GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION
Y ORK, PENNSYLVANIA
WWW.AGOCY.ORG

THE LADDER

AUGUST 2022

THE PROPHET SAMUEL
AvucusT 20TH

IN THIS ISSUE:

¢ Community Picnic
¢ Comedy Night

€ Volunteers Needed!

ON THE COVER/FR.
ANDREW’S MESSAGE

COMMUNITY 45
SNAPSHOTS

VOICE OF OUR 6.9
FAITH

CALENDAR 10-11
H KAIMAE 12-15

UPCOMING EVENTS  16-18

STEWARDSHIP 19

#ComeBack2Church

HETOTPEWETEZ TNV
ExkAnoia




GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION
2500 Pine Grove Road, York, Pennsylvania 17403

Phone: 717-741-4200 E-mail: annunciationyorkpa(@gmail.com
Fax: 717-747-0468 Website: www.agocy.org
Fr. Andrew’s cell: (717) 448-8732
L Oftice Hours: Mon-Fri—9:00 am-2:00 pm, please call ahead to confirm
METROPOLIS OF Father Andrew’s Office Hours: M—out of office; T, Th, F—10:00 am-6:00 pm; W-12:00 pm-6:00 pm
PITTSBURGH Father Andrew’s e-mail: fr.andreas(@comcast.net

THE LADDER

Monthly newsletter of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation.

Submissions for consideration are due on the 15th of each month. Send to annunciation)/orkpa@gmail.com

! JEED EEC EEC JEEC BN EEC EEC BN BN EEC BN BN BN EEC EEC BN JEEC EEC BN BN EEC BN EEC EEC EEC EEC BN BN EEC EEC EEC BN BN CEEC SEEC BN -m!
y GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION i
i
i MINISTRY TEAM !
i i
i Clergy Schedule of Worship Hours I
i .
i Rev. Economos Fr. Andrew N. Tsikitas, Parish Priest Sunday Services (and Weckdays) i
i Deacon Thomas Shelley 8:30 AM Orthros i
' 9:45 AM Divine Liturgy i
i
i A
i Parish Council Sunday Church School i
| President Lola Lamnatos In person, after Holy Communion i
i Vice President George Karanicolas i
i Secretary Maria Skouras Schedule of Church Events i
: Treasurer Kelly Sheasley Pastoral Visitations: By request i
c Home & Business Blessings: B t
i Dr George Margetas Thomas Livaditis ome Hsiness BICSSIgS yreques :
i Michael Ker1a21.s Chrls.topher B.arakos Departments, Ministries and Committees
i Pete Harmantzis Dr Nick Agapls i
N Michael Hiras Church Choir Oratorical Festival Committee |
i GOYA Grounds & Maintenance |
i HOPE & JOY Tech & Security Committee i
i Sunday School Stewardship Committee i
i Church Staff Philoptochos Scholarship Committee i
i ) Senior Citizens Food Festival Committee
* Chantors: Nick Karageorge Social Committee i
¥ Diakonissa Jan Shelley i
i Reader Mark Bittner . . . ..

. o . Anyone interested in serving on any qfthese organizations A
i Office Administrator: Georgia Georgakopoulos .
i ] . or committees, please contact the Church Office. i
i Ladder Editor: Georgia Georgakopoulos
. Thank you! i
j Sunday Bulletin: Fr. Andrew Tsikitas |
! |
i |
'-' |
: |
: |
imo OEEe OEEe OENe DOEEe OENe OEE OENe OENe DN+ OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OEEe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OENe OEEe DOEEe DEme i




AUGUST 2022 PAGE 3

ON THE COVER ...

This most holy man, a Prophet of God from childhood, was the last judge of the Israelite people, and anointed the first
two Kings of Israel. He was born in the twelfth century before Christ, in the city of Armathaim Sipha, from the tribe of
Levi, the son of Elkanah and Hannah (Anna). He was the fruit of prayer, for his mother, being barren, conceived him
only after she had supplicated the Lord with many tears; wherefore she called him Samuel, that is, "heard by God." As
soon as Hannah had weaned him, she brought him to the city of Silom (Shiloh), where the Ark was kept, and she
consecrated him, though yet a babe, to the service of God, giving thanks to Him with the hymn found in the Third Ode
of the Psalter: "My heart hath been established in the Lord . . ." Samuel remained in Silom under the protection of Eli
the priest. He served in the Tabernacle of God, and through his most venerable way of life became well-pleasing to
God and man (I Kings 2: 26). While yet a child, sleeping in the tabernacle near the Ark of God, he heard the voice of
God calling his name, and foretelling the downfall of Eli; for although Eli's two sons, Ophni and Phineas, were most
lawless, and despisers of God, Eli did not correct them. Even after Samuel had told Eli of the divine warning, Eli did
not properly chastise his sons, and afterwards, through various misfortunes, his whole house was blotted out in one
day. After these things came to pass, Samuel was chosen to be the protector of the people, and he judged them with
holiness and righteousness. He became for them an example of all goodness, and their compassionate intercessor
before God: "Far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you; yea, I will serve the Lord,
and show you the good and the right way" (ibid. 12:23). When he asked them -- having God as witness -- if he ever
wronged anyone, or took anyone's possessions, or any gift, even so much as a sandal, they answered with one voice:
"Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, nor afflicted us, neither hast thou taken anything from anyone's
hand" (ibid. 12:4). When Samuel was old, the people asked him for a king, but he was displeased with this, knowing
that God Himself was their King. But when they persisted, the Lord commanded him to anoint them a king, saying,
"They have not rejected thee, but they have rejected Me from reigning over them" (ibid. 8:7); so Samuel anointed Saul.
But Saul transgressed the command of God repeatedly, so Samuel anointed David. Yet, since Samuel was a man of
God, full of tender mercy, when the Lord told him that He had rejected Saul, Samuel wept for him the whole night
long (ibid. 15:11); and later, since he continued to grieve, the Lord said to him, "How long wilt thou mourn for
Saul?" (ibid. 16:1). Having lived blamelessly some ninety-eight years, and become an example to all of a God-pleasing
life, he reposed in the eleventh century before Christ. Many ascribe to him the authorship of the Books of judges, and
of Ruth, and of the first twenty-four chapters of the First Book of Kings (I Samuel).

