S10. TNV VYEINY THYV COUOTIKNY Kol THV TVED LOTIKHY, KOOMG
émiong pavtiCouv pg awtd TOG oKiog Kol Td GAAN, OV TOLG EVOLOPEPOVY, AYPOLG KAT. Kol QLUAAGGOLV O Ko
Ayloopov Ot EKTAKTOVC avaykag kaf’ OAov 10 &toc. Tuvnbwc, ypnoiwomoodv 10 Héwp ToD Ayloouod THG
TOPAPOVTG xoi Kpatodv €keivo ToD Thg goptiic. TO televtaiov dvvatan va ypnotpomomon kol dt” Eroobavdrtovg,
7oV 88V dvvavTan va Kotvwvinoov. Tote 6 igpevg ToLg Tpospépet va Tiovv Méyav Aylooudv.

O Mikpdg Ayacpog givor avaioyog mpog OV Méyav ‘Aylacudv dkodovdia, cuverTuypévn kol WKpotépo. Kai
TEAETTOL TOKTIKOG KATO pijva, HTol TV TPpOTNV £KAGTOL Unvoc. Al tog avdykag TdV yploTiovdy TeAsitonr Kol
EKTAKTMG, €ite €mi T Evapéel £pyov, glte O dAAa yeyovdTa, 6mov oi moTol Embupodv TOV Aylacudv TdV Epymv
TOV.

‘H téleoic 100 Ayloopod yIveETol Pe TNV avVAYVOGIY TOV GYETIKOV VXMV, TV GTAVPOELDN GOPAYIGLY TOV VAOTOG
V7O 0V AELTOVPYOD KAl TV TPUITHV KOTAOLGY Kol ovadusty ToV ZTawpob €16 avTo.

Meta v tédectv 100 MeydAov Aylacpod, 0 iepedg ayldlel TOVG TIGTOVG TPOSPEP MY TPOS AGTACUOV TOV XTOVPOV
xoi pavtilov avtovg €ig TO pétomov. Emoxénteton 6¢ Kol tag oikiog, Ymov pavtilet kai kel ToLg xdpovg. Opoimg
petd v tédecty 1od Mikpod Aytacspod, ayidlovral ol motoi yoi Aapfdavouv nywacuévov Howp.

KaOniov 1od Aertovpyod 1epémg eiva v Tedf] v év Adym dxkolovdioy katd to Tumydv Kai vor £xn KaTooTNoEL
TOVG YPIOTLOVOVG TKAVOLG Ol TNV CLULUETOYNV TOV €ig TNV TéAecty avThic. Katd o0& tv mepipopdv tov &ic oixiog,
0800¢, KOTOOTALATO KAT. O igpedc SmPBAALETON VAL EIVOU TPOGEKTIKOC KOl 1EPOTPETNG EIG TNV GUUTEPIPOPEY TOV,
BOTE MO OTNV VA O1040KMOVTOL 0l TIGTOL Kol VA TPodymvTal TVELHATIKAS. ZuvnBilovv 8¢ moAlol ypioTiovol, va.
TPOCPEPOLY KATA TOV AYlaGHOV TV xprpota. Edm yperdletor peydin mpocoyn, UNTe and atvyels Evepyeiag Tod
lepémg kal yevik®dg amd TV cuumeppopdy tov okavoaiichodv dvBpomot. ['viootod dvtog, dtt 0 ddforog d&v
navel va Telpdln Tovg avOpdmovg Kol HAAMoTo Kol €1G TOG lep®TEPAG OTIYLAG T™V, O10 TODTO 08V TPEMEL TOTE VAL
GTOVT] O TVELLLOTIKOG YDV,

Kol odtd pev o tov tedodpevov €ig tOv vaov Aylacuov, tov Méyov kol tov Mikpoddv, TOvV Kotd piva
tehovpevov. Adv eivor 8¢ OAiyon ai meputtdoslg, dmov Emickomol mepidpioay 1 Kai 4mnydpevucay TV TEPIPOPAY,
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HETO TNV TEAETN)V TOD Ayloopod, T@V iepémv €i¢ oikiag Kol KATOSTUOTO TPOg AYloudV TdV ToT®dV, O10TL
WpLopéEVOL EYEVOVTO TPOEEVOL GKOVOOMGOD.

