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THANKSGIVING REFLECTION—HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN GERASIMOS OF SAN FRANSISCO

Brothers and sisters in the Lord,

It was in 1621 that the first religious gathering for Thanksgiving took place. And now, over 400
years later, the traditions of this holiday still hold strong and have expanded to provide an
opportunity for families to come together, to break bread, to convey gratitude, and to “give thanks
to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever!” (Psalm 107:1-2)

Thanksgiving has a unique significance in the Greek Orthodox tradition. While this is not a
religious holiday, the spirit of thanksgiving is prevalent in our Orthodox faith as a time for
reflection, gratitude, and a renewed awareness of God’s abundant blessings.

One of the central themes in the Greek Orthodox faith is Evyapiotion — Thanksgiving. The Divine
Liturgy is a profound act of thanksgiving, where faithful come together to offer gratitude to God for
His redeeming love and the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ. The Eucharist is the ultimate
expression of this thanksgiving, as Orthodox Christians partake in the Body and Blood of Christ,
giving thanks for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ upon the Cross.

Thanksgiving within the Greek Orthodox tradition also reminds us of the importance of gratitude in our daily lives. Gratitude
is not just a fleeting emotion but a way of life. It is an attitude that acknowledges God’s providence and love in all
circumstances, whether in times of joy or hardship.

We live in a broken world, surrounded by violence, war, religious persecution, and racial intolerance, as well as natural
disasters that have destroyed God’s creation. We must be vigilant and pray to God for healing in our world, and for unity and
peace to prevail.

As we celebrate Thanksgiving, let us use this as an opportunity to give thanks for God’s many blessings—the gifts of life,
health, family, friends, and the abundance of His creation. It is a time to offer heartfelt thanks for the spiritual guidance and
support of our clergy and fellow parishioners, as well as for the opportunities to grow in faith and holiness.

Giving thanks goes beyond words; it is expressed in action. It is a call to love and serve our neighbors, to extend hospitality
to strangers, and to show compassion to those in need. It is these acts of kindness and generosity that we embody the true
spirit of thanksgiving and fulfill the teachings of Christ.

This Thanksgiving, let us remember that our faith calls us to be thankful, not only for what we have, but also for who we are
becoming through our relationship with God. May our hearts overflow with gratitude, and may our lives be a living
testimony of thanksgiving, reflecting the love and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

St. John Chrysostom writes, “Nothing is so agreeable to God as a grateful and thankful soul.” May the spirit of gratitude
and God’s unwavering love fill your hearts on this day and always.

Wishing you and your loved ones a most blessed and Happy Thanksgiving! God bless you!

+ GERASIMOS

Metropolitan of San Francisco

ON THE COVER—THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS: NOVEMBER 21

According to Holy Tradition, the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple took place in the following manner. The
parents of the Virgin Mary, Saints Joachim and Anna, praying for an end to their childlessness, vowed that if a child were
born to them, they would dedicate it to the service of God.

... ... ... .. ... ... ..

When the Most Holy Virgin reached the age of three, the holy parents decided to fulfill their vow. They gathered together
their relatives and acquaintances, and dressed the All-Pure Virgin in Her finest clothes. Singing sacred songs and with lighted
candles in their hands, virgins escorted Her to the Temple (Ps. 44/45:14-15). There the High Priest and several priests met the
handmaiden of God. In the Temple, fifteen high steps led to the sanctuary, which only the priests and High Priest could enter.
(Because they recited a Psalm on each step, Psalms 119/120-133/134 are called “Psalms of Ascent.”) The child Mary, so it
seemed, could not make it up this stairway. But just as they placed Her on the first step, strengthened by the power of God,
She quickly went up the remaining steps and ascended to the highest one. Then the High Priest, through inspiration from
above, led the Most Holy Virgin into the Holy of Holies, where only the High Priest entered once a year to offer a purifying
sacrifice of blood. Therefore, all those present in the Temple were astonished at this most unusual occurrence.
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After entrusting their child to the Heavenly Father, Joachim and Anna returned home. The All-Holy Virgin remained in the
quarters for virgins near the Temple. According to the testimony of Holy Scripture (Exodus 38; 1 Kings 1: 28; Luke 2: 37),
and also the historian Josephus Flavius, there were many living quarters around the Temple, in which those who were
dedicated to the service of God dwelt.

The earthly life of the Most Holy Theotokos from Her infancy until She was taken up to Heaven is shrouded in deep
mystery. Her life at the Jerusalem Temple was also a secret. “If anyone were to ask me,” said Saint Jerome, “how the Most
Holy Virgin spent the time of Her youth, I would answer that that is known to God Himself and the Archangel Gabriel, Her
constant guardian.”

But there are accounts in Church Tradition, that during the All-Pure Virgin’s stay at the Temple, She grew up in a
community of pious virgins, diligently read the Holy Scripture, occupied Herself with handicrafts, prayed constantly, and
grew in love for God. From ancient times, the Church has celebrated the Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into
the Temple. Indications that the Feast was observed in the first centuries of Christianity are found in the traditions of
Palestinian Christians, which say that the holy Empress Helen (May 21) built a church in honor of the Entry of the Most
Holy Theotokos into the Temple.

The Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple foretells God’s blessing for the human race, the
preaching of salvation, the promise of the coming of Christ.

THE VOICE OF OUR FAITH

A NORMAL NATIVITY—DCN. THOMAS SHELLEY

For the past several years the celebration of the Feasts of the Nativity and the Theophany (Epiphany) have been complicated
when one or the other have fallen on either a Sunday or a Monday. In all of those years there is considerable confusion
because the normal patterns of Royal Hours and Vesperal Divine Liturgy on one day followed by Orthros and Divine Liturgy
on the next day is interrupted; and, in some cases the Vesperal Divine Liturgy is not served.

... ... ... ...

Thankfully, this year and the following two years—three successive Nativity seasons—will have both Feasts occurring on
weekdays allowing for “normal” celebrations of both. No shifting of Royal Hours to a Friday; no truncated weekday Orthros
and Divine Liturgy on a Saturday; and no serving of Great Vespers--alone-- on the eve of a Feast without the full Vesperal
Divine Liturgy.

|‘ Blessed with several successive years without confusion, let us resolve to enter as fully as possible into the joy of these Great
Feasts. Let us resolve to prepare for these Feasts with due diligence: with penitent preparation of fasting; generous
almsgiving; and, above all regular and reflective prayer.

|‘ What shall we offer you, O Christ, because you have appeared on earth as a man for our sakes? For each of the

creatures made by you offers you its thanks: the Angels, their hymn, the heavens, the Star; the Shepherds, their
|‘ wonder,; the Magi, their gifts; the earth, the Cave, the desert, the Manger, and we, a Virgin Mother. God before the
|‘ ages, have mercy on us.—from Vespers of the Nativity