FR. ANDREW’S MESSAGE

My beloved brothers & sisters in Christ,

As we come into August, the last month of the summer season, we are treated to a time of spiritual reflection and
re-connection to Christ. A sort of “mini-Lent” if you will. We spend the first half of this month fasting in
preparation of two major Feasts of the Church calendar—The Transfiguration of the Lord (August 6) and the
Dormition of the Theotokos (August 15). This period of fasting, along with the others throughout the year, gives
us a wonderful opportunity to work on our relationship with the Lord. We have, opening up in front of us, the
opportunity to fast (work on our self-control and combat our passions), to pray more intently (personally and
together through the daily services of the Small Paraklesis), and to repair our broken relationship with Christ and
one another, through the Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession. Let us take this wonderful opportunity to
renew our relationship to the Lord and to one another.

Wishing you a blessed August and a blessed remainder of the summer season,

 lonctrew
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Camp Nazareth 2022
The Goyans had a great time!
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THE VOICE OF OUR FAITH

THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION—FR. PATRICK REARDON

In the biblical narratives of our Lord's Transfiguration it is easy to discern different points
of inclusion and emphasis peculiar to each writer. Only Luke, for instance, mentions that
Jesus was praying was He was transfigured, and only Matthew remarks that the disciples
"fell on their faces."

In Mark's account (9:2-10) one of the most notable features of the Transfiguration is the
curious way the evangelist speaks of the arrival of Moses and Elijah. Whereas Matthew
and Luke say simply, "Moses and Elijah appeared" on the scene, Mark lays a special
stress on Elijah. He writes, "Elijah appeared to them with Moses." Not only does Mark
mention Elijah before Moses, but the verb he uses, "appeared", is singular, not plural. His
is an account of the arrival of Elijah, Moses playing a rather secondary role.

Why is Elijah so prominent in Mark's story of the Transfiguration? This emphasis can
hardly be insignificant. To throw light on this question, I suggest three steps.

First, let us observe that Mark's version of the Transfiguration is followed immediately by a question about the return
of Elijah. Speaking of the three apostles that had just witnessed the scene, Mark writes, "And they asked Him, saying,
‘Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?"

As it stands in Mark, this question strikes one as curious, a bit odd in context. Why, right between the Transfiguration
and the healing of the little boy at the bottom of the mountain, do the apostles suddenly become inquisitive about the
return of Elijah? It is rather strange.

Second, if their question is rendered odd by its context, perhaps we should look more closely at that context. What I
propose to do here is remove the Transfiguration from Mark’s story and have a look at the context without it.

If this procedure seems strange, let me explain. I don’t intend to alter or rearrange the biblical passage. On the
contrary, I simply want to understand how the Transfiguration story is set within its context in Mark. This is why I
want to examine that context without the Transfiguration. This is something in the order of picturing a ring without
its gem, which is a perfectly reasonable thing for a jeweler to do.

Now, if we remove the story of the Transfiguration from Mark's sequence for a moment, we will notice something
very peculiar and interesting. Without the Transfiguration, here is the way chapter nine of Mark begins:

"And He said to them, 'Amen, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the
kingdom of God present with power." And they asked Him, saying, “"Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come
first?” Then He answered and told them, ‘Indeed, Elijah is coming first and restores all things. And how is it written
concerning the Son of Man, that He must suffer many things and be treated with contempt? But I say to you that
Elijah has also come, and they did to him whatever they wished, as it is written of him.”

We immediately notice that this narrative sequence flows more logically (if this is the word I want) than the actual
story in Mark. The apostles' question about the return of Elijah no longer seems odd or abrupt. It appears, rather, as a
natural and expected response. The Lord predicts, "some standing here who will not taste death till they see the
kingdom of God present with power," and the disciples answer, “Well, all right, but isn’t Elijah supposed to come
first?” That is to say, the narrative sequence makes perfect sense without the Transfiguration.

Third, if the sequence is completely logical without the Transfiguration, then what does the Transfiguration add to the
story? This question brings me to the substance of my argument, namely, in Mark's account, the Transfiguration
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seems to have been inserted (whether by Mark or by an earlier source on which he relies--this question is not
important to our purpose) into an earlier narrative sequence, because it does, in fact, directly address the question of
the return of Elijah. Indeed, this is exactly what Mark says with respect to the Transfiguration: "Elijah appeared"!

We see, then, how the Transfiguration story functions in the sequence of Mark’s narrative. Its position serves to
answer a question about Elijah’s return. He came back at the Transfiguration! In the theology of Mark, Elijah's arrival
at the Transfiguration of our Lord places that event into the context of a specific prophecy abut Elijah: "Behold, I will
send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord" (Malachi 4:5).

As the story flows in Mark, moreover, this appearance of Elijah at the Transfiguration scene not only fulfills the
prophecy of Malachi; it also identifies this prophet’s "day of the Lord" with the Resurrection. We see this very clearly
in Mark's sequence, where the question about Elijah expresses the apostles puzzlement about the Resurrection. Mark
writes, "Now as they came down from the mountain, He commanded them that they should tell no one the things
they had seen, till the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept this word to themselves, questioning what
the rising from the dead meant. And they asked Him, saying, "Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?"

Finally we may comment that this Markan emphasis on Elijah in the Transfiguration story is very different from that
in Matthew and Luke. Although Matthew (17:1-12) follows Mark in the sequence of these two stories, he does not give
a special emphasis to Elijah in the story of the Transfiguration. On the contrary, he adds an explanatory note that
symbolically identifies Elijah with John the Baptist (17:13). Luke, who makes the same identification (1:17), completely
omits the apostles” question about the return of Elijah from the story of the Transfiguration.