‘H &ktaxtog télecig tod (Mu<p01)) Aytacuou oL kuplog yiveton smog 00 Voo, napovcta@a K(mouxg
idtontepoTNTOG. Xoapog TEAECEMG EvaL 01x1a N Kotdotnua, N ypagpeiov, | oyolelov, N x(opog ap(;auavov 1
cmvrskonuavou gpyov. 'Edd, ot Xakovvrsg OV Aettovpyodv, nokamg OV &vdtapépovtat dtd TOV - AyloGHOV, GAAL
TPATTOLV TODTO sG)mowmm)g Kol KaQnKovr(og ‘Ev npOKsmavm gtvan 8U1<0prspov va npo@m@n TVELLOLTIKT
Cm,uoc OXL BePaing, tOcG0V ag oikiog kol KoTaoTiuoto, 0mov ot Komouvrsg gival id1dTon, 6cov €1g dnpociovg
YDOPOLVG, OTOV 0oL Kakovvrsg gtvon Kp(mKOL kettonpym oL cmuBocwal Va1 smeuuovv TV TéAECY Aywccuou
AN npatrovv TOUTO KaenKovr(og Eig ou)mg wg TEPUTTMGELS, Ol 18p81g Xpsm@awt va onMCcovrou nsptccsorspov
LLE TPOGEVYNV, UE npocoxnv ue Unouovnv ue ayomnv 31011, €60, ai us@oSawu 0D StaBokon etvan nepwoorspa
Ot kaAoHvteg dud ’CT]V TEAECLV, TTOV TO okwoorspov npana vé glvon avekTikol Kol auyavucm cuuﬁawa KOTOTE VO
xévouv Vv yoypapiov Tov Kol pepikol akoun Kol tnv otoyeiddn AvEKTIKOTTE TV, OoTe VA EKONAOVOVTOL
apvNTIKAOG TPog TG TteElobueva. Aév Ehenyov O¢ kol moapadeiypoto, moL kdmolwol €meyeipnoav AcefdC va
«1opfdcovvy ta Keipeva Kol 0 Tomkov i Exkholag. AU avtd, 6 Agttovpydg avthig, Vi TPOGELYETAL KOl VAL
EVEPYT UE TOAATV TPOGOYNV.

OPOOAOEZH TINEYMATIKOTHTA: H EXKKAHZIA—IIP. ®QMAT XOITKO

H véa kar dopBovn Lon mov d00nke and tov Oed otov dvBpwmo péow tov Xpiotod Kot tov Ayiov ITvedvpatog ot
onuovpyia kKo ™ Avtpwon givon n (oM g Xprotwavikng Exkinciag. H {on ™ ExkAnociog eivar n {on mov
apykd BéAnce o Oedg Yo tov dvBpomo Kot Tov kOGpo tov. Eivar n {on tov 1dtov Tov Ocov mov apyikd d60nKe
o1n omuovpyia. Eivon n mvevpotikn {on.

Agv mpémer va okeptopaocte tnv mvevpatiky Con g Exkinciog g kdmowo 1dwaitepa wdwaitepo  €idog
«Bpnoxevtikng mng» d10popeTikng amd v 10w ) Lon OTmg TV £xovpe AAPel ot dnpovpyia pog ond tov Od.
Agv vrdpyovv «000 {wEgy, o «puotkn» kot pio «OpnokevTikn». Yrdpyet povo pia {on mov eivor TporyLoTiky,
yviola kot aAnBwn. Eivaw n {on pe tov Oed, n (oM g Exkinociog. Onowadnmote dAin {on dev eivar kabdAov
Con: elvai 1 060¢ Tov Bavatov.