ORTHODOX SPIRITUALITY: MAN & SIN—FR. THOMAS HOPKO

‘ Man, according to the scriptures, is created “in the likeness of God” (Gen 1.26-27). To be like God, through the gift of God,
is the essence of man’s being and life. In the scriptures it says that God breathed into man, the “breath [or spirit] of life” (Gen
2.7). This divine teaching has given rise to the understanding in the Orthodox Church that man cannot be truly human, truly
himself, without the Spirit of God. Thus Saint Irenaeus (3rd c.) said in his well-known saying, often quoted by Orthodox
authors, that “man is body, soul, and Holy Spirit.” This means that for man to fulfil himself as created in the image and -
likeness of God—that is, to be like Christ who is the perfect. divine, and uncreated Image of God—man must be the temple
of God’s Spirit. If man is not the temple of God’s Spirit, then the only alternative is that he is the temple of the evil spirit.
There is no middle way. Man is either in an unending process of life and growth in union with God by the Holy Spirit, or else
he is an unending process of decomposition and death by returning to the dust of nothingness out of which he was formed, by
the destructive power of the devil. This is how the Orthodox spiritual tradition interprets the “two ways” of the Mosaic law:

|‘ 1 call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse,
|‘ therefore choose life that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord, obeying His voice and cleaving to
|‘ Him, for that means life to you (Dt 30.19-20).

It is this same teaching that the Apostle Paul gives in his doctrine of the “two laws” at work in the life of man.
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For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my
mind and making me captive to the law of sin which dwells in my members. . .. For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death. ... For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, hut those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.
To set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace (Rom 7.14-8.17).

Every human being is confronted with these two possibilities, ultimately the only two possibilities of human existence. Either
a person chooses life by the grace of God and the power of the Spirit—the “abundant” and “eternal life” given by God in
creation and salvation through Jesus Christ—or the person chooses death. The whole pathos of human existence consists in
this choice, whether a person is aware of it or not. Christian spiritual life depends on the conscious choice of the “way of
life.” To “choose life” and to walk in the “way of life” is the way that man shows himself to be in the image and likeness of
God.

For by the hands of the Father, that is by the Son and the Holy Spirit, man, and not merely a part of man, was made
in the likeness of God . .. for the perfect man consists in the commingling and the union of the soul, receiving the
Spirit of the Father and the fleshly nature which was also moulded after the image of God . .. the man becomes
spiritual and perfect because of the outpouring of the Spirit, and this is he who was made in the image and likeness
of God.

If in a man the Spirit is not united to the soul, this man is imperfect. He remains animal and carnal. He continues to
have the image of God in his flesh, but he does not receive the divine likeness through the Holy Spirit (Saint
Irenaeus, 2nd c., Against Heresies).

Sin, according to the scriptures is “lawlessness” and “wrongdoing” (1 Jn 3.4, 5.17). To do wrong and to be unrighteous is to
sin. In the Greek language the word sin originally meant “missing the mark,” that is, moving in the wrong direction, toward
the wrong aims and goals. It means choosing and going in the way of death, and not the way of life.

There are many scriptural expressions for sin, all of which presuppose a primordial rightness and goodness. The word fall
indicates a movement down and away from an original high and lofty state. The word stain reveals that there was once an
original purity that has been defiled. The word transgression means a movement against that which is primarily right. The
word guilt reveals prior innocence. The words estrangement and alienation indicate that one was first “at home,” living in a
sound and wholesome condition. The word deviation means that one has gone off his original way.

There are no words for sin which do not reveal in their very utterance that sin is an unnatural state of man, a condition
brought about by the destruction, distortion, and loss of something good which was originally present. Every sin and
wickedness exists only because man’s being and life are naturally positive and good. Every evil and sin act only as
“parasites” on that which is primarily perfect and whole. Thus, in the Orthodox tradition, sin is not considered to be a normal
and natural part of human being and life. To be human and to be a sinner is contradictory. Rather, to be truly human is to be
righteous, pure, truthful, and good.

Spiritual life, in this sense, consists of only one thing: not to sin. Not to sin is to be like God and His Son Jesus Christ. It is
the goal of human life.

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness, sin is lawlessness. You know that Christ appeared to take away
sins, and in Him there is no sin. No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has either seen Him nor known
Him. Little children, let no one deceive you. He who does right is righteous, as He is righteous. He who commits sin
is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the
works of the devil. No one born of God commits sin; for God’s nature abides in him, and he cannot sin because he
is born of God. By this it may be seen who are children of God, and who are children of the devil; whoever does not
do right is not of God, nor he who does not love his brother (1 Jn 3.4-10).

Not to sin is the goal of human life. But in fact all people do sin. It is for this reason that the possibility to be freed from sin
and to overcome sin comes through the saving work of Christ, who forgives the sins of the world.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
Just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make Him
a liar, and His word is not in us. My little children, I am writing this to you so that you may not sin; but if any one
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and He is the expiation for our sins, and
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. ...by this we may be sure that we are in Him: he who says
he abides in Him ought to walk in the same way in which He walked (1 Jn 1.8-2.6).
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‘ ALL ABOUT THANKSGIVING—FR. LAWRENCE FARLEY

‘ The Christian Faith is all about thanksgiving. Our secular North American society thinks that thanksgiving is moderately
important, and so it has a wonderful Thanksgiving Day feast once a year. Ilove this feast. Every October in Canada—my calendar
tells me it is held in November in the US—when the leaves start to turn colour and the days become a little cooler, we gather if
possible with our extended families and sit down to a turkey dinner. There are no pilgrims and no Plymouth Rock in sight up
north, but the rejoicing in family warmth and domestic coziness is the same, I suspect, both north and south of the border. I do love
Thanksgiving Day, even if in many secular households not everyone gives thanks to God for the day’s bounty. At least once a year
our all-too-often self-entitled culture tells us that it is good to give thanks and to be grateful.

‘ It is otherwise in the Church. In the Church, we are to give thanks not just once a year, but always, so that every day is a
thanksgiving day. We are taught this at Vespers: “I will sing praises to my God while I have my being!” (from Psalm 104). We
are taught this at Matins: “Let every breath praise the Lord!” (from the Praises). We are taught this at Divine Liturgy: “It is meet
and right to hymn You, to bless You, to praise You, to give thanks to You, and to worship You in every place of Your
‘ dominion” (from the Anaphora). Praise and thanksgiving is what we do as Christians, not just once a year, but all day, every
day. Obviously we don’t do this as successfully as we should. That is why we need the constant liturgical reminders. But it
defines our Christian Faith nonetheless. That is why the main liturgical service, the one that reconstitutes us each week as the Body
of Christ and forms the liturgical context for everything else, is called “the Eucharist”—from the Greek eucharistia, thanksgiving.