Although the full meaning of Elijah’s return has never been completely settled in Christian theology, it is worth
remarking that St. Ambrose followed Mark’s lead in seeing the fulfillment of Malachi 4:5 in the Lord’s Transfiguration
(De Virginibus 1.3.12).

Except for the Lord's Prayer itself, it is arguable that the Good Shepherd Psalm is better known among more
Christians than any other memorized prayer. I suspect that this may always have been the case. At least this much is
clear: the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd has been among the most popular since the earliest days of Christian
history.

ALONG THE ROAD TO DORMITION—DEACON THOMAS SHELLEY

Our country roads are often lined with a palette of seasonal beauty. Toward Memorial Day a mixture of purple,
lavender, and white wild phlox begin blooming for weeks on end, before being replaced with orange tiger lilies whose
multi-hued petals resemble the colors streaming from Independence Day fireworks.

The tiger lilies likewise have now been displaced by a border of blue chicory and white Queen Anne’s lace. They serve
as fitting reminders that we are rapidly approaching the brief but intense period which I sometimes refer to as
“Dormitiontide”; the time of Fasting and prayer during the first fourteen days of August as we prepare for the Great
Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos.

The blue and white wildflowers are nearly perfect matches to the colors of the blue Deacon’s vestments that I will
shortly wear. The blue is a light, pale shade, and the abundant silvery trim appears nearly white against that sky-
colored background.

The vestments were given to me six years ago by Diaconisa Marie Kuchta, widow of Deacon Robert. It was during the
Dormition Fast that we first met; ironically on the very same day when I had an unscheduled conversation with
Metropolis Chancellor Fr. George Callos at the Metropolis office. During that conversation I explained my desire to
someday serve this community in the Diaconate; and Fr. George pointed me to the Antiochian House of Studies as a
way of preparation.
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Deacon Bob and I quickly struck up a friendship. He was quite concerned about how a non-Greek would be received
in this community; and I repeatedly assured him that folks would be very appreciated of his service. One of those
conversations took place as we were standing in line at the Panygira; and just about that moment we passed a table
occupied by some of our older ladies, one of whom offered a compliment about my chanting. “See”, I said to Deacon
Bob, “you have nothing to worry about.”

“You have nothing to worry about” might well be the summary of the message of the Dormition.

Christ assured His Disciples on the night of His betrayal “I go to prepare a place for you; and when I have prepared a
place for you I will come again and take you to myself; that where I am you may be also”.

How fitting that the first fruits of resurrected life would be experienced by she who gave earthly life to Christ the Life-
giver!

He is true to His promise.

You have nothing to worry about!

Shudder, O ye heavens!

and, O earth, give ear unto these words:

God descended once before for our sake;

He descends again today for His Mother.

--from The Lamentations at the Bier of the Theotokos

WHY A FAST FOR THE DORMITION? - DEACON ROBERT KUCHTA

It would be a gross understatement to say that much has been written about the Feast of the Dormition of the
Theotokos. Yet very little has been written about the fast that precedes it.

Every Orthodox Christian is aware and generally knows the reason behind the fasts for Pascha and Christmas. But
while they may know of the Dormition Fast, few follow it, and more than a few question why it is there, neither
knowing its purpose. First, given the pervasive misunderstanding of the purpose of fasting itself, a refresher on its
purpose is always a good idea. There is a perception that we should fast when we want something, as though the act
of fasting somehow appeases God, and seeing us “suffer” gets Him to grant our request. Nothing can be further from
the truth. It is not our fasting that pleases God, it is the fruits of our fast (provided we fast in the proper mind set, and
do not merely DIET) that please Him. We fast, not to get what we want, but to prepare ourselves to receive what God
wants to give us. The purpose of fasting is to bring us more in line with another Mary, the sister of Lazarus, and away
from their sister Martha, who in the famous passage was “anxious and troubled about many things.” Fasting is
intended to bring us to the realization of “the one thing needful.” It is to help us put God first and our own desires
second, if not last. As such it serves to prepare us to be instruments of God's will, as with Moses in his flight from
Egypt and on Mt. Sinai, as well as our Lord’s fast in the wilderness. Fasting turns us away from ourselves and toward
God. In essence it helps us become like the Theotokos, an obedient servant of God, who heard His word and kept it
better than anyone else has or could.

So why do we fast before the Dormition? In a close-knit family, word that its matriarch is on her deathbed brings
normal life to a halt. Otherwise important things (parties, TV, luxuries, personal desires) become unimportant; life
comes to revolve around the dying matriarch. It is the same with the Orthodox family; word that our matriarch is on
her deathbed, could not (or at least should not) have any different effect than the one just mentioned. The Church,
through the Paraklesis Service, gives us the opportunity to come to the deathbed and eulogize and entreat the woman
who bore God, the vessel of our salvation and our chief advocate at His divine throne. And, as in the earthly family,
daily routines and the indulgence in personal wants should come to a halt, fasting, in its full sense (abstaining from
food and desires) accomplishes this. Less time in leisure or other pursuits leaves more time for prayer and reflection
on the one who gave us Christ, and became the first and greatest embodying Christ’s retort to the woman who stated
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that Mary was blessed because she bore Him: blessed rather are those who hear His word and keep it. Mary did this
better than anyone. As Fr. Thomas Hopko has stated, she heard the word of God and kept it so well, that she of all
woman in history was chosen not only to hear His Word but give birth to it (Him). So while we fast in contemplation
of her life, we are simultaneously preparing ourselves to live a life in imitation of her. This is the purpose of the
Dormition Fast.

“When the assumption of thine undefiled body was being prepared, the apostles gazed on thy bed, viewing thee with trembling.
Some contemplated thy body and were dazzled, but Peter cried out to thee in tears, saying, I see thee clearly, O Virgin, stretched
out, O life of all, and I am astonished. O thou undefiled one, in whom the bliss of future life dwelt, beseech thy Son and God to
preserve thy people unimpaired.” - Sticheron after the Gospel, Orthros

FASTING Q & A—OCA.ORG

QUESTION: Who decided that Orthodox fasting must include abstaining from animal products?