Avto mov dwagpopomotetl ™ (oM ¢ Exkinociog amd t {on «owtod tov kOGHovy, mov ovoudletor emiong Com
«kotd ohproy, elvar povo 1o Kakd kol m opoptio. Ola ta Oetikd elvar ktiot) {on, v omoia 0 Oedg £xel
OVOUACEL «KOAN|... TOAD KOAN», gival avtd mov omleton kKo aydleton ot {on ™¢ Exkinoioc. Mévo 10 wevdog
Ko 1 avopto amokAgiovtal, ctyovpa Oyt 1 1d1a 1 Onuovpyia.

v OpB6doén mapdooon, n Exxincio ovopdletor Baoilela tov ®gold ot yn, «n avadnuovpyic tov
Koopov» (Aywog I'pnydprog Nvcong, 4og at., I[ept tov Acpdtov). Xy Kavr Awadnikn ovopdleton emiong «kowvn
ktion» (B' KopwBiovg 5:17), 1o Zdpo kot Nopen tov idtov tov Xpiotod (Pou. 12:5- A' Kopwvbiovg 12:27- Egeo.
5:23 x.e.- Amok. 21:1 k.€.).

.. O O¢eo¢ éGeoe T mavra KGTw amo 10, Toola 00 Xpiotov kou Tov Ekave KEQOAN TOVW amod OAa yio. THV
Exxinoia, n omoio eivou o oauo. Tov, 0 wAnpwua Exeivov mov winpoi ta movra oe oiovg (A" Tiu. 3:15).

O Andotorog [Mavrog avapépetor emiong otov «oiko Tov @eov, mov givor 1 ekkAncio Tov (wvravov Ogov, o
6TOAOG Kot TO TPOTHPYLo TS ANy (A" T 3:15).

H yviowa Con, n ainfwvn ko mpaypotikny {on o tedetdtnto kot agbovia, Ppiocketar poévo oty Exkincio tov
Xprotov. Ot dvBpwmot mov dev givan tvomikd péAn e ExkAnoiog Covv aAnbwva kat yviola pévo oto Babuo mov
aKkoAoVOOVV TOV VOLO TOL B0V «ypoppévo oTig Kapdteg tovgy and 1o [Ivedpa tov Oeod Kotd ™ OMovpyio
(Pop. 1:12-16), o omoiog eivor 0 1010¢ vOUOG TOV amoKoALPONKE Ko 000nKe coedg otov Xplotd Kot TNV
Exxinoio. Kot avtol o1 avBpwmot mov givan tomikd péin g Exkinoiog {ovv ainbvd kot yvioto povo oto faduo
7ov {ovv mpaypatikd ™ {on g Exkinoiag. Awdtt vrdpyet to OAMPepd yeyovdg 6Tt Kamolog umopel va givor Tumikd
pérog g ExkAnociog kot va (et oOpeova pe tov vopo g oépkag, Tov VOUo TG apaptiog Kot Tov Bavdatov, Kot
oy tov Xprotov. H mvevpatikn {on, enopévag, suvictator oto va {ovue mpaypotikd ) (on g Exkinoiog.
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TAX FORM REQUEST

&

To cut down on printing and postage of unwanted
documents, please contact the church office

by phone at 717-741-4200
or email (annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com)
if you would like an end of year
statement for tax purposes.

We can forward one to you via email or mail.

['iat va teQlogioete v eKTOTTWON KAL TNV
TAXVOQOULKT] ATIOOTOAT] aveTLOVUNTWV EYYOAPWYV,
ETUKOLVWVTOTE UE TO Yoageilo tng ExkAnotag
mAepwvika oto 717-741-4200
1 email (annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com)
eav OeAete i dMNAwon TéAovg €Toug
Yt POQOAOYIKOUG OKOTIOVG.

Mmnopovue va mpowOrcovue Eva
¢ €0AG Heow email 1) peow Tayvdooueiov.

w




THE LADDER

ADULT GREEK DANCE CLASSES

(]
STARTS TUESDAYS 7PM-8PM

JANUARY 13,20,27, 2026
FEBRUARY 3,10,17, 2026

KALAMATIANO

TSAMIKO

IKARIOTIKO

PENTOZALI

ZEBEKIKO

KRITIKI SOUSTA
COST $50 - STEWARDS
$100 -NON STEWARDS

ALL ARE WELCOME
(]

To Register call or email the church office
717-741-4200 or annunciationyorkpa(@gmail.com
*Payment due before or on the Ist day of class*
Cash or checks payable to “Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation”
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MEMORIAL CANDLES

Honor your passed loved one by purchasing a
white devotional candle that will be lit on