‘ Thanksgiving not only defines us as Christians, but also as human beings—not surprisingly, if the soul (as the second century
Christian apologist Tertullian noted) is “naturally Christian.” That is, what separates us from the animals is the ability to transcend
ourselves and the realm of the senses and appetites through thanksgiving. My cat, lovely thing that she is, was not made in the
image of God, and so cannot transcend the realm of the appetites and the senses in which she lives. She might love me (or might
not; with cats it’s sometimes hard to tell), but even if she does love me, she never expresses it in thanksgiving. When I fill her food
dish, she never stops, looks up at me and meows a word of doxology or gratitude. She simply chows down as if I do not
exist. That’s okay. She’s just an animal. But we are not just animals, but strange and glorious amalgams of the animal and the
spiritual, a kind of amphibian, living in both of the physical world and the angelic realm. As such we can transcend the merely
physical in which we usually live, and rise up to God. Man is, as Father Alexander Schmemann once reminded us, homo
adorans—“‘worshiping man”—and this capacity to worship is what constitutes the divine image in us.

Our annual secular reminder of this in the autumn is wonderful. Yet even more wonderful is our weekly reminder every
Sunday. For there we are not simply reminded to give thanks, but through our weekly liturgical eucharistia are able to rise above
the world, and commune with God, and find healing for our broken and ailing hearts. Family and turkey are great. The Kingdom
of God is even better.

H KAIMAE

Eiz0AIA THE ®EOTOKOY: NOEMBPIOY 21

|‘ H evoefnc Avva ovluyog Tov loaxeip, tépace ) (N ¢ Y®pPIg Vo LTopEGEL VO TEKVOTOMGEL, KaOdE TV
oteipa. Mali pe tov Ioaxeip Tpocevyotov Beppd otov ed va. TNV aEUOCEL Vo PEPEL GTOV KOGLO €volL TToudt,
|‘ pe v vIooyeon 0Tt Bo apEpmve to Tékvo g og Avtov. [pdypott, o Tovayabog Oedg dyt poévo g
xopoe €va maidi, oAAd TV a&iwce vo PEPEL GTOV KOGHO T1 yuvoika mov Oo yevvovoe 10 Meoaia, 10
|‘ Sompo pog Incod Xpioto. Otav n [oavayio £yve TpLdv xpodvoOv, GOLEOVA LE TV TaPAdoon, N Avva Kal o
looxeiy, kpatdvtog ™V vrdcKeEcH TOLG, TNV odynoav 610 Nad Kol TV TupEdwoaV GTOV apylEpEa
Zayapia. O apyepéag mopérafe v IapBévo Mapia kot v odfynoe oto Ayl tov Ayiov, 6mov dev
Eumave Kaveilg ektoc amd Tov 010, eneld] yvopile £neita and amokdAvyTn Tov Ogol T0 HEAAOVTIKO POAO
mg Ayilog kopng oy evavipomion tov Kupiov. Xta evdéodtepa tov Naod n Iopbévog Mapia Euetve
‘ dmdeka xpovia. Oro avtd to ddoma o apydyyerog IappmA tpounbeve v Ioavayia pe Tpoer| ovpdvia.
|‘ E&MAOe and ta Aylo Tov Ayiov, 0tav £épbace 1 dpa Tov Bgiov Evayyehiopov.

MHNYMA TIA THN HMEPA TON EYXAPIZETION —XEB. MHTP. | EPAZIMOZE TOY AT. ®PANTKIZKOY

Adehpoi kot adedeég ev Kupiw,

To 1621 éafe yopo n TpdTH Opnokevtiky cuykévipmoon yo v Huépa tov Evyopiotidv. Kot tdpa, taveo ard 400 ypovia
apyoTEPQ, Ol TAPASOGEIS AVTNG TNG YOPTNS £E0Kk0oA0VOOVY Vo d1aTNPOVVTOL 1IoYLPES Kot £0VV emeKTafEl MGTE Vo TAPEYOLY TNV
€VKOIPIOL OTIG OIKOYEVEIEG VO CLYKEVIP®OOUV, vo. LOPAGTOUV £va TAOVGIO YEVUO, VO EKPPAGOVLYV ELYVOUOCUVN Kol Vo,
«evyapotnoete 1@ Kopie, 61t xpnotoc, &1t €ig tov aidva 10 EAeog avtot» (Parpog 106:1)

H Huépa tov Evyapiotiov £xetl povadikn onpoacio otnv eAAnvopdodoén mapdadoot). Av Kot dev TpoKeLToL Yo OpnoKELTIKT YI0pTN,
TO TVEDUA TNG EVYAPIOTIOG Kuplapyel oty 0pBodoén miotn Hog ¢ ¥pOVOG Yo TEPIGLVAAOYT, EVYVOUOCHVY] KOl OVOVEDUEVT
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eMiyvoon Tov apbovov gvioyidv Tov Bgod.

‘Eva and 1o kevipikd Oépata otnv edAnvopBodoén miot eivar n Evyopiotia. H @cia Asttovpyio eivar o Babud mpdén
EVYOPIOTIOG, OOV Ol TIGTOL GUYKEVIPMVOVTOL Y10 VO, TPOGPEPOVY EVYVOUOGUVY] 6ToV Bgd Yo TV AvTpaTiKy] Tov aydnn Kot o
dmpo ¢ compiog péow tov Incov Xpiotod. H Otia Evyapiotio ival 1 amodAvT KQPacT OVTAG TNG EVXAPIOTIOG, KabdC ot
OpB6do&otr XpioTiavoi petéyovv 010 Tmpa kol 10 Aipa Tov Xpiotov, evyapliotdvtag yio ™ Hucia Tov Incov Xpiotov téve ctov
Ztopo.

H Evyapiotio omnv edAnvopBddoén napddoon pog vrevBopilet emiong ) onpocio g evyvopoohvng otny kadnuepvomtd pog. H
€VYVOLHOGUVN dev givorl amimg Eva pevyaiéo cuvaiotnua, oA évag Tpomog {onc. Eivar o otdon mov avayvepilel v mpdvola
KOL TNV Ay Tov @00 6€ OAEG TIC TEPIGTACELS, it 0€ GTIYHEG XapdG it o€ OTIYHEG duoKOMOC.

ZoOpe o€ vav SoAvpEVO KOGHO, TEPLTPLYVPIGUEVO Omd Pio, TOAEWO, BpNOoKEVTIKES SDEEIS Kot PLAETIKY HGOAA0dOE 0, KaOMG Kot
QLOKESG KOTAGTPOPES TOV £X0VV KATASTPEWEL TN dnpovpyio tov Ogov. [pénel va eilocTe G€ £YPNYOPOT| KOl VO TPOGEVYOLOGTE
oTov Ogd yo Bepameio 6TOV KOGHO LOG KO Y10 VO, EXIKPOTIHGEL 1] EVOTNTO KOL 1) EPNVI.

Koabng yoptalovpe v Huépa tov Evyopiotiov, ag ypnoomTomcovUE GUTAV TNV EVKOLPIN Y10 VoL EVYOPIGTHCOVUE TOV Bgd Yia
TIG TOALEG €VAOYIEG TOV - TaL ddpaL TNG (NG, TNG VYELNG, TNG OKOYEVELNGS, TV PIAwV Kot TV aebovia g dnpovpyiag Tov. Eivar
L0 OTIYH VO TPOCPOEPOVUE EYKAPOIES EVYXOPLOTIEG YOl TNV TVELHOTIKY KOBOONYNON KOl LVRTOGTAPEN TOL KANPOL KOl TMOV
GUVOSEAPOV LLOG EVOPLTOV, KOOMS KoL Y10, TIG EVKOIPIES VO avatTuy B0V E GTNV TOTN Kot TV oyloTnTo.