ANSWER: This form of fasting was passed on in the early Church from Jewish practice. In Matthew, Christ says,
“When you fast do not be like the hypocrites,” which indicates that the Jews fasted —it also indicates that Christ
assumes that one fasts, for He says “when you fast” not “if you fast.” Fasting is not something that only
developed alongside Christianity; rather, it is a practice that had been followed by the Jews, and even Scripture
mentions that Christ fasted.

QUESTION: Wouldn't it be more sacrificial for someone to give up foods that they really loved such as candy
rather than meat which they may not care for that much anyhow?

ANSWER: The purpose of fasting is not to “give up” things, nor to do something “sacrificial.” The purpose of
fasting is to learn discipline, to gain control of those things that are indeed within our control but that we so
often allow to control us. In our culture especially, food dominates the lives of many people. We collect
cookbooks. We have an entire TV network devoted to food [the “Food Channel”]. We have eating disorders,
diets galore, weight loss pills, liposuction treatments, stomach stapling —all sorts of things that proceed out of
the fact that we often allow food, which in an of itself cannot possible control us, to control us. We fast in order
to gain control, to discipline ourselves, to gain control of those things that we have allowed to get out of control.
Giving up candy —unless one is controlled by candy —is not fasting. It is giving up candy, or it is done with the
idea that we fast in order to suffer. But we do not fast in order to suffer. We fast in order to get a grip on our lives
and to regain control of those things that have gotten out of control. Further, as we sing during the first week of
Great Lent, “while fasting from food, let us also fast from our passions.”

QUESTION: How picky are Orthodox Christians supposed to be in regards to checking the ingredients in
certain dishes. For example, before eating a package of wheat crackers, should they read the ingredients to make
sure no egg or milk extracts were used?

ANSWER: Just as we would say that with anything in life “moderation is best,” so too we need to approach
fasting with moderation. Fasting, as I have written, helps us to let go of the control food so often has on us. But if
fasting itself starts to control us—if we spend countless hours reading every ingredient label and the like—then
we can become just as controlled by our fasting and, in the process, miss the whole point of fasting in the first
place. There is nothing essentially wrong with meat and dairy products, in and of themselves, but even the Jenny
Craig folks will tell you that if you want to “lighten your physical load”, red meat and dairy products should be
the first things to go, or at least to be eaten in moderation. Hence, an obsession with reading labels can be just as
problematic as an obsession with food. There needs to be a balance, lest our fasting be of the sort that Christ
Himself condemns—the fasting of the Pharisees.
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H KA{uaé ...

MHNHMA TOY ITP. ANAPEA ...

Ayarmuévot pov adeA@ol ev XoLotw,

Onwg éxovue €00eL otov Avyovoto, tov teAevtalo urva g KaAokalovrg 0eCov, avtipetwniCovpe px
ETOXY) TIVEVHATIKOU OTOXAOUOU KAL TNV €K VEOL oLVdeon pe to XEoto. Etvat éva eldog «uivi-Zapakootr)»
av OéAete. TTeovdpe to mMEWTO 15-1HEQO TOL TEEXOVTOC UNVA VNOTEVOVTASC KATA TNV TROETOLUACr dVO
neydAwv eootwv e ExkAnoiac—H Metapdopwon tov Kuvgiov (6 Avyovotov) kat 1 Koipnoic tng
Beotorov (15 Avyovotov). Avtr) N tepiodog g vnotelag, palt pe tovg dAAovg 6Ao to Xedvo, pag divel pia
Oavpaox evkapla va egyaotovpe yia tn oxéon pag pe tov Koplo. Exovue, avotyovtag Hmooota pag, tnv
evkapla Y vnotela (eQyalovTag OXETIKA UE TOV AUTOEAEYXO HAC KAL VO KATATIOAEUNOOVHE T TAOM
HAG), V& TIQOTEVXOUAOTE TUO EVIATIKA (TMTQOOWTIKA Kl CUAAOYIKA Héoa ATt TIC KAONUEQLVES TEAETES TG
Muwonc ITapdkAnomng), Kot va amoKataoT)OOVUE TNV KAOVIOHEVN UG OX£€0T) He TOV XQLOTO KAl TOV
ovvavOpwmo pag, péoa amd to Mvotiowo g Xvp@liwons/EEopoAdynone. Acg mdoouvpe avtr) TN
Bavpaox evkaRla Yix vat avave@oovpe TN ox£om pag pe tov Koglo kat o évag pe tov dAAo.

Lag evxopat évav evAoynNUévo AUyovoTo Kol EVAOYNUEVT) CLVEXELX TOV KAAOKALOLOY,

FAvVdpéag

O ITPOOHTHY XAMOYHA =20 AYTOYXTOY

O Ipognts ZapovnA yevvrOnke otnv Agpabaip Zipd oto 600g E@oalp, and ) @uAr tov Aevt. Hrtav yiog
tov EAkavd kat g Avvag, 1 omola 1tav otelpa kKot dix TNG MEOOTELXNS 0 Bedg NG xAQLoe T, TOV
LapounA, ov tov a@Llépwoe 0To Oed Y Vo EKQQATEL TNV EVYVWHOOVVI TNG.

O XapounA otav peyaAwoe, vmneétnoe tov Kvpolo kat éywve péyag moo@nng Kol KOLTHG Tov Aaov
dkatdtatos. Avtog €xotoe Baotdelc, To LaovA kat to Aavtd, moogrtevoe 40 xoovia kat méBave oe Padid
veoapata.