Holy Saturday during the Resurrection Service

$10 per candle
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Tiurjoete TV PvIjUT) TOU QYQINUEVOU O0G TPOTWITOU XyopaloVTog €V
Aeuk6 evudafiko kepi mov O avaprei to peyddo XafPfaro kard
Sidpxkeia g Aeitovpyiag tng Avaotaong

$10 O KEPI(

Your Name:

In Memory of :

Number of candles: Total:

*One candle per individual please, $10 each*

Mail Checks to: Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation 2500 Pine Grove Rd - York, PA 17403
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EASTER CARD

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEEE

Community Pascha Card - Kowotikn HaoyoAwvn Kdpta

It’s that time of year when we as a Community come together and share
our warm Pascha wishes through a Community Easter Card

Eivar avtn) n oty un tov xpovov mov potpalopacte Tic Oepuéc
naoxaAwec evxéc pac péow e HaoxaAwnc Kaptac

** Minimum Donation: Individual/Family $25, Awpea $25 **

“*Your donation will benefit our Camp Scholarship Program™*

** NO later than Sunday, March 8, 2026 -IlpoOeouia Kvpiaxn, 8 Maptiov 2026 **

Make checks payable to :
Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation

Thank you for your generous support! Lag evxapiotooue yia v vmootpién oag!

Your Name/Ovoua:

Name as you would like it to appear in the Paschal Card

To ovoua oac omwe Oa OéAate oty kapta

Please print clearly - Extvnwote kabapa

EEEEEEEEEEE&E&E&E&EEEEE

L‘ZEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEH
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EASTER LILY DONATIONS

Easter Lily Donations

$30 per plant

For those interested in making a donation to decorate the Narthex and Sanctuary
for Pascha, please fill out the information below. ..

Deadline to order is: Sunday, March 30th
Please contact the office at 717-741-4200 or

Email: annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com with any questions or to place your order

We thank you for your support!

In Memory of :

For The Health of:

Number of plants: Total:

Mail Checks to:
Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
2500 Pine Grove Rd - York, PA 17403
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EASTER DONATIONS

The Great Lent and Easter Season is approaching quickly and once again
we are asking for your contributions and donations towards
the adornment of our Church during the Lenten and Pascha season.
Your continuous support and generosity is greatly appreciated!

Salutations to the Virgin Mary (4 icons) - $60 each
Feb 27th March 6th -DONATED March 13th March 20th

____ Flowers for the Sunday of Orthodoxy Icon - $60

____Flowers for the St. Gregory Palamas Icon - $60

____ Flowers for the Veneration of the Holy Cross Icon - $60
____Flowers (loose) for Veneration of the Holy Cross - $70

____ Flowers for the Annunciation Icon DONATED

_____Flower border for Annunciation Icon on Iconostasion DONATED
_____Flower border for Annunciation Icon in Narthex DONATED
_____Flowers for the St. John Climacus Icon - $60

____ Flowers for the Akathist Hymn Icon - $60

____Flowers for the St. Mary of Egypt Icon - $60

____ Flowers for the Saturday of Lazarus Icon - $60

____ Flowers for the Palm Sunday Icon - $150

____(2) Altar Flowers in mache vases for Palm Sunday - $150
____Palms for Palm Sunday Crosses & Palm décor for Church - $350
____Vayia (bay leaves) for Palm Sunday & Holy Saturday morning - $250
____ Flowers for the Bridegroom Icon DONATED

____ Potted plants for Bridegroom service - $120

____ Flowers for the Last Supper Icon - $60

____ Twelve candles for Twelve Gospels, Holy Thursday - $120

___ Wreath for the Crucifixion - $120

_____Flowers for the Crucifixion Icon - $150

Potted flowers for Crucifixion (12 plants- $120
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EASTER DONATIONS

H meplodog ™ MeyaAng Zapakootg kot Tov [Taoxa mAnodlet
KL YL AAAN Lo popd oaG InTAape SwPEES yia ToV 0ToAlouo ¢ ExkAnoiag pog
KAt v mePiodo ™G Lapakootn ¢ Kal Tov [doya.
ZaG EVXATIPLOTOVUE Yl TN YEVVALOOdwpla Kol vtootipLén oog!