H evyopiotia Eemepva ta Aoyia. Exepaletoar oty mpdén. Eivar éva kdheopa vo oyamdpe Kot vo, DINPETOVUE TOVG TANGIOV Hag, Vo
TPOoPEPOVIE PLA0EEVIO o8 EEVOUG Kal va. Ogiyvoupe cupmdVie 6 Oo0VG EYOLV avayKN. Me avtég Tig Tpdgelc Kahoouvng Kot
YEVWOOO PTG EVGOPKOVOLLE TO 0ANOIVO TVED O TG EVYOPIOTIOG KoL EKTANPMOVOLLE TIG S1d0GKAAIES Tov Xp1oToD.

Avty v Hpépa tov Evyopiotidv, ag Bopunbodue 6tL n miotn pog pog KoAel vo ilacTte EVYVMOUOVES, OYL LOVO Yol dVTH TOL
€YOouLe, AALG KL Yo aVTO OV YVOHOOTE PEGH TNG oxéong Hag pe Tov Oed. Eibe ot kapdiég pag va Egxeilouv and gvyvopocivn
ol 1 on pog va gtvon por {ovtovi HopTopio. EVYOPIOTIOG, TOV VO avTOVOKAG TV aydmm kot ) xépn tov Kvplov pog Incod
Xp16100.

O Ayuwog lodvvng o Xpucsdotouog ypaoeet: «Timota dev gival 1060 gvydpioTo oTov Bgd 0G0 Lo evyvopmv yoyn». Eife to mvedpa
NG EVYVOUOGVVNG KOt 1] 0KAGVITN aydmn Tov Bov va YEUIooUV TIG KOpOEC 60.G ALTN TNV NUEPO. KOl TAVTOL.

2ag evyoUaL 6€ €06G KO TOVG ayomnpuévoug cag e, evaoynuévn Huépa tov Evyopiotidov! O @gdg va cag evloyei!

+ TEPAXIMOX
Mntponolritng Ay. ®pavykickov

OP®OAOZH TINEYMATIKOTHTA: O ANGPQITOE KAI H AMAPTIA—IIP. ®QMAT XOIIKO

O avBpwmoc, cOpva LE TS YPAPES, etvar dnpovpynpévog «kat' ewova @gov» (I'év. 1:26-27). To va givan kaveig oav Tov B0,
LEC® TOV dDPOV TOV B0V, givar M ovsia g VapEng kat ¢ {oNg Tov avBpOTOL. ZTIC YPuPEG avapEpeTal 0TL 0 BEDC EVEQUOT|GE
otov avBpwmo v «tvon [N mvevua] {oney (T'év. 2:7). Avty 1 Beia didackario £xel odnynoel otnv katovonon oty Opbddoén
Exxdnoia 611 0 avBpwmog dev pmopel va ival mpoylotikd dvOpmmog, TpaylaTikd o eavtdc Tov, yopig o Ivevpa tov @cov. Etot,
0 Aylog Eypnvaiog (3og at.) gine 610 yv®otd T0U pNtTd, mov cuyva avaeépetat amd OpBodo&ovs cuyypapeic, 6Tt «o dvBpwmog ivol
ohpa, yoyn kot Ayo [Ivedpo». Avtd onpaivet 6TL Yo va EKTANPOCEL 0 AvOPOTOG TOV £0VTO TOV MG dMLOVPYNLEVOS KAT' EIKOVAL
Kol opoimon tov g0l - dnradn, va givor cav Tov Xplotd o gival ) télela, Oeio Ko dxtiom Ewova tov Oov - o avOpmmog
wpémel va gival o vadg tov [Tvedvpatog tov Oeov. Av o dvBpwmog dev gival o vadg tov [lveduatog tov Geov, T0TE N UOVN
EVOALOKTIKY AVoT givor OTL glvar 0 vadg Tov Tovnpov TvebpaTog. Agv vrdpyel péon 0d66c. O avBpomoc gite Ppioketon og o
ateleiom dwdwkacio {ong kot avantuéng oe Evoaon e tov Ogd pécm tov Ayiov lveduatog, ite eivor o ateleim Swdkacio
amoovvheong Kot Bavatov eMOTPEPOVTAG TN GKOVI TOL UNdEVOG Amd TNV 0ol OYMNUOTIGTNKE, Amd TNV KATAGTPOPIKT SUVOLN
Tov d10foAov. ‘Etot epunvedel 1 OpB6doén tvevpatiky Topddoot toug «600 dpodpovc» tov Mmacaikov vopov:

O1OUOPTOPOUOL DUTV THUEPOV TOV TE OVPAVOY Koi TV Yijv, TV iy kai T0v Govatov 0édwko. mpo TPOTOTOv DUV, THY
evloyiav kai v katdpov- ExleCar v {wnv ov, iva {fons ob kal 10 ornspua cov, ayarayv Kipiov tov Ocov cov, eicorxovery
TS paVijc avtod Kol &xeoBoi abTod " 611 T007T0 1 {WH GOV KOl 1 HOKPOTHS TGV HuePV oov (devt. 30:19-20).

Eivor n 10100 dtdaokara mov divel 0 Andotorog [Tavrog ot d1dackaiio Tov Yo TOvg «dV0 VOUOVG» OV gvepyovv ot {1 Tov
avOpamTov.

o*vvrjéo,ual yap 7@ Vo 100 Ocod Kato 0V E0w av@pa)nov ,Bxlsnw 0€ & 8rep0v vo,uav &v T0ig ugdeat 1ov avnarparevouevov
® vo,ua) 700 VOOg fov Kol olyodotilovid, ue év 1@ vo,ua) mg ayapnag @ ovtl v rozg ,usisaz Hov. ... 0 yap vo,uog 700
rvebuorog tijs {wijc v Xpiotd Inood nievbépwat pe dmo tod vouov tijs duoptiog xol 100 Bavazov. ... of yap kotd odpko,
OVTES TOL TIIS TOPKOS PPOVODOLY, 0f 0€ KoTa TVeDuo. To. ToD mvevuatos. (Pow. 7:14-8:17).
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Kd&Be avBpomog aviyetonilel avtég Tic 600 mbavottes, TEMKA TIg poveg dvo mbavomeg e avOpomivng dmapéng. Eite éva
dtopo emhéyet ) Lo pe ™ xbpn Tov ol Kot T Svvaun tov [Tvedpatoc - v «aeBovny Kot «oidvia (on» Tov diveTol amd Tov
®ed ot dnovpyio Kot T copio pES® Tov Incov Xpioto - gite 10 dtopo emAéyel Tov Bdvarto. OLo 1o TaBoc TG avOpdTIVIG
Ymapéng ovviotoTor o€ VT TNV EMAOYY, €lte T0 dtopo T0 Yvepilel gite Ox1. H yprotiovikn mvevpatikny {on eEaptdton ond ™
ouveldN™ enthoy g «0d00 g {ong». To va «emdéyel T {on» Kot va TEPTATAEL 0TV «0d0 TG LoNg» &ival o TpOTOG pEe Tov
omoio 0 AvBp®TOG deiyvel ToV €0VTO TOL OTL gival KoT™ €OV Kot OpoimoT] Tov Ogov.