Ac ava@épovpe, OHWS, HEQLKOVS OLKODOUNTKOUG AGYOLS TOv, Tov Ee@wvnoe oto Aad tov loganA, aAA&
LoXVOLV KaL YIX TOug Aaovg k&Oe emtoxns. Aéet Aomov: «€av @ofnonte tov Kvglov kat dovAevonte avte xatl
AKOVOTTE TS PWVTG ALTOL Kal un éoionte T otopatt Kvpiov kat 1te kat Dpels kat 6 BactAels 0 PaciAedwv
&p’ Vpwv onilow Kvplov mogevouevor éav d¢ i) dkovorn te g pwvne Kvplov kat éolonte t@w otduatt
Kvotov, kat éotat xeip Kvpiov e’ vuag kai émi tov Pacidéa vuwv» (A' Baolewv, 1" 14-15). AnAadn, av
poPaote kat vroAoyiCete Tov Kvoro, kat Tov Aatpevete kat vmaxkovete ota meootdypata Tov, kat dev
AVTIOQACETE TOOS ALTA MOV 0ag TapaYYEAAeL 0 Kvplog, kat akoAovOeite otabepd kot Oelg Ko 0 KLBeQVNTNG
TIOL 0AG KLBEQVA TO DEOMO TIOL 0aG LTOdeLKVVEL 0 Kbplog, oag Aéyw dAa Ba mnyaivouv kaAd. Oa éxete v
evAoyia tov Kvplov. Av dpwg dev vrtakovoete ota meootdyuata tov Kvplov, tote Oa méoel emavw oe oag
KaL 0Tov KUPBevitn oag, Pav to xéot touv Kvplov kat Oa tipwonOeite.

Na onpewwoovpue emtiong, ott o ITpogpntne LapovnA ovvéypae ta A' kat B' Baolewwv (otnv efoaikr] BiAo
Ta dVOo avta BPALa elval evwpéva kot @égovv to ovopa tov). To de képag Tov ZapovnA to omolo eixe o AddL
ue to omoio xolotnie Baoléag o AaPd Bookdtav otnv KwvotavtivovnoAn, otnv Movr) tnv kaAovuévn
Muvoroképatov. TéAog, va ava@égovpie 0t 0 ZapovnA dpvoe to puotnoaxo tayua twv Eooatwv.
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KATA THN OAO THX KOIMHXEQY. — ATIAKOX ©OMAY. SHELLEY

Ou emapxtakol dQOHOL HAg elval oLXVA YeHAToL He M aAéta emOXIKNG opoo@las. ITTpog v Huéoa
Mvrunc (Memorial Day), éva petypo and pwp, Agfavia kot Aevka ayploAovAovda apxiCovv va avOiCovv
Yo Boouddec ateAeiwtes, MEOTOL avtikataotadel pe mMoETOKAAL KQlvoL TiyQng, Twv omolwv ta mMéTaAa
TMOAADV ATOXQWOEWV HOLXLOVV HE TA XQWHATA TIOL QEOLV ATO T TwEoTeXVIHata ¢ Huéoag g
AveEaptnoiac.

Toa kotva tiyong emiong éxovv MALOV eKTOTOTEL ATIO €Va TTEQLYQA A ATt UTtAE QadikLa Kot Aevkn) davTéAa
¢ PaciAtooag Avvac. Xonopevovy ws kKatdAAnAeg vevOvuioelg 0Tt TANoklovpe Yoryooa T oUVTOUN
aAAQ €vtovr mepiodo, TNV TeElodo NG VNOTEIRS KAL TNG TTOOOEVXTG KATA TG TIRWTES DEKATETONQES NHUEQES
oL Avyovotov kaBwg eoetolpualopaote Y T MeyaAn Eogt tng Kowunjoewg e Oeotokov.

Ta pumAe xat aomEa ayQloAovAovda TauQLdlovy OxedOV TEAELX HE T XQWHATA TV UTAE au@lwv ov Oa
@ooéow ovvtopa. To umAe elval g avolXTOXOQwT, WXEN anmdoxowor Kol 1 dpbovn aonui emévdvon
@aivetal oxedOV Agvkn] 08 AVTO TO OLEAVIO POVTO.

Ta apra pov ta €dwoe oV amo €61 xpovia 1 Atakoviooa Marie Kuchta, xrjoa tov Atdkovov Robert. Htav
Kkatd ) duapketa g Nnotelag g Koiunong mov ocvvavtnOnkape yix mowtn @opa. Kata elpwviko toomo
™V O pépa oL elXa L AmEOYQAUMATIOT oLVORA X pe Tov ITpwTtoovykeAo Tng MntedmoAng pag, tov
1. I'lwoyo KaAAog oto yoageio tng Mntoonodews. Kata ) dudokelx avtng ¢ ovvouAlag eEnynoa tnv
erbvpia oL v VTINEETNOW KATIOLX UEQA QUTIV TNV KOWOTNTA oav Atdkog, kat o 1. I'ewylog pov
npoteLve Tov Avtioxtavo Otiko LTovdwv ws TQOTO TIOOETOLUATIAC.

O Awxxovog Robert kat eyw kavape yorpyooa pia gdio. Avnovyxovoe oAy yia to nwg Ba yvotav dektog
évag un ‘EAAnvac oe avt v kowotnta, kat tov dwxBePalwoa emavelAnuuéva otL ot avbpwrot Ba
EKTIHOVOAV TIOAV TNV LTINEETLA Tov. M amd avtég Tic ovintoels éyve kKabwe POLOKOUACTAV OTHV OLEA
ot0 IlTavnyvor Kot akopac exetvn tn otryur) mepdoape amo éva toaméll mov eixav kataAngeOel ano
HEQWKEG Ao TIG TRETPUTEQES KLOLEG HAG, P aTtd TIC OTIoleG €xave €va KOUTALUEVTO Yo To PAACIUS pov.
«Kolta, elmta otov diarovo Robert, «dev €xelg TImota vaw avnovxeic».

«Aev €xete timota va avnovxeite» pmogel kaAAloTa va etvat ) meplAnym tov unvoupatog e Kotunong.
O Xowotog duaBePaiwoe tovg Mabntég Tov ) voxta g podooiag Tov «IInyaivw va oag etolpudow toT0.
Kat otav etolpaow tov 10mo yiax eodg, Oa ¢00w Eava kat Oa oag mapw KOVTd LoV, Y va eloTe OTov elpat
EYW».

IT600 TaQLXOTO TIOL TOUG TEWTOVS KAQTOVS TG avaotaouns Cwng Ba toug eixe avtr) mov €dwoe eTiyelx
Cwn otov Zwodoxo Xototo!