____ Flowers for the Apokathelosis Icon DONATED

_____Flowers for the Kouvouklion - $2,500 / 25 donations of $100 each
____Rose Petals for Kouvouklion - $60

____ Flowers for the Myrrh-Bearers Icon (April 11th morning) - $60
____Ruscus greenery garland for Iconostasion/Altar - $200

___ (2) Altar Flowers in mache vases for Resurrection service - $150
_____Flowers for the Resurrection Banner DONATED

_____Flowers for the Resurrection Icon DONATED

_____ Wreath for the Resurrection DONATED

_____Flower border for the Christ icon for Iconostasion— Resurrection - $130
_____ Priest’s Anastasi Candle and Incense - $350

_____Altar Anastasi Candle - $250

_____Flower border for the Christ Icon in Narthex - $130

____Flowers for the Theotokos of the Life-giving Spring Icon - $60
_____Flowers for the St. Thomas Icon DONATED

____ Flowers for the Feast Day of St. George Icon DONATED

General Donation

Please call or email the Church office ASAP
if you are interested in donating .

717-741-4200 OR annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com

Please indicate if your donation is “In Memory of” or “Health of” someone

Items for donation are fulfilled VERY FAST!

Thank you for you generosity!
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 {% 2 3
Feast Day of Office Closed
St. Basil
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine
Liturgy
Office Closed
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Sunday Before Eve of (2 Choir
Epiphany Theophany Synaxis of John Rehearsal
zz%zr;%ﬁ;is Rog;lol;I;urs Theophany The Baptist 5pm-6pm
’ Liturgy Vespe'ral Divine 8:30 am Orthros 8:30 am Orthros
1 9:45 am Divine 9:45 am Divine
Liturgy w/ . .
-Vasilopita Blessing of Waters Liturgy Liturgy
Cutting 6:30pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Sunday After Parish Council Choir
Epiphany Meeting Rehearsal St. Anthony
8:30 am Orthros 6:30pm 5pm-6pm the Great
9:45 am Divine 8:30 am Orthros
Liturgy 9:45 am Divine
Liturgy
- Philoptochos
Meeting
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
B E Martin Luther Choir
12th Sunday King Jr. Day Rehearsal
of Luke 5pm-6pm
Sts. Athanasios
& Cyril
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine
Liturgy
25 | 26 27 28 29 30 31
Choir
15th Sunday Rehearsal Synaxis of the
St gi;tl:; the spmeepm Three
. ; Hierarchs
Theologian 8:30 am Orthros
8:30 am Orthros : o
9:45 am Divine 9:45 am Divine
Liturgy

Liturgy
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Kvo Agev Tot Tet Ilep I Laf
1 ] 2 3
VY Toagseio
Avyiov KAetoto
BaoiAeiov
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

Parish Council Meeting: November 5, 2025

Barakos, Nick Barakos, Toli Vainas, Roula Skouras.

‘ Present: Father Andrew Tsikitas, Deacon Tom Shelley, Lola Lamnatos, Maria Skouras, Pete Harmantzis, Dr. Nick Agapis, Chris
Absent: George Karanicolas, Kelly Sheasley, Terry Koutsokostas.

1. Prayer and Father’s Openlng Remarks
-The meeting began at 6:35pm with a prayer by Father Andrew. He reported that he is still trying to secure substitutes for when

he is on sabbatical. Wanted to know what are expectations are as far as office hours, availability outside of church services, etc.
‘ Also need to know about housing. Right now they are looking into retired clergy, possibly from Northern Maryland.
-The Greek School Teacher attended the meeting to discuss the Greek School Program and the low attendance this year. She also

reported that she did have a program scheduled for October 28 but many parents could not attend with their children therefore it
| was cancelled. There are plans on doing Christmas program along with the students from Sunday school on December 21st .

2. Approval of Minutes for October 8, 2025
|‘ -A motion was made by Pete H. to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Chris B. and the minutes were approved.

|‘ 3. President’s Report
|‘ -To be covered under social committee updates and new business.

4. Treasurer’s Report
- Kelly reviewed the account balances. We will put $50,000 into a 12 month CD, and the $102,000 existing CD that is matured
will be renewed for another 12 months.