A6t 0100 TV yerpwv tov Tlatpog, onloon oo tov Y100 kar tov Ayiov [Iveduotog, o avBpwmog, kai Oyl oming Eva 1EPos
00 avlparov, ktiotnke kot' gikova Ocod... 010TL 0 TéAE10¢ AvOpwmog avviatoTal oty Evawan Kol TV EVan THS WOXHG,
lopfavoviag to Ilveduo tov Ilotpog kar v oopkiky poon, n omolia emions mAdotnie kot eikovo, Ocod... 0 avlpwrog
YIVETOL TVEDUATIKOG KO TEAEIOS L0V THS EKYDOEWS ToV TIVEDUOTOS, KOl OVTOS EIVAL TOV KTIOTHKE KAT' EIKOVO. KO OUOLWON
BOcod.

Av o¢ évav avOpwmo to Ilvevuo. dev eivar evauevo e v woxl, avtog o avlipwmog eivar atelng. Hopouéver {wmong kou
oopKiKog. Xoveyilel vo Eyel v etkova tov Ogod oty adpka tov, alla dev loufiaver ) OGeia opoiwon péow tov Ayiov
Ivevuorog (Ayiog Eypnvaiog, 20¢ ou., Katd twv Aipécewv).

Apaptio, COPEOVO HE TIC YPOPES, eivar «avopion Kot «adwkioy (A" Iodv. 3:4, 5:17). To va KAVELG TO KOKO Kot va gioat Ad1KOg
oodvvapel pe apaptic. Xmv eAAnvikn yAdooa, 1 AEEN apoaptio apyikd onpowve «actoyioy, onAadn, kivmorn mpog AdOog
Kkatevbuvon, Tpog AaBog oKomovg Kol 6TOYoVG. nuaivel EXA0Y Kol 0d)yNor 6To dpopo Tov Bavdtov, Kol &yt 6To SPOUO ™G
Cong.

Yrbépyovv ToAAES PIPAIKEG EKPPACELS YIOL TNV OUAPTiO, Ol omoieg Tpodmofétovy o apyéyovn opBotta kot Kohoovvn. H Aéén
TTMOON VIOONAMDVEL Ho Kiviion TPog To KATM® KOl HOKPWY omd o, apytkn vymAn Kot gvyevny katdotaon. H AéEn kmAida
OTOKAADTTEL OTL KATOTE VANPYE [t apyIKn ayvoTnTa ov &yel poivvOei. H Aéén mapdPacn onpaivel pio kivion evavto oe avtd
7oV glvan mpwTioTwg cwotd. H AEEn evoyn amokaAvmtel tponyovpevn abwotnta. Ot AéEn ano&évoorn vTodNA®MVEL OTL KATO10G
NTav apykd «oto omitt Tovy, {Mvtag o€ o vy Kotdotaotn. H AéEn andkiion onuaivel 0Tt kdmolog Exel Eepiyel and tov apyikd
TOL dpoLo.

Agv vmapyovv AEEEIS Y100 TNV GUOPTIOL TTOV VO UMV OITOKAADTTOUV GTNV 1010 TOVg TV €KQPaAcT OTL 1] apopTior sival pia oQVGIKN
KOTAGTOON TOV avOpdToV, Lo KOTAGTOOT TOL TPOKUAEITOL GO TNV KOTOGTPOPT, TNV TOPUUOPPMOCT KAl TNV OTOAE, KATO0V
KaA0D oV MTav apykd mapdv. Kabe apaptio kol avopio vrdpyel poévo emedn n vmapén ka1 (oM 1ov avlpodmov givol puotkd
Oeticég ko karég. Kabe kokd kon apoptio evepyohv HOVO ®G «opdctton G aVTO TOL £ivol TpOTIoT®g A0 Kot aképato. 'Etot,
omv OpB6doén Tapdadoon, N apoptia 6gv Bempeital PG1OA0YIKO Kot PUGIKO PEPOG TG avBpdmivng vrapéng kot (one. To va eico
AvOpmTOC Kot Vo, loat apopTtolog eivar avtipotikd. Avtibeta, To vo eilcol TpaypoTikd avOpwmoc onpaivel va gicot dikaiog, ayvog,
EIMKPIVIG KO KOAOG.

H nvevparticn {on, pe aut) v évvota, anotekeitor povo amd évo Tpdrypo: v unv opaptavels. To va unmv opaptavelg onpoivel va
gloat cav tov b kot tov Y10 Tov Incov Xpioté. Eivat o otdyog e avOpdmivng Long.

11 6 mo1dv v duaptiov kol Ty dvoulay moiel, Kol 1§ Guoptio, éoTiv 1} avouia. kol oidate 611 Exelvog épavepwbn fva tog
QUOPTIOS UV dpy, Kol GUOpTIO. v obT@ 00K E0Tl. 6 TAS O £V abT@ UEVOY 0DY CUOPTAVEL " TOS O GUAPTAVMDY OV EDPOKEV
avTov 000 Eyvwkev avtov. Texvia, undeisc Tlovatw BUdc: 0 moIGY v Otka1oaOVRY OlKaIo¢ Eotl, kKaBws EKEIVOS OIKOLOC
got1v' 0 mOLDV TV dpoptiov ék 100 diafidlov éotiv, ot A’ pyiic 6 diafolog duaptaver. gig TodTo épavepwbn ¢ viog 0D
Ocod, tva Avoy o Epyo. oD drafolrov. T10g 6 yeyevwnuevogs éx 100 Ocod duoptiov 0b molel, 6T OTEPUA ODTOD EV ADTD UEVEL
Kol 00 obvaton Guoptaverv, Ot éx 100 Ocod yeyévvntal. €v 00T Qovepd éott T Tékva 100 ol Kol 10 TEKVO. TOD
o100)0v. TAS 6 un TOIAY dtkai1oabvyy ovk oty €k 100 Ocod, Kal O ui] dyomdv v Goelpov avtod. (A’ lwav. 3:4-10).

To vo pnv apaptdvet givat o 616306 ™S avBpodmivng Long. AALG otV TpaypaticdTnTa, OA0L ot GvBpomot apaptdvovv. [ avtdv
oV AdY0, 1 dSuvaTdTNTO VO, EAEVBEP®OOVLE OO TNV AUOPTIO KoL VO VIKHGOVLE TV QULOPTIO EPYETOL LEG® TOV GMOTNPLOL £PYOL TOL
Xp16700, 0 0T0i0G GLVYYMPEL TIG ApOPTIES TOV KOGOV.