Etvar iotog oty vrtooxeor| Tov.

Aev éxete timota va avnovxeite!

Dpilov ovpavé,

Kat ov prpata yn evotiCov,

Oeoc VTIéEP TAVTWY TIPLV KATELOL,
Katvov devtepov eic ynv vrép Mntpoc
--amo ta Eyxopia g ©eotokov
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TI X2HMAINEI NA TTPOLXEYXOMAXTE AATAKOIIA;-AT'. AOYKAZX, EIl. KPIMAIAX

Aev éxovpe kat epelc TG dkég pag Plotikés @oovtideg, elval duvatov va
aoxoAovpaote povo pe meooevxn); ‘H evtoAn avt gatvetatr ampaypatomrolntn).
Kat dpwg etvat e@ikTr] kat eaguootun, dOTL TIMoTa To avEéPLKTo dev (nNTdel amnod
uag 0 Kvplog Inoove Xoiotog.

ITa¢ Opws PmoQovpe VA eQaQOooVHE 0T Cwn HAG avTr) TNV €VTOAN IOV loXVEL
Y@ OAOUG TOLG XOLOTLAVOUG;

To va mpooevyxdpaoTe adldkona dev onuaivel pHovo va daBAlOVHE TIC €VXEC, VX KAVOVUE YOVUKALOLES Kt
va mnyaivovpe oty ekkAnoia. Aev eivat €tol ta modypatoa. Na moooevxOpaote adldkona HUmoQOUE
TAVTA Kt oToL Kal va Polokopacte. To povo mov xpetalopaote elvatl va €xel 1] kapdld pag dikbeon v
npooevXn). Na etvar tamev) kat va Ognvel adidkona tnv avalldotTnta Kat TNV apaTwAoT) T 6. I'epdn
@Ofo umEooTd oTNV peyaAoovvn tov Oeov, tov Omolo meooPdAAove pe Tig apaties pag, Av tétowx Oa
elval M KaEdx pag, tote mavta Oa elpaote MEOTELXOEVOL KAl 0T dovAelx Kol 0to oTiitl. Oa elpaote
OO EVXOHUEVOL aKOpa Kat Tote 0tav kAnOovue va dwoovue AGYo o' avtovg mov €Xouv ota XEQLt TOLG
efovola. Kat otexdpevol pmoootd otnv mopta tovg Oa otéAvovue Tic olwnmAég pag kpavyég otov O¢o,
nagakaAwvtag Tov va pag moootatéet.

Ye k&Oe pag €0Y0 UTMOQOVHE VA TIQOTELXOUAOTE, HOVO V& LTIAEXEL dkOeon Yy meooevxn, va molel N
KkaEd& pag tov Kogto kat tote 1) evToAr) mov pag £dwaoe O amdoToAog umogel e0KOAX va ooy uatoTonOel.

'H ovola g mpooevx1g elval, vo maQaddOUAoTeE OAOKATQWTIKG, He OAN TNV KAQOLA HAG VA LKETEVOVHE
tov @0 kAL 1] TEOOELXT VA elval yeudTn) TOTN KAt akQ&davtn eATtida.

‘Etot opwe mpooevxetatr 1 mAetoyneia twv avlownwv; Aopadws oxt. 'H dwr) pag mpooevyr] elvat povo
eMavAANYPN Kamowwv Aé€ewv, mMOL €xovue amootnBioel kal evw ta daBAlovpe, TO TVELUA HAS Oev
QOO EVXETAL, AAAL T ETIAVAAAUPAVOLUE UNXAVIKA, XWEIS Vo oke@Topaote avtd mov Cntape. Epelg ot
(O1oL dev aKOVUE TIG TEOOEVXEG HAGS KaL av eV TIG akOVUE epels, Tote mws OéAovpe 0 Oedg va akovoeL avtd
o0 CNTAUE; ...

IToémel 0AoL va kAvovv avtd oL ékavav KAmote ot katotkot ¢ Nivevl, otav éuabav amd Tov TEoErTn
WG ATIOPACLoE O Oe0C VA KATAOTOEEL TNV TOAT).

Tu éxavav tote Aowmov; OAog 0 Aadc TOElG HEQES KAl TEELS VUXTEG TIQOOELXOTAV OMOPLXA KAL ETIELDN)
iooevXOVTAV 0AOL O Oedg Toug AvTHOnKe.

Aotmtdv, v MEOTELXOUAOTE ADLAKOTIA KAL VA XTUTIAE akovoaoTa v Ovoa ¢ Oeiag evomAaxviac. Na
Tov wcetevovpe Oxt povo yix pag, aAAa kat yt' avtovg mov dev Tov mpooevxovTat.

Oa akovOTOVV 0L eVXEG pag kKat Ba pag amodwoet 6 Kvplog katd to péya tov €Agod.

I'TATI NHXTEIA I'TA THN KOIMHXH THY ©@EOTOKOY; - AIAKOX ROBERT KUCHTA

Oa Ntav px axpato LTOEKTIINON Va Tw OTL TOAAL €xouvv yoagTtel yiax v Eoptr) tne¢ Kowroewe g
OeotoKOL. 20TO00, TTOAV Alya £€XOLV YOAPTEL Yot TNV VIOTEIX TTOL TTEONYEITAL AVTHS TNG E0QTNG.