‘ 5. Grounds & Maintenance
‘ -The caulking of the windows in the church is supposed to start this week, not sure which day.
-Pete spoke to Bortner about getting the AC units serviced and getting a maintenance plan, he is waiting on a quote for each. Will

also get a quote for installing radiators in the foyer as previously discussed.

‘ 6. Food Festival Update
‘ The October festival sales were down about 5% from last October, we think it is due to the festival being later in the month

when other events were happening.
-Email reminders were sent out for the first time (209). Received many positive comments through the POS system, Square.

Social media activity was up again.

-Some issues that came up were: the loukoumades containers not closing properly, some customer’s sides for their sandwiches
| were missing, and some sandwiches were mixed up (beef, pork, chicken).
-Plan on adding online ordering for large orders (over $150) in February. Also plan on having a schedule for people to work the

registers at the next festival. Volunteers for this job must be at least 16 years old.

-Many commented on what a wonderful job Mike Rosario did as a greeter.
-Future festival dates: 2/20/26-2/22/26 and 9/25/26-9/27/26.

-GOYA will be using the assembly room on 11/15 for a Friendsgiving gathering, anyone 12 years old an up is invited to attend.
-We were asked to host another GOYA tournament in 2027 and will work on getting that scheduled.
-Many GOYANS willingly participated in the October 28th program and would like to continue to participate in holiday

7. Stewardship Committee & Social Committee Update

programs, including the Christmas program and March 25th .

-Ann Marie S. volunteered to drive the kids to camp in her van, 8 have signed up to go. We will cover the cost of gas and a hotel
room.

-The annual St. Nicholas breakfast will be on 12/7.




Parish Council Meeting: November 5, 2025 Cont.

l‘ PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

” 7. Stewardship Committee & Social Committee Update, Con’t

‘ -The annual Woman’s Dinner will be on 12/3 at The Great American Saloon.

-Lola will be purchasing tickets for the movie David, which will be showing on 12/21 at 5pm at Regal Cinema. She will
prepurchase 25 and get 25 free for whoever would like to sign up to attend.

-HOPE/JOY had a movie night which was a great success.

-We are close to having a social committee, a meeting will soon be scheduled.

” -Lancaster will be hosting the Senior Luncheon this year, Ann Marie has volunteered to drive anyone who is not able to drive.
The luncheon is scheduled for 12/8.

” -The Philoptochos fundraiser luncheon is this Sunday, please consider attending or making a donation.

8. Tech and Security Update
-There will be a fob avallable for whoever is on narthex duty to carry with them in case of an emergency, they would have to

press and hold the button on the fob. The same may be done at any alarm panel if it is within reach.

9. Old Business
-Marble Restoration: we are still lookmg for someone who would be able to do this.

-Moving Dishwasher: no updates
-Chair Lift: instructions on how to use have been placed in a binder in the narthex.

-Heat in the foyer: waiting on a quote from Bortner.

10. New Business
-The narthex duty list was distributed.

H -Window Sealing in the Church: waiting to schedule a time for the work to be done.
-Candles: the shipping cost to return the old used candles has increased again, and we are only getting about $50 per year for

doing this. We have to store the old candles until they are picked up once a year, therefore it was agreed that we just throw them
away instead. We also got samples of some new candles that are less expensive but not as sturdy as the current candles, to test

them out this week before we decide whether or not to switch to them.

-We will use Doceo to print our Christmas and Easter cards, they are less expensive than our current printers and also much
closer. Will also look into getting prices from them for the festival flyers and envelopes when needed.

-Adult Dance classes have been scheduled for 1/13/26. Class will be on Tuesdays from 7pm to 8pm. The cost will be $50 for
members and there will be 6 weeks of classes.

-HOPE/]JOY ornament day will be on 12/20 at noon.

-The social hall will be rented out for a baptism/reception on 4/25/26 at 4pm.

-The following parish council member terms will be up and they are up for re-election: Lola L, Kelly S, Chris B, Nick B and Pete

Next meeting scheduled for Monday, December 8th, 2025 at 6:30pm.

The meeting ended at 8:20 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew.




PHILOPTOCHOS COOKBOOK

The Philoptochos Ladies are creating a new cookbook for our congregation.
We need everyone’s assistance in sharing your best recipes.