éav eimwuev 6t duaptiov odk &ouev, EavTod¢ TAAVAUEY Kl 1} dABe10. 00K EoTiv v HUTV. €0V OUOLOYBIEY TAS GUOPTIOS
NuUAV, motog éott kol dikalog, iva dpfj fuiv tog duaptios kol kabopioy Huds dmo maons doikiog. éav eimwuey 6 oy
NUOPTHKOUEY, WELGTNV TOI0DUEV o0TOV, KOl O A0yog avtod obx &omv év fuiv. Texvia uov, todta ypopw vuiv iva un
QUOPTNTE" KOL GV TIS OUOPTH, TOPAKANTOV EYOUEY TPOS TOV TOTEPQ, ThooDV Xpiotov dikoiov: kol ovtog iAaouds éoti mepi
TV QUOPTIADV HUDY, 00 TEPT TV NUETEPWY 08 UOVOV, GIAG KOl TEPT GAOD TOD KOGUOD. ... €V TOVTQ YIVOOKOUEV OTI &V avT@
douev: 0 Aéywv &v avt@d uéverv dpeilel, kabag ékeivog meplenatnos, kol abtog obtw mepimotelv. (A lwav. 1:8-2:6).
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ST. NICK VISIT AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST

we Lnvite everyone

from our community

To Join us for ...

A visit from St. Nicholas
and

Pancake Breakfast!

sunday, December 7, 2025

St. Nicholas will be visiting with the children after Liturgy.
Please bring a new unwrapped toy for St. Nicholas
that will be donated to the Toys for Tots Toy Drive...
Pancake Breakfast and fellowship to follow in social halll




THE LADDER
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reek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
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Christmas Card -

Xpiotouyevviatikn Kapta

oin the Annunciation family in spreading Christmas Cheer!
Add your family’s name to our annual Christmas card.

*Submissions are due by Sunday, November 16, 2025**

$25 per family - your donation will benefit
Our Camp Scholarship Program

Return form to church office or mail to:
Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
2500 Pine Grove Rd York, PA 17403

NAME:

AMOUNT OF DONATION: $

Name exactly how to appear on card: Please print clearly

Toawts axpiBoC 10 ovoud oac OontwC to OLAsTe va lval oTtnY KApta
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Christmas Poinsettias

One of the most beautiful traditions is the

decoration of the Altar area and the Church with

poinsettia plants during Christmas in preparation
for the Nativity of our Lord

Plants are $25 each
and may be donated in Memory or
for the Health of your loved ones

Please return form by:
** No later than ** December 1, 2025**

Please fill out and return with payment to the church office:

Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
2500 Pine Grove Road - York, PA 17403

In Memory of

For the Health of

Your name

Number of plants: Amount Enclosed:

Thank you for your support!
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LADIES CHRISTMAS DINNER

@‘ Ladies Holiday Dinner

} NS¢ /N \C) All ages welcome! () &
£

ﬁ%‘ \ Please Join us at... D%ﬁ'

/ Great American Saloon \
20 Dairyland Square, Red Lion PA 17356

\ Wednesday, December 3, 2025 /

Q/ *Arrival time 6:00pm - Dinner service starting at 6:30pm* \D

Dinner Selections-Choice of:

-Grilled Salmon w/green beans and roasted potatoes ..... S$37
- Lemon Artichoke Chicken w/green beans and roasted potatoes ..... $29
- Chesapeake Trio (shrimp, scallops, petite crab cake)w/green beans and roasted potatoes ..... 538
- Broiled (60z)Crab Cake dinner w/green beans and roasted potatoes ..... S35

- NY Strip Steak (Cooked Medium) w/green beans and roasted potatoes..... 538
- Fasting Option: Shrimp Puttanesca (plum tomato sauce, olives, capers, herbs and roasted
red peppers) tossed with penne pasta..... 527

- Kids meal Chicken tenders w/French fries OR Spaghetti w/Marinara & applesauce..... $9
* All dinner selections include Salad w/balsamic vinaigrette, dinner rolls w/butter
*Your choice of coffee, hot tea, iced tea, and soda
*Cocktails, wine & beer will be available for purchase
*Desserts will be provided by Church Council

All prices include 6% tax and 20% gratuity

Paid to the restaurant by cash, check, or credit card

Please RSVP by November 23rd with your name(s) and dinner choice(s) to:

annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com or by calling church office 717-741-4200

*Please be mindful of RSVP date and meal selection.
No changes can be made once count and selections are given to restaurant.

Thank you!




NOVEMBER 2025 PAGE 13

ICON DONATIONS FOR FEAST DAYS

s s s s IS IS IS IS g s s s s

Remaining Icon flower donations
Yroiourec Eunkovec/Aoviovdwa yia Swpeec

*Thursday, December 4 - St. Barbara the Great Martyr, $60
ITéummn, 4 Aekeufpiov - Ayia Bapfapa, $60

*Sunday, December 7 - Donation for icon in Narthex, $60
Kupiaxn , 7 Aekeufpiov - Awpea yia etxova otov NapOnka, $60

*Sunday, December 14 - Donation for icon in Narthex, $60
Kvplaxn , 14 Aexeufpiov - Awpea yia eikova otov NapOnka, $60

*Sunday, December 21 - Donation for icon in Narthex, $60

Kvpiaxr) , 21 AexeuPpiov - Awpea yia etxova otov Napbnka, $60

*Sunday, December 28- Donation for icon in Narthex, $60
Kvptakn , 28 Aekeufpiov - Awpea yia eixova otov NapOnka, $60

*Sunday, Jan 25th - Gregory the Theologian, $60
Kvptaxr), 25 Iavovapiov - I'pnyoptoc o @coroyog, $60

Icon donation requests are fulfilled very fast! Ifyou are interested in donating
Please contact the Church office at 717-741-4200

or email: annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com Thank you!

01 dwpeéc etcovidiwy ekmAnpwvovral moAv ypifyopa -

Emxowvwvijore ue 1o ypapeio s Exxinoiag ato 717-741-4200. Yag evyaploroUue!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

" éh

Andrew The
First-Called
Apostle
8:30am Orthros
9:45am Divine
Liturgy

2
5th Sunday
of Luke
8:30am Orthros
9:45am Divine

Liturgy
Philoptochos
meeting after

Divine Liturgy

5
Parish Council
6:30pm

Choir
Rehearsal
5pm-6pm

"
Synaxis
of the Holy
Archangels
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine

Liturgy

&
7th Sunday
of Luke
St. Nektarios
8:30am Orthros
9:45am Divine

Liturgy
Philoptochos
Luncheon 12pm

10

11

m “—
VETERANS DAY

~

12

g
john
Chrysostom
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 Divine
Liturgy
Choir

Rehearsal
5pm-6pm

14 i
Philip the
Apostle
8:30 am Orthros

9:45 am Divine
Liturgy

15

Nativity Fast
Begins

16

Matthew
the Apostle
8:30am Orthros
9:45am Divine
Liturgy

General
Assembly Meeting
12pm

17

18

19

20
Choir
Rehearsal
5pm-6pm

21§

Entrance of the
Theotokos into
the Temple
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 Divine
Liturgy