Ka&Be Opb6d0&oc Xootiavdg yvwollet kat yevikd E€0et 0 Adyog Tlow amod Tig vnoteies yux to Ildoxa
Kat T Xplotovyevva. AAA& evw Hmogovv va yvweiCouvv 0Tt vrtdoxet vinoteia e Kowunoews, Atyot to
aKoAovOovV, Kal TEQLOTOTEQOL ATIOQOVV YLATL LTIAQXEL M1 YVvweilovtag to okomd tne. [Towtov, Adyw
TG dLAXVTN TAQAVONONG TOL OKOTIOV TNG vnoteiag, Oa 1tav kaAr wéa va vtevOuuioovpe Toug eavtovg
Hag ywx v aAn0uwr) goon g vnotelac. Yraoxet 1 avtiAnn ot moémel va vijotevovpe, otav OéAovue
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KATL 0av 1 TOAEN TG vnotelag kabdnovyalet k&mws Tov Oco, Kat PAETOVTAS pHag
va «vmo@éQovpe» Avtdg Ba etval o mEoBvuog va dextet to altnua pac. Timota
dev umopel va améxel meQLoodteQo amo TV aAndewx. Aev etval n vnoteia pag,
Tov evxaplotel Tov Beod, elval ot kapmol TG vnotelag pag (eooov éxouvpe
vNotépel pe owoto @EOVNUA, kat oxLt amAws va kavovpe AIETA) mov Tov
gvxalotovv. Nnotevove, OXL Y& Vo TAQOVHE avtd Tov OéAovpe, aAAd va
TIQOETOUAOTOVHE Va AdPovpe 6, Tt OéAel 0 Oedg va pag dwoel. O okomdg NG
vnoteiag etvat va pag evOvygapuiotel meploodtepo pe px dAAN Maoia, tnv
adeA@r) tov Aalagov, Kat pakQlx amd v adeA@r) tovg Mapba, 1 omoix, oto
meQlpnuo xweio tov EvayyeAlov, «ueopuvag kat tooPaln meot moAAa.» (Aovka
10:38-42) H vnotela éxeL 0komo va pag @égel otnv vAomoinon tov «évog dé éott xoelo» Etvar va pag
PonOnoet va PaAovpe 10 Oed MEWTA Kol TIG dkeS pag embvuieg devtegeg, av OXL teAevtaies. g ex
TOUTOV, XQTOLEVEL VI V& LOG TIQOETOLUAXTEL VA ElpuaoTe OQyava tov BeAr)uatog tov Oeov, OTwe Kol e
tov Mwior) katd v €£000 Tov amd Vv AlyvTmTo Kat 0To 0006 Yvd, kabws kat tov Kvplov pag 1
vnotela oty éonuo. H vnoteia pag avaotoépel pakotd and tov eavtd pag kat meog tov Oed. Xnv
ovola pag Bondd va ytvovue oav tnv ®eoTtdko, LTIAKOVOG DOVAOG TOoL B0V, 1) OOl dKOVOE TOV AdYO
Tov kat Vv duatrjonoe kaAvtepa amd 6, TL KATOLOG AAAOG Bax HTTOQOVOE.

INatt Aowtdv vnotevovpe oy tnv Kolunon; Le pa otevn) depévn okoyEévela, ta véa OTLT) UNTEQX TG
elva etooOdvatn avaykalet tov ouOUO NG kavovikng Cwn|g va otapatioel. AAA@WOTE OnuUAvVTIKA
nodypata (YAEvTia, N TNAEdaOT), TOAVTEAELES, TIC TIROOWTILKES pag eTlOvuieg) YivovTal aonpavta: I
Co) TeQLoTEéPEeTAL YUOW amd TV etopofavatn untéoa. Etvat to do pe tnv OpB0do&n owoyévela: ta
véa mov 1 0k pag Mntépa mAnoalet tov Bavato g, dev Oa pmogovoe (1) TovAdxlotov dev O&
ETOETE) VA €XEL DAPORETIKO amoTéAeoua amo avtd mov HOAS avépeoa. H ExkAnola, péow tng
teAetrc ¢ TlagaxkAnong, pag divelr v evkalar va TANOCLAOOVUE OTO VEKQOKQEPBATO TNG, Kol Vo
VUVNOOULE KAL VA TIAQAKAAECOVE T yuvalka Tov éteke TOV Oed, T0 OKAPOS TNG 0wtneilag pHag Kat
ETUKEPAATIGC  OUVI)YOQOG Hag oto Oeiko Bpovo Touv. Kai oOmwe ot yruwn owoyévewr, v
KaAOMNUEQVOTNTA KAL TNV avox1] 0TS TROOWTIKEG Hag emBuulec Oa TEEMEL Vo OTAUATIIOOLY, N
vnotela, otnv mANEn e évvowx (amoxn amo Ta Teo@Ua Kot TG eTOLiES) emITUYXAVEL AUTO.
AryoTeQo xo0vo 0Ttov eAe00£Q0 XQOVO 1) AAAEG eTUDLWEELS aPT)VEL TTEQLOTATEQO XQOVO YLX TNV TTQOOELXN
KAl TOV TEOPANUATIONO OxeTIk& He Tov dvOowmo mov pag €dwoe tov Xowoto. Omnwe o TTo. Owpag
Xomko €xeL dOnNAwoel, «[n Magia] dkovoe o Adyo Tov OeoV Kal TOoV KQATNOE TO00 KAAL, OTL amd OAeg
NG Yuvalkes otV wotogia avtr] emAéxOnKe OxL HOVO Y va akovoetl tov Adyo tov Beol, aAAd kal va
Tov yevvnoet ‘Etot, evw vnotebovpe oty evatévion g Cwnig NG, TaLTOXQ0VA TIROETOUALOPAOTE Y
va {rjoovpe pia Cwry o€ amopipnon tg. Avtdg etva 0 okomog e vnoteiag g Koynoews.

«Ote ) Metaotaoic to0 axpavtov oov oknvove nUTpemiCeto, T0TE 0L ATOOTOAOL, TEPIKVKAODVTEG TNV KAIVIY
TPOUW EDpwV O€, Kal o pev ateviCovtec tw oknvel, Oaupet ovveixovrto, o 6¢ I1étpoc ovv dakpvow éfoa oot (2
[apBéve, 0pw oe Tpavac NrAwuévny vntiav, Ty Conv TV Anavtwy, Kal katanAnttopatl, v 1) éoknvwoe Tne
peAdovone Cawng 1 dnodavoic. AAL" @ dxpavte, ikéteve éktevwe Tov Yiov oov kal Oedv, 100 o@wlecOal Tty
TIOALY ooV &TpwTov.» —XTixneov tov Opboov g Kowunoewg




AnhnhuncCiation Greek
Orthodox Church Pichic
Food +Funhe Fellowship

* Sunday, August 21, 2022 *
At 5:00 pm

LLamb, hamburgers and beverages
will be provided
Bring your own Sside items and dessert
For All To Share!

xCigh up sheet by CchurcCh office
or Call: 717-741-4200

If you would like to volunteer in helping
make this event great..
call [Lola [LLamnhatos 717-395-6061
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FACEBOOK.COM/CONSTANTLYGUS
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FIRST—GENERATION GREEK—AM ERICAN
COMEDIAN/CONTENT CREATOR

| MORE INFO
COMING SOON




PAGE 18 THE LADDER

ATTENTION!