The cookbook will have all recipes in both Greek and English

RECIPE CARD (PHILOPTOCHOS COOKBOOK)

CATEGORY RECIPES IN GREEK AND ENGLISH
EYNTATEL ETA EAAHNIKA KAl AfFAIKA

Drop off recipes in church office
or email by February 1, 2026
janshellyS8@gmail.com OR
Philoptochosyork@gmail.com

Categories /

Katnyopieg
AQrICETE CUVTAYEC OTO ypageio

Appetizers / Opextuxd 1] oteidere pe email
npw 1 @eBpovapiou, 2026

Salads / Zaideeg janshellyS8@gmail.com
Soups / ToOmec Philoptochosyork@gmail.com
Main Meals / KOpwa Muara

Desserts / Nuxiopata

Lenten / Nnotiowa

—( INGREDIENTS )— —( DIRECTIONS )—-

DETAILS

Please follow these guidelines:
1) Recipes can be submitted in Greek or English.

2) Title: Need to have a name for the recipe.
Submit your name, both first and last name with the recipe title.
*You may submit a recipe in “memory of a loved one” who taught you how to make the dish.
*For example write by the title of the recipe: “in memory of Voula Katz”

3) Servings: List the number of people the recipe can feed.

4) Ingredient List: List all the ingredients in order of use with measurements.
(such as tablespoons, ounces, cups, etc)

5) Preparation Time, Cooking Time, Total:
6) Step by step instructions: Include how long to cook and/or bake the recipe.

If you have any questions please contact:
Diakonissa Jan Shelley 717-880-0888 or Maria Skouras 717-793-7948.
Recipes can be submitted to the Philoptochos Mailbox in the office or email to philoptochosyork@gmail.com




STEWARD UPDATE- ANATTIPOSAPMOT'H OIKONOMAQN, 2025 (AS OF DEC I8TH)

Dr & Mrs George Agapis
M/M John Agapis
Dr & Mrs Nicholas Apagis
Dr & Mrs Steven Agapis
Mr Mitchell Angelos
M/M Vasilios Anstine
M/M Anthony Anstine
Ms Anita Asimos
Ms Lynnette Aughenbaugh
Ms Magdalene Avgeriou
Mr Christopher Barakos
M/M George Barakos
M/M John G Barakos
M/M Nick Barakos
Ms Lola Benefiel
Ms Turkan Birkmueller
M/M Evan Bittner
M/M Mark Bittner
M/M Matthew Bittner
Mr Jacob Boogher
Ms Evangelia Bouras
M/M Colin Burtner
Ms Maria Carrieri
M/M Georgios Chasiakis
Ms Vasilia Chiadis
M/M Takis Cologer
M/M Christopher Dalaperas
M/M Georgios N Dalaperas
M/M Nestoras Dalaperas
M/M Alex Daoularis
M/M Dionisios Daoularis
Mr Patrick Doyle
Ms Sophie Eppley
M/M Steven Eppley
Mr Garrett Finke &

Mrs Vasiliki Karandrikas
Ms Elvira Franzis
Ms Irene Franzis
Dr & Mrs Constantine Gekas
M/M Steven Gekas
Mr William Peter Gekas
M/M Robert Gentzler
Ms Athanasia Georgakopoulos
Mr George K Georgakopoulos
M/M Kostas Georgakopoulos
M/M George Georgaras
The late, Mr Andreas Giourtis
M/M Christopher Giovanis
M/M George Haritos
M/M Panagiotis Harmantzis
Drs George & Joan Hayes
Mr Charles Henry