22

23
9th Sunday
of Luke
8:30am Orthros
9:45am Divine
Liturgy

24

&

St. Katherine
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine

Liturgy

26
Office Closed

27
Office Closed

28
Office Closed

29
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Kvo Agv Tot Tet Ilep I Lap
30 § 1
Tov Ayiov
AmootoAov
Avdpéov
8:30 i OBpog
9:45 mu Aert.
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Kvpiaxn E’ Evogiaxo IMeopa
Aovka ZvppovAlo Xoowdin Lovaéng twv
8:307tp OpBpog 6:30 pp Spp-6up Ay.Ta&iagxav
9:45mu Aert. 8:30 t OBpog
9:45 Tt Aert.
9 ﬁ 10 11 12 13 @ 14 g 15
B ‘ B o
Kugaen 2 VETERANS DAY~ ~q Tov Ayiov ®iinnog 6 | Nnoreiag twv
. 3(;1):2 . Teodyvvon Tov AT[(')O"'/EOAOQ XgLotovyévvawv
Y- ‘ Q XQuoooTopOL 8:30 7t OpBoog
8:307t Opbpog 8:30 006 9:45 Tt Aert.
9:45mu Aert. U TR QP0G
Tevpa 9:45 Tt Aert.
PAonTwyov ITeo6Pa Xogwdia
12 g SUp-6ppt
16 @& 17 18 19 20 21 "i’"ﬁ 22
IMeopa
AnéaTodoc Kai Xoowdia Ei00d1a tng
EvayyeAtotng Spp-6pup ®cotoKOoUV
Margaiog 8:30 rt Opbpog
8:30 mtp OgBeoc 9:45 mp Aert.
9:45 mu Aert.
TFevikny ZuvéAevon
12 pp
23 24 25 & 26 27 28 29
Kvgiaxn 0’ T'oapeio TFoaeio Toaeio
AovKd Ay. KAELOTO KA£L0To KAELOTO
8:30mt OpBgog AwcareQivng s /D)
9:45mu Aerr. 8:30 7t OgBgog A

9:45 mtu Aert.
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

Parish Council Meeting: September 15,2025

Pete Harmantzis, Dr. Nick Agapis, Nick Barakos, Toli Vainas, Roula Skouras, Terry Koutsokostas.
Absent: Chris Barakos.

1. Prayer and Father’s Openlng Remarks

‘ Present: Father Andrew Tsikitas, Deacon Tom Shelley, Lola Lamnatos, George Karanicolas, Kelly Sheasley, Maria Skouras,
‘ -The meeting began at 6:38 with a prayer by Father Andrew. He thanked everyone for holding down the fort while he was on

vacation.

-The church ministries are up and running. Bible study and catechism classes will begin next week. Agiasmo will be this Sunday,
to do a robocall to remind everyone to attend.

| 2. Approval of Minutes for August 4, 2025
-A motion was made by George K. to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Nick A. and Terry K. and the minutes
|‘ were approved.

|‘ 3. President’s Report

-Lola reported that classroom 1 has been cleaned out and will be painted on Saturday. Classroom 2 will be worked on next. To

discuss more under “New Business”.

4. Treasurer’s Report

-The account balances were given by Kelly S.

-The speakers in the Narthex have been fixed. The speaker inside the church still needs to be mounted and also needs to be
checked because it may not be workmg

-The contract for sealing the windows in the church was signed, the cost will be $12,000. Nick will schedule this. Nick is also

I 5. Grounds & Maintenance
| replacmg the celhng tile in the social hall and in the church.

-The outside mirrors by the back parking lot need to be remounted.

‘ -To look into getting push handles for the front church doors, as well as emergency exits signs and lights for the side doors.
-The ceiling in the Narthex will also need to be painted, as it wasn’t painted when we completed the iconography and other work
in the Narthex.

-One of the Angels at the base of the dome inside the church is coming loose and needs to be reattached.

6. Food Festival Update

-The schedule has been updated for the festival.
-Pete is Working on getting the cylinders for the fire suppression system replaced.

-Steve Gekas and George K. will start up the stewardship committee for 2026.

-The annual Woman’s Christmas dinner will be scheduled in early December.

-The Christmas Breakfast will be on Sunday, December 7th following service.

-Philoptochos is planning a fundraising luncheon for November 9th , more details to come soon.

|‘ 7. Stewardship Committee & Social Committee Update




PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

Parish Council Meeting: September 15,2025 Con’t

‘ 8. Tech and Security Update
-Pete, Deacon Tom, Roula and Maria attended a conference on House of Worship Security which was put on by Homeland

Security, and have arranged for an evaluation of our church by Homeland Security on September 23rd . There are state grants

available if needed to purchase anythjng we would need to make our buﬂding more secure.

-Four panic buttons will be purchased from the alarm company and we will need to decide where to put them after our

evaluation.

-Discussed having a tablet to view our security cameras during services or other events, that way we can take it with us

depending on where we are in the building. Also discussed the importance of documenting any suspicious calls or incidents, and
keeping our directory private.

9. Old Business

-Monastery Trip: Father Andew is working on planning it and should have dates later this week.

-Marble Restoration: Father Andrew has reached out to someone and sent photos and video of what we need fixed. He will
probably be available to do the repairs this winter.

-Window Sealing in the Church: contract has been signed and we just need to schedule a time.
| -Heat in the Foyer: no updates

-Moving Dishwasher: no updates
” -Emergency Plan: waiting on evaluation from Homeland Security

-Chair Lift: need to post instructions on how to use and also need to have the remote control fixed as it was taken off the wall

needs to be hard wired.

|} 10. New Business

-To discuss social hall rental prices at the next meeting
-Alisa N. is now the choir director. She was present at the meeting and informed Parish council that she has many years

experience and would like to have more training made available to our choir. She attended the choir convention which was re-
cently held in Harrisburg with Sofia Livaditis and Dr. Lapes, and reports that the convention was very well put together and very

intense. She is hoping to grow our choir, and requested some items, such as stands, books and folders. Would also like to get
some robes in the near future. All voted in favor of purchasing these items. Lastly, there will be a choir appreciation day on

October 12, and we hope to continue this on a yearly basis.
-The fall General Assembly will be scheduled for either 11/16 or 11/23.
-The Archdiocese assessment has decreased to $50,520.00 (down about $2,160 compared to last year)

-Father Andrew’s sabbatical has been approved for July through September 2026. To announce this to the parishioners on
Sunday. Working on finding candidates to fill in during this time.

-Dance classes started on Tuesday, as well as Greek School. The schedule will not be on the public calendar for security reasons.
Greek School classes are one on one this year.

-GOYA will have their first meeting of the year on Sunday.

-The bulletin will go back to being published monthly except for July & August which will be combined.

} Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 8, 2025 at 6:30pm.
‘ The meeting ended at 8:30 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew.




GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING

General Assembly Meeting
November 16th- After the Divine Liturgy

*We urge all parishioners to attend this very important meeting. It is our ob]igation
and responsibility as parishioners of Annunciation, York to attend and participate
in the decisions (f our Church and community. You will receive a mailing

regarding the agenda for the General Assembly. Nominations jbr Parish Council will be
open as of November 2, and will close at the end of the Assembly

EENOe I

[evixn XvvéAdevon

Noeuppiov 16, 2025 - Meta tn Ocia Aeitovpyia

*[IpOTPETIOVLE OAOVC TOVG EVOPITEC VA TIAPAOTOVY OE QAVTI] TNV
TIOAD onuavtikn ovvavtnon. Eivar viioxpéwon kat evbovvn pac wg
EVOPLTEC Vo tapevpeOovUE KAl V& OVUUETAOXOVUE OTLC ATIOPAOELG
1n¢ ExxAnoiac kat tnc xowotntac uac. Oa Aafete pia emiotoAn
oxeTika ue tny nuepnota dwataén tne Ievikne Lvvédevone. Ot dnAw-
oelc voynerotntac Y to Evopiaxo Lvupoviio Oa avoiovv otic 2
Noeuppiov, éwc tnv Anén tnc LvvéAevornc.




STEWARD UPDATE- ANAIPOSAPMOTH OIKONOMAQN, 2025 (AS OF NOV 15,2025)

M/M John Agapis

Dr & Mrs Nicholas Apagis
Dr & Mrs Steven Agapis
M/M Vasilios Anstine

M/M Anthony Anstine

Ms Anita Asimos

Ms Magdalene Avgeriou

Mr Christopher Barakos
M/M John G Barakos

Ms Lola Benefiel

Ms Turkan Birkmueller
M/M Evan Bittner

M/M Mark Bittner

M/M Matthew Bittner

Mr Jacob Boogher

Ms Evangelia Bouras

M/M Colin Burtner

Ms Maria Carrieri

Ms Vasilia Chiadis

M/M Takis Cologer

M/M Christopher Dalaperas
M/M Georgios N Dalaperas
M/M Nestoras Dalaperas
M/M Alex Daoularis

M/M Dionisios Daoularis
Mr Patrick Doyle

Ms Sophie Eppley

M/M Steven Eppley

Dr & Mrs Constantine Gekas
M/M Steven Gekas

Mr William Peter Gekas
M/M Robert Gentzler

Ms Athanasia Georgakopoulos
Mr George K Georgakopoulos
M/M Kostas Georgakopoulos
M/M George Georgaras
The late, Mr Andreas Giourtis
M/M Christopher Giovanis
M/M George Haritos

M/M Panagiotis Harmantzis
Drs George & Joan Hayes
Mr Charles Henry

Ms Hrisoula Hioutis

M/M William Hondos
M/M Florin Ionescu

M/M Phillip Kapsalis

M/M Nicholas Karageorgos
Mr Vasilios Karageorgos

Ms Irini Karambas

M/M George Karanicolas
Ms Joanne Karanicolas
M/M Athanasios Karanikas

M/M John Katsaros

M/M Michael Keriazis

Ms Eleni Kocoronis

M/M Gus Kocoronis

Mr Harry Kocoronis

Mr James Kocoronis

M/M Constantine Kokos
M/M John Kolakoglu

Ms Evy Koutsokostas
M/M Theodore Koutsokostas
Mr Yanni Koutsokostas
Mr Chris Lainas

Mr Fotios Lamnatos

Ms Lola Lamnatos

Mr John Lamnatos

Ms Sotiria Lamnatos
Dr/Mrs George Lapes
M/M Daniel Lewis

Atty Dorothy Livaditis
Drs Gus & Sophia Livaditis
M/M Thomas Livaditis

Ms Alisa Nicoara

M/M Bill Mallas

M/M Konstantine Mallas
Ms Leah Mallas

M/M Thomas Mandras
Ms Vasiliki Marros

Mr George H Margetas
M/M Harry Margetas

Ms Kelly L Margetas
M/M Petros G Margetas
M/M Sotirios Margetas
Mr Demetrios Masgalas
Dr Tassia Masgalas

Mr Tony Masgalas

M/M Thomas Meligakes
M/M Constantine Minetos
Dr & Mrs Nick Pandelidis
Dr & Mrs Steven Pandelidis
M/M Dimos Papageorgiou
Mr George Papageorgiou
M/M Chriss Papayannis
M/M Panagiotis Pavlou
Dr & Mrs Eric Pienschke
M/M Athanasios Polychronis
M/M Dino Pritsios

Ms Katherine Rodas

Ms Marianna Rodas

M/M Socratis Rodas

Mr Socratis T Rodas

M/M Socratis Rodas

Ms Marina Rontiris

M/M Mike Rosario
M/M John Sagonas
M/M Chris Saltos
Mr Nicholas Scales &
Mrs Evangelia Papacostas
M/M Caleb Schwenk
Mrs Julie Sekeres
M/M Gerasimos Sideras
M/M George K Sgagias
M/M James K Sgagias
Mr Konstantine A Sgagias
M/M Konstantinos G Sgagias
M/M Stephen Sheasley
Mr John Shelley
Rev Deacon Thomas Shelley &
Diaconissa Jan Shelley
Ms Maria Siakavellas
M/M George V Skouras
Ms Golfo Skouras
Ms Maria K Skouras
Ms Maria V Skouras
Ms Roula Skouras
M/M Stavros Skouras
M/M Alex Smolskiy
Mr Gennadiy Smolskiy
M/M James St. John
M/M Jedidiah Steele
Ms Athena Stem
M/M John Sterns
M/M Thomas Stratis
Mr Charley Talbert &
Mrs Anna Papayannis
Mr George Touras
M/M George Triantafyllou
Ms Evgenia Tsaganis
Ms Kiriaki Tsaganis
Father Andrew Tsikitas &
Presvytera Katherine
M/M Luke Tsoflias
M/M Emmanuel Tsogas
M/M Demetrios Tsoukalis
Mr John K Tsoukalis
M/M Konstantinos Tsoukalis
M/M Vasilios Vainas
Ms Zoi Valakis
M/M Lionel Van Dommelen
M/M Derek Vanino
M/M Athanasios Vellios
Ms Joanna Vellios
Mr Nicholas Vellios
Ms Alexis Vergara
Ms Efthimia Vlahos

Mr Nikolaos Vlahos
M/M Dustin Walker
M/M Nate Walker
Ms Olympia Wilson
Mr Pavel Znutin &
Ms Amanda Scurti Eck

These are the people who have paid towards Stewardship for 2025. Thank you for you generosity and support of our community.
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Christmas
GATHERING

MONDAY, DECEMBER, 8
11:00 AM Paraklesis followed by Lunch and Entertainment

ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
64 HERSHEY AVE. LANCASTER, PA 17603

The Parish Bookstore will open during lunch

Ages 55+
RSVP by Dec. 1 to your parish priest