Our community is in need for
volunteers to work with our various
ministries for the upcoming
Ecclesiastical year.

Sunday Church School Teachers,
GOYA Advisors, HOPE & JOY Advisors,
as well as young men to serve in
our Altar (ages 8+), those interested
In working with our Senior Citizens,
Stewardship, Festival and Social/
Cultural committees are all needed.

Please reach out to Fr. Andrew or
Deacon Tom if you are interested
and willing to help these vital
ministries of our community
continue to function and grow.




STEWARD UPDATE, 2022 — ANAmPozAPMOTH OIKONOMQN, 2022(As oF 07-11-2022)

Dr & Mrs Nicholas Agapis
Dr & Mrs Steven Agapis

Ms Anita Asimos

Ms Lynette Aughenbaugh
M/M George N Barakos
M/M John Barakos

M/M Jesse Benefiel

Mr Evan James Bittner
M/M Mark Bittner

Mr Marios Boumpoulis

Mr Stavros D Chantiles
M/M George Chasiakis

Ms Vasilia Chiadis

Mr & Mrs Takis Cologer
Mr Dimitrios Daglaris
M/M Christopher Dalaperas
M/M Nestoras Dalaperas
M/M Alex Daoularis

M/M Dionisios Daoularis
M/M Chris Demetriades
M/M Philip Eppley

M/M Steven Gekas

Miss Athanasia Georgakopoulos
Mr George K Georgakopoulos
M/M Kostas Georgakopoulos
M/M George Georgaras

Ms Nickey George

Dr & Mrs George Haritos
Drs George & Joan Hayes
Mr Charles Henry

Ms Mary Henry

Ms Hrisoula Hioutis

M/M Kostas Hioutis

M/M Michael Hiras

M/M William Hondos
M/M Florin Ionescu

M/M Nicholas Karageorgos
Ms Irini Karambas

M/M George Karanicolas
M/M Odisefs G Karanicolas
M/M Athanasios Karanikas
M/M Phillip Kapsalis

Mrs Valerie Kauffman
M/M Michael Keriazis

Ms Eleni Kocoronis

M/M Gus Kocoronis

Mr Harry Kocoronis

M/M John Kolakoglu

M/M Spiros Kourliouros
M/M Theodore Koutsokostas
Ms Marie Kuchta

Mr John Lamnatos

Ms Lola Lamnatos

Ms Sotiria Lamnatos

M/M Daniel Lewis

Atty. Dorothy Livaditis

Drs Gus & Sophia Livaditis

Joanne M Livaditis, pmp

Dr Laura Livaditis

Dr/Mrs Nicholas ] Livaditis

M/M Thomas | Livaditis

M/M Bill Mallas

M/M Konstantine Mallas

Ms Leah B Mallas

M/M Thomas Mandras

Drs George & Patricia Margetas

Mr Demetrios Masgalas

Dr Tassia Masgalas

Mr Tony Masgalas

Ms Georgia Mavros

M/M Thomas Meligakes

M/M Constantine Minetos

M/M Gregory Nauss

Ms Martha Newmoyer

Ms Alisa Nicoara

M/M Eleftherios Nicozisis

Dr & Mrs K. Nicholas Pandelidis

M/M Chriss Papayannis

M/M James Plakas

M/M Tony Plakas

M/M Athanasios Polychronis

Ms Katherine Rodas

Mr & Mrs Socratis Rodas

Ms Marina Rontiris

M/M Michael Rosario

M/M Nathan Rush

M/M Themistokles D Sacarellos

Mrs Julie Sekeres

M/M George K Sgagias

M/M James K. Sgagias

Mr Kostas G Sgagias

Ms Magdalene K Sgagias

M/M Stephen Sheasley

Rev Deacon Thomas &
Diakonissa Janet Shelley

Ms Maria Siakavellas

M/M Louis Skeparnias

Ms Maria K Skouras

Ms Maria V Skouras

Ms Roula Skouras

M/M Stavros Skouras

M/M Vasilios Skouras

M/M Alexander Smolskiy
M/M James St John
Ms Athena Stem
M/M John Sterns
Mr Charles Talbert &
Mrs Anna Papayannis
M/M Panagiotis Pavlou
Mr James Tautkus
Mr George Touras
M/M George Triantafyllou
M/M Leonidas Triantafyllou
Father Andrew & Presvytera
Katherine Tsikitas
Ms Evgenia Tsaganis
Ms Kiriaki Tsaganis
M/M Emmanuel Tsoflias
Mr Luke Tsoflias
Ms Aglaia Tsogas
M/M Emmanuel Tsogas
M/M Konstantinos Tsoukalis
M/M John Tsoukalos
M/M Theodore Valakis
Ms Zoi Valakis
Ms Efthimia Vlahos
Mr Efthimios (Tim) Vlahos
Mr Nikolaos D Vlahos
M/M Nathan Walker
M/M Donald Wall
Ms Olympia Wilson

These are the people who have paid towards Stewardship for 2022. Thank you for you generosity and support of our community.
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.

Enter into the joy of your lord.” - Matthew 25:21
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Beiille off Wne P!

2nd annual homemade Iira (pie) competition!
Join in on the fun!
Enter your best nira from the region of Greece you are from...

=

Bring your rita to the Church picnic
on August 21st....
All entries will be taste tested and winner announced!