Ms Hrisoula Hioutis

M/M William Hondos

M/M Florin Ionescu

M/M Phillip Kapsalis

M/M Nicholas Karageorgos

Mr Vasilios Karageorgos

Ms Irini Karambas

M/M George Karandrikas

M/M George Karanicolas

Ms Joanne Karanicolas

M/M Athanasios Karanikas

M/M John Katsaros

M/M Michael Keriazis

M/M Nathan Keys

Ms Eleni Kocoronis

M/M Gus Kocoronis

Mr Harry Kocoronis

Mr James Kocoronis

M/M Constantine Kokos

M/M John Kolakoglu

M/M Hristos Kopanis

Ms Evy Koutsokostas

Mr John Koutsokostas

M/M Theodore Koutsokostas

M/M Yanni Koutsokostas

M/M Alexander Kouvatsos

Dr Peter Kouvatsos

Mr Chris Lainas

Mr Fotios Lamnatos

Ms Lola Lamnatos

Mr John Lamnatos

Ms Sotiria Lamnatos

Dr/Mrs George Lapes

M/M Daniel Lewis

Atty Dorothy Livaditis

Drs Gus & Sophia Livaditis

M/M John T Livaditis

Dr & Mrs Nicholas Livaditis

M/M Thomas Livaditis

M/M Bill Mallas

M/M Konstantine Mallas

Ms Leah Mallas

M/M Thomas Mandras

M/M John Marros

Ms Vasiliki Marros

Mr George H Margetas

Drs George & Patricia
Margetas

M/M Harry Margetas

Ms Kelly L Margetas

M/M Petros G Margetas

M/M Sotirios Margetas

Mr Demetrios Masgalas
Dr Tassia Masgalas
Mr Tony Masgalas
M/M Thomas Meligakes
M/M Constantine Minetos
Ms Alisa Nicoara
Dr & Mrs Nick Pandelidis
Dr & Mrs Steven Pandelidis
M/M Dimos Papageorgiou
Mr George Papageorgiou
M/M Chriss Papayannis
M/M Panagiotis Pavlou
Dr & Mrs Eric Pienschke
M/M Athanasios Polychronis
Ms Donna Polychronos
M/M Dino Pritsios
Ms Katherine Rodas
Ms Marianna Rodas
M/M Socratis Rodas
Mr Socratis T Rodas
Ms Marina Rontiris
M/M Mike Rosario
M/M John Sagonas
M/M Chris Saltos
Mr Nicholas Scales &

Mrs Evangelia Papacostas
M/M Caleb Schwenk
Mrs Julie Sekeres
M/M Gerasimos Sideras
M/M George K Sgagias
M/M James K Sgagias
M/M Kostas D Sgagias
Mr Konstantine A Sgagias
M/M Konstantinos G Sgagias
M/M Stephen Sheasley
Mr John Shelley

Rev Deacon Thomas Shelley &

Diaconissa Jan Shelley
Ms Maria Siakavellas
Ms Alexandra Skilaris
M/M George V Skouras
Ms Golfo Skouras
Ms Maria K Skouras
Ms Maria V Skouras
Ms Roula Skouras
M/M Stavros Skouras
M/M Alex Smolskiy
Mr Gennadiy Smolskiy
M/M James Spanos
M/M James St. John
M/M Jedidiah Steele
Ms Athena Stem

M/M John Sterns
M/M Thomas Stratis
M/M Alexandros Sullivan
Mr Charley Talbert &
Mrs Anna Papayannis
Mr George Touras
M/M George Triantafyllou
Ms Evgenia Tsaganis
Ms Kiriaki Tsaganis
Father Andrew Tsikitas &
Presvytera Katherine
M/M Luke Tsoflias
M/M Emmanuel Tsogas
M/M Demetrios Tsoukalis
Mr John K Tsoukalis
M/M Konstantinos Tsoukalis
M/M John Tsoukalos
M/M George Tzanakakis
M/M Vasilios Vainas
Ms Zoi Valakis
M/M Lionel Van Dommelen
M/M Derek Vanino
M/M Athanasios Vellios
Ms Joanna Vellios
Mr Nicholas Vellios
Ms Alexis Vergara
Ms Efthimia Vlahos
Mr Nikolaos Vlahos
M/M Dustin Walker
M/M Nate Walker
M/M Donald Wall
Ms Olympia Wilson
Mr Pavel Znutin &
Ms Amanda Scurti Eck

Enter into the joy of your lord.” - Matthew 25:21

These are the people who have paid towards Stewardship for 2025. Thank you for you generosity and support of our community.
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Join us for an afternoon of fun, friendly
competition & community! ¢ §

E8 Sunday, January 25th @ 4:00 PM
¥t Games & contests for ALL ages!

|
%8

Diloti  [&] Backgammon @ Connect 4
‘ <~ ...and many more!

“,«\ Grab your friends & family — it's time to play! ¥®
Let's make some memories together! &




